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Chinese, Saudis try to fix ship’s search 

DAMMAM, Saudi Arabia (R) — Chinese and Saudi Arabian officials 
tried to agree Friday when and how to inspect a Chinese ship accused by 
the United States of carrying banned chemicals weapons materials for 
Inn. The Yinhe, shadowed by U.S. warships since it entered the region 
on Aug. 3. docked at Dammam Thursday for inspection by Saudi and 
Chinese officials. Chinese diplomats said a Foreign Ministry delegation 
that arrived in Dammam on Thursday was still discussing with Saudi 
authorities a possible date for the inspection. “There is still no decision on 
when the inspection will be. It is a complicated inspection.' 1 one diplomat 
said. He said American experts might join the inspection as technical 
advisers. Beijing had previously objected to any U.S. role. The U.S. Navy 
in the Gulf refused on Thursday to comment on regional press reports that 
a U.S. technical team would act as advisen to Saudi authorities inspecting 
the freighter. The Chinese delegation on Friday left their Dammam hotel 
to visit the vessel. “Our visit is to help raise the morale of the crew 
members. They are very tired.” 
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Arafat 

dissent 

Combined agency dispatches 

TUNIS — Yasser Arafat, head of 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) for more than 20 
turbulent years, tried Friday to 
beat back a challenge to hts lead- 
ership and convince the move- 
ment that a peace pact with Israel 
is now within sight. 

The turmoil within the PLO 
comes only days before the re- 
sumption of the Middle East 
peace talks in Washington and is 
linked to Mr. Arafat's support for 
a plan that would introduce 
Palestinian self-rule. 

Mr. Arafat — and Israeli lead- 
ers — appear to favour a proposal 
to grant Palestinians autonomy in 
the Gaza Strip and the West 
Bank town of Jericho as a first 
step towards an overall Middle 
East peace settlement (see sepa- 
rate storks). 

But PLO dissidents feel the 
group is making too many conces- 
sions to Israel, and they are also 
upset with Mr. Arafat’s autocra- 
tic style and the deepening finan- 
cial troubles within the move- 
ment. 

Mr. Arafat, 64, and his circle 
are facing unprecedented critic- 
ism and there have been calls for 
Mr. Arafat to resign. 

PLO officials said Mr. Arafat 
argued with his. critics during a 
lengthy session of the PLO’s rul- 
ing Executive Committee Thurs- 
day night, but failed to steer the 
body completely behind him. 

PLO information chief Yasser 
Abed Rabbo said Friday's meet- 
ing was to discuss the recent 
resignations of two leading mem- 
bers of the decision-making body, 
which are symptoms of the deep 
financial and political crisis grip- 
ping the organisation. 

And he welcomed a declara- 
tion by Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres that his country 
was willing to allow Palestinian 
-self-government in the Gaza Strip 
"is a "step forward." 

He said the first session of the 
emergency meeting, which took 
place Thursday night, discussed 


struggles with crises, 
in top PLO meeting 





Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) Executive 
Committee members (left to right) Mahmoud 
Abbas, Mahmoud Darwish and Yasser Abed Rab- 


bo pose for the pre s s Friday ahead of a second day 
of a top-level meeting hi Tunis (AFP photo) 


negotiating policy with Israel and 
the PLO's financial crisis, but did 
not touch on the resignations. 

A Palestinian source who de- 
clined to be identified told AFP 
that Thursday’s debate was "very 
frank." 

Mr. Abed Rabbo. the PLO’s 
information chief, told AFP that 
“if Mr. Peres is in agreement , we 
are in agreement," with the prop- 
osed Israeli pullout, adding that 
“we can only welcome this step 
forward." 

The outcome of the Tonis 
meeting will be a critical factor on 
whether a breakthrough can be 
achieved when the 21-monih-old 
Arab-Israeli peace negotiations 
resume Tuesday in the U.S. 
capital. If Mr. Arafat can main- 
tain control, there would be sub- 
stantial progress. 

Prominent poet Mahmoud 
Darwish, who brought the crisis 
to the forefront by bis resignation 
last week, attended the meeting. 

The PLO’s representative in 
Lebanon, Shafiq Al Hout. who 


announced his withdrawal from 
the committee on Sunday, was in 
Beirut attending a summit of 
Arab participants in the U.S.- 
sponsored Middle East peace 
talks with Israel. 

Taysccr Khaled, a representa- 
tive of the Damascus-based 
Democratic From for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine (DFLP) "&n the 
committed:, called for the res- 
ignation of committee members 
who had been conducting nego- 
tiations with Israel. 

He accused the negotiating 
team composed of officials dose 
to Mr. Arafat, and led by com- 
mittee member Mahmoud 
Abbas, of "abuse of power" and 
"incompetence," blaming them 
for "all the concessions made" to 
Israel. 

"I will call for the team which 
directs the negotiations to res- 
ign," he told Reuters, adding that 
he also wanted the talks with 
Israel to be suspended. 

Asked whether the resignation 
call included Mr. Arafat, Mr. 


Khaled added: “I mean all the 
team without exdusion ... I said 
the team and those responsible 
for the team." 

He said he believed many of 
the Executive Committee shared 
his views and would take action 
"if those dominating the PLO do 
nor stop their damaging policy.” 

Palestinian sources said word 
of Mr. Khaled 's comments col- 
oured the start of the meeting, 
"yod are not the Palestinian peo- 
ple to call for resignations," an 
indignant Arafat told him. 

“brothers, Tayseer Khaled 
want to blow up the meeting," 
'another source Quoted Mr. Ara- 
fat as saying. The sources said 
tension mounted as Mr. Arafat 
“reprimanded" Mr. Khaled. 

Mr. Khaled left the meeting. 
He told Reuters he maintained 
his call for resignations but said it 
did not include Mr. Arafat. He 
later returned to the meeting 
which eventually adjourned until 
later Friday. 


Suharto 
welcomes 
King’s visit 

JAKARTA (Petra) — President 
Suharto of Indonesia has wel- 
comed a visit by His Majesty 
King Hussein 10 Indonesia, 
Labour Minister Khaled Al 
Ghzawi said Friday. 

Mr. Ghzawi, who is now on an 
official visit to Indonesia heading 
a delegation, delivered a message 
from the King to President Suhar- 
to at the presidential palace. 

He said he also conveyed to 
President Suharto greetings from 
King Hussein and the Jordanian 
government and people and was 
asked to convey greetings to King 
Hussein. 

Discussion with the president 
covered cooperation in labour- 
related affairs, said the minister. 

Mr. Ghzawi said be outlined 
Jordan's policies in controlling 
the labour market, vocational 
training programmes and other 
matters related to trade ex- 
changes and joint ventures in- 
volving Indonesian and Jordanian 
firms. 

King Hussein returned home 
Thursday from Oman after a 
three-day visit. He held talks with 
Sultan Qaboos Ben Sa’id on 
Inter-Arab relations and means 
to achieve Arab solidarity. 

King Hussein and Sultan 
Qaboos also discussed bilateral 
relations and regional and inter- 
national issues. 

King Hussein and Sultan' 
Qaboos Thursday held a meeting 
attended by members of the 
Jordanian and Omani delega- 
tions. 

Talks on the latest develop- 
ments at the Arab and interna- 
tional fora, means of restoring 
Arab solidarity and crystallising a 
unified Arab stand towards all 
decisive common Arab issues. 

The two sides also touched 
upon the latest developments in 
die Arab-Israeli peace talks and 
stressed the need for achieving a 
just, comprehensive and durable 
peace. 

Upon departure from Oman, 
the King was seen off by Sultan 
Qaboos and senior Omani offi- 
cials, in addition to the Jordanian 
ambassador to Oman. 


Tunis talks unlikely to resolve 
long- running conflicts in PLO 
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Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The ongoing meet- 
ing of senior Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) officials in 
Tunis is expected to resolve tem- 
porarily a widening rift between 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat's 
.kitchen cabinet and other senior 
Palestinian officials over the 
peace process and the PLO’s 
financial crisis, Palestinian offi- 
cials in Amman and Tunis said 
Friday. 

At least 10 of 18 members of 
the PLO Executive Committee as 
well as Palestinian political party 
leaders and peace negotiators re- 
main essentially in the dark about 
details of a PLO-lsraeli dialogue 
at "senior levels," a provisional 
accord on a preliminary Israeli 
withdrawal from the Gaza Strip 
and Jericho and the PLO’s finan- 
cial crisis, the officials said. 


Dozens of questions remain 
unanswered even as that meeting 
takes place between PLO Execu- 
tive Committee members and 
Chairman Arafat and his kitchen 
cabinet, the officials said.. 

"There are three issues at hand 
in Tunis at this moment," said 
Ahmad Al Jamal, the Democra- 
tic Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (DFLP) spokesman in 
Amman. “The accord, what the 
accord emails, who arranged it 
and what guarantees the Israelis 
have for us on this, besides the 
questions that surround our 
financial crisis.” 

The majority of the PLO Ex- 
ecutive Committee, the highest 
decision-making body in the 
PLO, were neither consulted nor 
informed about what appears to 
be a back-door PLO-lsraeli dia- 
logue. Nor where they put in the 
picture of an Arafal-backed prop- 
osal of “Gaza-Jcricho first” plan. 


Palestinian officials in Tunis say. 

To add to the confusion gener- 
ated by this weekend's leakage of 
a PLO-lsraeli finalisation of a 
provisional accord, two different 
versions of the Gaza-Jericho 
plan, one Palestinian and one 
Israeli, were announced or refer- 
red to in Amman and Tel Aviv 
(see related story). 

After an eight-hour meeting on 
Thursday and Friday, no member 
of the PLO kitchen cabinet nor 
Mr. Arafat had answered any of 
the questions posed by the rest of 
the Palestinian leadership about 
the essence and details of the 
accord and its implementation. 
"No one answered a single ques- 
tion about the reported 
Palestinian- Israeli accord, what it 
was about exactly, how it will be 
implemented or who met with 
whom," a member of the Execu- 
tive Committee toid the Jordan 
(Continued on page 10) 


PLO and Israel see accord on 
Gaza-Jericho, but differ on final goals 
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By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Senior members of 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) and a high- 
ranking Israeli government offi- 
cial have reached a provisional 
agreement which entails Israeli 
withdrawal from the Gaza Strip 
and Jericho as an iniriaJ step 
towards total Israeli withdrawal 
from all Palestinian lands occu- 
pied in the 1967 war, a PLO 
official said Friday. 

"This will be the first step 
towards independence if it is real- 
ised," said Saleh Raafai, a long- 
time Palestine Central Council 
(PCC) member and Palestinian 
Democratic Federation Party 
(PDFP) representative in Jordan. 

"Direct contacts between 
senior PLO and Israeli officials" 
w had resulted in the following 
• terms of dgreement, according to 
Mr. Raafar. 

A total Israeli withdrawal from 

the Gaza Strip and Jcrichoi 


— An empowerment for the PLO 
to rule the two Israeli evacuated 
areas of the occupied territories; 

— Recognition of the territorial 
unity of the two areas; 

— A joint declaration of princi- 
ples that would clarify the defini- 
tion and objectives of U.N. 
Security Council resolutions 242 
and 338; 

— A declaration that the “Gaza- 
Jericho first" withdrawal is the 
first in a series of phases that 
would eventually lead to full 
Israeli withdrawal from the 
Palestinian lands the Jewish state 
occupied during the 1967 war; 

— An Israeli agreement to the 
participation, both as voters and 
candidates, of East Jerusalem 
Palestinians in legislative elec- 
tions 10 be held in the interim 
stage between full Israeli with- 
drawal and the Palestinian 
takeover in the occupied territor- 
ies. 

But comments of Israeli Fore- 
ign Minister Shimon Peres, the 
Israeli official deemed most likely 


to have been the Israeli purtylo 
have participated in the accord, 
made it clear that the Israeli 
version of the accord differed 
from the Palestinian one. 

“For the first time I can see a 
plan, which in principle, is 
acceptable to the two parties," 
Mr. Peres told Cable Newp Net- 
work (CNN) Thursday. 

Mr. Peres said that "self- 
government ... not the establish- 
ment of another state," in Gaza 
and "maybe Jericho" would be 
discussed al the next round of 
talks between Palestinians and 
Israelis in Washington due to 
begin next Tuesday. 

Asked if military withdrawal 
would be involved he said, "Yes, 
... it will be more than a pilot 
plart, so to speak, about auton- 
omy and the great advantage is 
that it could be done rather car- 

iy.” 

The Israeli foreign minister 


(Continued on page 10) 


Agreement reported 
on ‘general lines’ of 
Gaza-Jericho option 


Combined agency dispatches 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — 
Israeli and Palestinian officials 
said Friday they were near agree- 
ment on a plan for limited self- 
rule for Palestinians in the Gaza 
Strip and the West Bank town of 
Jericho. 

One report said an agreement 
along “general lines” has already 
been signed, which would be an 
historic first in Israeli- Palestinian 
peacemaking. 

Israeli newspapers reported 
Friday that Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres secretly met a top 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) official to forge the 
Palestinian self-rule deal. 

Former Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir of the rightist 
Likud Party said Mr. Rabin was 
rushing to give away land and 
demanded elections be called. 

Senior Israeli officials sidestep- 
ped questions about the reports, 
appearing in four of the seven 
main dailies, that Mr. Peres met a 
senior PLO figure in Scandina- 
vian last week. 

Peres and high-ranking PLO 
officials said this week the two 
sides agreed on the Gaza-Jericho 
plan that would be presented at 
the 11th round of Middle East 
peace talks in Washington start- 
ing on Tuesday. 

Other officials warned against 
expecting a breakthrough. 

PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat 
supports the plan to gram Palesti- 
nians autonomy in Gaza and 
Jericho as a first step toward an 
overall peace settlement. Other 
Palestinian leaders maintain he is 
being too flexible toward Israel, 
and that the plan could postpone 
indefinitely their goal of achiev- 
ing independent Palestinian state- 
hood, 

Israeli leaden; support the 
plan. Some right-wingers object 
to any quick troop withdrawals 
from these areas. 

'Today there is more agree- 
ment between us and the Palesti- 
nians as ever before," Mr. Peres 


was quoted as telling the Ycdiot 
Ahronot daily. 

“The Palestinians have readied 
the conclusion that they (should) 
adopt the plan to set up self-rule 
in Gaza and Jericho first. This 
will allow a chance for a break- 
through at the coming round of 
peace talks in Washington," Mr. 
Peres added in the interview. 

Nabil Shaath, Mr. Arafat's 
adviser, told the Jerusalem Post 
that Israel and the PLO were 
secretly negotiating the deal on 
Gaza and Jericho. 

“I don’t think we can pretend 
10. have an agreement yet," said 
Dr. Shaath. “There are many 
questions that still have to be 
discussed," he told the Post in 
Cairo before leaving for PLO 
headquarters in Tunis. 

He described the option as "a 
hybrid for making a small parr of 
the (occupied) territories most 
like the final form. 

"It will be a serious step show- 
ing that the Palestinians can keep 
their word, maintain proper 
security, proper development. 
That will encourage the Israelis to 
go on and apply the total peace 
formula in both its interim and 
final form." 

Mr. Peres reiterated on Thurs- 
day that the government was 
prepared to pull troops out of the 
Gaza Strip and possibly Jericho. 
But he talked about autonomy or 
self-government, not the declara- 
tion of an independent state. 
Security would remain the re- 
sponsibility of Israel. 

A senior Israeli official told the 
Post: "We have certainly not 
reached any agreement in our 
contacts with the PLO. but there 
is a kernel of undemanding be- 
tween us. 

"We are talking about granting 
the Palestinians far-reaching 
autonomy in Gaza and Jericho, 
nut only under certain conditions. 
The Palestinians would enjoy 
broader powers in those two 
areas than they would in the 
rest," of the territories. 


Arabs begin coordination talks 


Combined agency dispatches 

BEIRUT (AP) — Arab states 
and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) opened a 
two-day conference Friday to 
chan a united strategy when they 
face off with Israeli negotiators 
next week in a new round of 
Middle East peace talks. 

The Ilth round of the U.S.- 
sponsored talks, set for Tuesday 
in Washington, comes amid sig- 
nals that the Israelis and the 
Palestinians are moving toward 
an agreement for Palestinian self- 
rule (see separate story) - 

U.S. State Department 
Spokesman Michael McCarty 
said that preparations continue 
“vigorously" for the Aug. 31 
peace talks. 

"Our goal for this next session" 
would be to see the parties “fully 
engaged on some of (the) tough 
issues" and working toward some 
form of declaration, he said, 
adding that things are now set for 
“some significant progress," he 
said. 

"We haven't received formal 


confirmation from all the delega- 
tions, but we do expect all the 
parties to participate," the 
spokesman said. 

“While we think the coming 
session is likely to be a short 
session and we don't expect ma- 
jor breakthroughs' we do think 
thar there is an opportunity now 
for some constructive discussion 
focusing on the key issues," Mr. 
McCurry emphasised. 

He said the parties are now 
beginning to formulate positions 
on the “real tough issues" — 
something that must be done “if 
the process is going to go for- 
ward." 

Prior to Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher’s trip to the 
Middle East in early August, Mr. 
McCurry noted, the talks were in 
jeopardy. "1 think we are now 
confident that the (peace) process 
is back on track as a result of the 
secretary’s trip,” he said. 

The foreign ministers of Syria. 
Jordan ana Lebanon and the 
Foreign affairs chief of die PLO 
met Friday afternoon at Beirut's 
Bristol hotel amid tight security. 


Troops toting assault rifles and 
annor-piercing_ rockets Mocked 
traffic in a 1.5- kilometre radius 
around the Bristol and sharp- 
shooters were stationed on roof- 
tops overlooking the site. 

About ISO placard- waving 
Palestinians, mostly women, 
were allowed to demonstrate at 
the hotel’s entrance. They de- 
manded a resumption of PLO 
financial assistance to help the 
nearly 400,000 Palestinian re- 
fugees in Lebanon. 

The protest ended when a 
policeman fired two shots in the 
air. Police pushed the women 
away from the hotel and blocked 
their path to the entrance with a 
line of vehicles. 

Palestinian negotiator Saeb 
Erekat agreed to meet two repre- 
sentatives of the protesters and 
missed the start of his meeting as 
a result of their discussions. 

The participants at the confer- 
ence said they would seek to 
resolve any inter-Arab differ- 
ences before going to Washing- 
ton. 

(Continued on page 10) 


IAF decision to take part in 
polls is pragmatic and realistic 


By Ncrmeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Thursday's over- 
whelming vote by the Islamic 
Action Front (IAF) to take 
pan in the next parliamentary 
elections highlights the 
pragmatic approach that the 
Islamists adopt in the Jorda- 
nian political arena, but, above 
all, it shows their skill in hand- 
ing {he game of poikkal survival 
and pursuing the goal of Isla- 
mising society peacefully and 
gradually. 

Following the meeting of the 
front’s 120-member Sbura 
(consultative) council, in which 
85 per cent of those who 
attended (101) deci de d not to 
boycott the Nov. S elections, 
the IAF issued a statement 
saying incentives “for parti- 
cipation outweigh (considera- 
tions for boycott) in view of the 
sensitive stage which the na- 
tion is passing through." 

“...The front has a responsi- 
bility in consolidating the 
march of sbura and democracy 
as well as in preserving national 
security and unity,” the state- 
ment said. 

“The Islamic Action Front, 
despite its opposition to the 
temporary election law, has no 
choice but to take pan in the 
elections with the aim 'being 
more shura, freedom and 
democracy.” 

An analyst, who applauded 
the IAF decision as a sign of 
"political maturity,” said the 
front’s statement failed to 


mention that the group also 
stands to benefit from Thurs- 
day’s move in a number of 
ways. 

“Tbeir statement was accu- 
rate in that they have heeded 
the King's appeal to them to 
maintain stability in the coun- 
Uy by participating in the elec- 
tions, but they certainly under- 
played the benefits the front 
will reap from that decision,” a 
former cabinet minister who 
has close ties to Islamists told 
the Jordan Times. 

NEWS ANAL Y5 IS 


In an Aug. 17 address to the- 
nation, the King had called on 
the front to stand up to its 
“historical responsibility” 
when announcing the replace- 
ment of the bloc-voting system 
with a one-person, one-vote 
election law. 

The front, which had led 
forces opposing the electoral 
change, found in the appeal a 
way to enter the race for ihe 
80-member Lower House of 
Parliament without losing face 
with their political base or 
appear to be giving the regime 
a respite over the Middle East 
peace process. 

The Muslim Brotherhood 
movement, the backbone of 
the IAF, has maintained a de- 
fiant stance against participa- 
tion in the peace process and 
sees the House as a legitimate 
fighting ground over this issue. 

Analysts believe that the 


front's members fear that a 
decision to boycott the elec- 
tions and remain absent from 
the 12th Parliament could be 
interpreted as clearing the way 
for Jordan to reach agreement 
with Israel without facing stiff 
opposition in the House. 

But their reduced number in 
the new House — if predic- 
tions that they will only gain 15 
to 17 seats materialise — will 
also save them from harsh cri- 
ticism by their supporters if 
they fail to achieve their de- 
clared social or political prog- 
ramme within the next four 
years. 

Most of the analysts inter- 
viewed agreed that, put 
together, these factors certain- 
ly will “outweigh” considera- 
tions for boycott of the elec- 
tions especially in view of the 
Islamists' declared programme 
to Islamise society without re- 
peating the experiences of 
Egypt qnd Algeria. 

“If the Islamists now put off 
their social agenda and con- 
tinue to operate as a political 
opposition within the next four 
years, they will certainly gain a 
lot of ground with the people," 
said the former minister who 
knows their thinking. 

“When they first partici- 
pated in the government (with 
Mudar Badran in 1990) they 
pushed tbeir social agenda 
quickly, something which was 
resisted by some equally- 

( Continued on page 10) 


85% of Islamist front council vote 
in favour of participating in elections 


AMMAN (J.T. j — Tn an 
emergency meeting Thursday 
night, the Islamic Action Front's 
(IAF) 120-member consultative 
council (Shura) voted in favour of 
participation in the Nov. 8 elec- 
tions with 85 per cent support of 
the council. 

The from, which led a cam- 
paign against the introduction of 
a one -person, one-vote election 
law without ratification from the 
Lower House of Parliament, said 
its decision was taken after exten- 
sive consultations with its popular 
base in all the Kingdom’s areas. 

In a statement to the press at 
the end of the meeting, the head 
of the council. Abdul Majid 
Thneibat, said that incentives 
“for participation outweigh (con- 
siderations for boycott) in view of 
the sensitive stage which the na- 
tion is passing through.” 

"... The front has a responsibil- 
ity in consolidating shura and the 
democratic march and preserving 
national security and unity and to 
ensure that boycott would not be 
utilised by those who want to 
undermine the political achieve- 
ments of the Islamic Action Front 
or by those who are against 
democracy and are betting on i& 
Mure. 

"The Islamic Action Front, de- 
spite its opposition to the tempor- 
ary election law, can only partici- 
pate in (he elections and work 
towards more shura, democracy 
and freedom. The party will con- 
tinue to favour public interest 


over its own individual interest . " 

In a separate statement, the 
Muslim Brotherhood movement 
also announced that they will 
participate in the Nov. 8 elections 
under the banner of the IAF. 

The movement said: "The 
Muslim brothers view parliamen- 
tary work and participation in 
national elections as a method 
that would serve their call and 
ensure their continued contact 
with their supporters with the aim 
of adopting their grievances and 
defending their rights. 

"... (It is also a way to) clarify 
truths, introduce programmes 
and projects which would ensure 
the development of the country 
and its progress." 

“Therefore and despite our 
great reservations towards the 
current elections law and the way 
it was introduced (and the fact 
that) it aims to limit the presence 
of the Islamic movement and its 
representation in the next parlia- 
ment,’’ 

“... (The Brothers) out of their 
feeling of responsibility to their 
calling, their homeland, and their 
citizens, and out of their concern 
m fbr the sensitive developments in 
our nation at this time, have 
decided to participate in the up- 
coming parliamentary elections 
with its members who are also 
affiliated to the Islamic Action 
Front.” 

Both statements appeared to 
have tried to balance the oppos- 
ing views among the Islamists 


vis-a-vis participation in the elec- 
tions. 

The Islamists appeared to be 
heading towards a confrontation 
with the government of Abdul 
Salam Majali over the unilateral 
introduction of a one-person, 
one-vote formula until a speech 
by His Majesty King Hussein on 
Aug. 17 threw them off track 
threatening to create divisions 
within their rank. 

In an address to the nation 
announcing the introduction of 
the amendment to the law. the 
King appealed to the front to 
assume its historical responsibil- 
ity and participate in the elections 
to ensure continued political sta- 
bility. 

The “moderates" who are 
usually careful to keep their his- 
torically good ties with the Jorda- 
nian regime, felt that the King's 
speech credited their political 
weight in the country and that a 
confrontation should be avoided 
over the law. 

“The hawks,” however, 
adopted a different interpretation 
of the King’s message and in- 
sisted on boycotting the polls. 
Between this camp and that, a 
third opinion appeared which cal- 
led for participating in the elec- 
tions but with independent candi- 
dates rather than a cross-country 
bailor. 

The three opinions were pre- 
sented at Thursday’s meeting, 
according to reports, but details 
were not immediately available. 
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HizboHah leader vows 
‘new rules’ in S. Lebanon 


BEIRUT (AP) — The leader of 
Iranian-backed Shiite Muslim 
guerrillas was quoted Friday as 
saying his fighters will not fire 
rockets into northern Israel if the 
Israelis do not bombard Muslim 
villages in South Lebanon. 

“We’re adhering to the new 
rales of the game ... that "we 
ourselves have established,” 
Sheikh Hass an Nasrallah said in 
an interview published by the 
leftist A! Safir daily four days 
before Arab-Israeli peace talks 
resume in Washington. 

“We stopped firing Katyusha 
rockets into northern Israel when 
Israel stopped shelling population 
centres," he said. 

He called this a "balance of 
terror’' based on a mutual cessa- 
tion of targeting civilian areas on 
both sides of the flashpoint bor- 
der, the only active Arab-Israeli 
warfront. 

“Our goal is not to blast rivi- 
lian targets with Katyushas. But if 
our civilian population centres 
are shelled, then Israel's settle- 
ments in northern Palestine are 
not going to be exempt from 
retaliation," he warned. 

Sheikh NaSTailah, who recently 
returned from talks with Iranian 
leaders in Tehran, appeared to be 
taking an unexpectedly milder 
line than usual on the confronta- 


are near reaching an interim 
agreement with the Jewish state. 

Earlier rounds of talks in 
Washington have been marked 
by sharp escalations of violence in 
south Lebanon and ’in the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Although Sheikh Nasrallah 
spoke of “newrules" in the con- 
frontation with Israel, they 
appeared similar to a tacit under- 
standing between Hizbollab and 
the Jewish state that has been 
observed for some time. 

Under that understanding, the 
Israelis would limit retaliation to 
major attacks on the “security 
zone," but would unleash severe 
reprisals, including attacks on 
towns and villages in South Leba- 
non, if settlements in, northern 
galilee were rocketed. 

Israeli warplanes Thursday 
raided Hizbollab targets after 
guerrillas attacked positions in- 
side die "security zone" manned 
by the South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) a Lebanese militia armed 
and funded by Israel. 

That kept tension high in the 
turbulent region in advance of the 
11th round of peace talks sche- 
duled to begin next Tuesday in 
Washington. 

, The foreign ministers of Syria, 
Jordan ana Lebanon and the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 


tion with Israel in S. Lebanon, tion political department chief 
He did not elaborate. "But fie gathered in Beirut Friday to map 


said resistance operations against 
the Israeli-occupied zone were 
.not linked to the 21-montb-old,’. 
U.S.-sponsored peace process in 
which the Palestinians reportedly 


out their strategy for the 11th 
round of peace negotiations. 

Iran, and Arab groups like 
Hizbollab, oppose the peace 
talks. 


Sheikh Nasrallah insisted that 
HIzboUah’s operations “are not 
seasonal or political. It’s a daily 
action that our brothers have 
been waging since 1985.” 

That was when Israel withdrew . 
the bulk of its .army which in- 
vaded Lebanon in Jane 1982 to 
crush Palestinian guerrillas. 

The Israelis continue to occupy 
the 1,100-sqnare-kilometre 
“security zone." 

Sheikh Nasrallah said that 
“new rules" seem to have field 
over the last three weeks of hosti- 
lities following a one-week Israel 
air, sea and aftfllery offensive 
against FEzbollah July 25-31 after 
seven soldiers were slain in guer- 
rilla attacks. 

“This has been demonstrated 
in tire way the Israelis reacted to 
tire Shibeen operation," Sheikh 
Nasrallah said. 

Nine Israeli soldiers were killed 
in a Hizbollab attack near tire 
village of Shiheen inside tire 
Israeli-occupied zone Aug: 19. It 
was the highest single-day death 
toll the Israelis have suffered in 
South Lebanon since 1985. 

Israeli fighter-bombers blasted 
Hizbollah. training and supply 
bases in east Lebanon’s Bekaa 
Valley, killing two guerrillas. But 
civilian targets were not hit. 

Those air strikes were the first 
since a U.S.-brokered ceasefire 
halted the Israeli blitz in July in 
which nearly 150 people, mostly 
Lebanese civilians, were killed, 
nearly 500 wounde and a half- 
million people driven from their 
homes. 














JERICHO: A scene from the market of Jericho In and Jericho as the first step in an interim Altsd- 
the occupied West Bank. The town is said to be the nian self-rule period in the occupied territories 
oldest in the world and is tire focus cH a plan (AFP photo) 
i n volv in g Israeli withdrawal from the Gaza Strip 


Clinton hails Saudi 
consultative council 


Iraq gives ultimatum to shipowners 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iraq has given 
the owners of 54 rusting vessels 
two months to tow them out of 
the Shatt Al Arab waterway, 
where they have been stranded 
since the. outbreak of the Iran- 
Iraq war in 2980. . 

It was yet another indication 
Shat Iraq is preparing for a possi- 
ble lifting of U-N. trade sanctions 
by dealing the estuary, its only 
outlet to the Gulf — even though 
there is no indication the sanc- 
tions are about to be lifted. 

Over the past few weeks, U.S. 
Navy officials and other obser- 
vers fiave noted that the Iraqis 
allowed a few such ships to be 
towed oat of the waterway. 

The state-run Iraqi News - 
Agency, monitored in Cyprus, 
said eight ships have been towed 


info the Gulf since July 5, a figure 
roughly equivalent to that pro- 
vided by other observers. 

The agency disclosed that this 
followed a request to the owners 
from Iraqi authorities, keen to 
unblock the key waterway. 

It said the owners would cow be 
given another two months to re- 
move the remaining vessels. It 
did not give a precise date or say 
what would happen if the request 
were not heeded. The agency said 
the number of remaining vessels 
was 54. 

Many of the vessels are in very 
bad condition and -are usable only 
as scrap metaL 

The Shatt A! Arab, winch 
forms part of the Iran-Iraq bor- 
der, is littered with the hoiks of 
dozens of rusting ships that were 
caught in its waters at the out- 


break of the war in 1980. 

Without announcing it official- 
ly, Iraq recently started allowing 
tiie owners of those vessels to tow 
them but of the estuary and down 
the' Gulf to Dubai for scrapping 

— or, in- some cases, repair. 

The news of the Iraqi move 

first came to light last month only 
because U.S.-led allied warships 
are monitoring shipping to and 
from Iraq to ensure that Iraq does 
not try to export or import any- 
tiling in contravention of the 
Security Council resolutions. 

- The Shatt Al Arab, which Iran 
calk the Arvand Rnd, was bitter- 
ly fought over as Iraq tried to 
keep open its, oil exports, and 
Iran tried to ait that economic 
lifeline. 

The waterway was Uttered with 
mines and wrecked ships. 


DUBAI (Agencies)— U.S. Pres- 
ident Bill Clin ton welcomed the 
formation of Saudi Arabia’s con- 
sultative council designed to give 
citizens a say in the oil-rich king- 
dom’s affairs, the Saudi Press . 
Agency reported Thursday night. ' 

“We have welcomed the Shura 
council as' an important step to 
widen popular participation in 
the government, which conforms 
with your history and traditions,” 
the agency quoted Mr. Clinton as 
saying in a message to King Fahd. 

The Saudi monarch last week 
appointed members of the 60- 
man Shura council, the first ever 
in the kingdom's 61-year history, 
as part of political reforms prom- 
ised after the 1991 Gulf war. 

Diplomats said on Wednesday 
they expected that King Fahd 
would move quickly to imple- 
ment further reforms including 
the appointment of provincial 
consultative' councils to work 
alongside the national Shura 
council. 

King Fahd sent a message to 
Mr. Clinton thanking him for 
welcoming the Shura council, 
“which, was formed in accordance 
with our Islamic religion and our 
ancient traditions and values,” 
the agency said. 

It also quoted the Saudi news- 
paper Okaz on Friday as calling 
on Saudi Arabia's citizens to 


actively correspond with the new 
council's members and “not to sit 
idly by in an indifference that 
does not live up to the standard of 
this historic achievement.” 

The Washington Tunes reports: 
The International Committee for 
Human Rights in the Gulf and 
Arabian Peninsula has welcomed 
the consultative assembly and ex- 
pressed hope that “farther posi- 
tive measures ...would enable 
Saudi Arabia to keep pace with 
the democratic changes that 
have swept various parts of the 
world in the aftermath of the cold 
war. 

All experts point to the crucial 
importance of Saudi Arabia to 
the West, with its oil wealth 
estimated .at 257 billion barrels, 
or one-fourth of the world’s 
known petroleum reserves. Saudi 
Arabia is also a huge market for 
Western goods, high technology 
and expertise. 

The kingdom has jealously 
guarded its political and econo- 
mic prerogatives, often baffling 
experts and intelligence special- 
ists who seem to be unable to 
forecast the scenario for. succes- 
sion to the Saudi throne. 

News from Saudi Arabia is 
generally sketchy, largely doe to 
an effective ban on foreign jour- 
nalists ordered tty King Fahd. 


Algeria’s bloodshed turning homes into horror 



By John Baggaley 
Reuters 

ALGIERS — On a street of 
elegant old French buildings 
that form the heart of the 
Algerian capital, an ambulance 
nosed into battling traffic to 
take a mutilated body on its 
last journey. 

The killing of Mahfoud 
Boucebsi, a doctor known as a 
friend of the poor, confirmed 
fears that suspected Muslim 
fundamentalists were seeking 
out “soft targets" in an in- 
creasingly bloody fratricidal 
struggle. 

Dr. Boucebsi was knifed re- 
peatedly as he arrived at hos- 
pital for work. A group of 
Algerians turned out to mourn 
him, shouting “Algeria, demo- 
crat.” But the heavy summer 
air in tree-lined Rue Didouche 
Mourad muffled the words 
which lacked force and convic- 
tion. 

Street riots that rocked cities 
and towns have ended, road 
blocks become fewer. The au- 
thorities say the security situa- 
tion is being mastered and a 
feared civil war avoided. 

But the spaces for safety are 
shrinking as the battle for 
.Algeria’s future' becomes more 
callous by the day. 


More than 1,000 people 
have been killed in 18 months 
of conflict generally blamed on 
Islamic militants since a gener- 
al election they were poised to 
win was cancelled. 

Their vision of an Algeria in 
the “purity" of an Islamic state 
is seen by those espousing 
democracy as “return to the 
dark ages." 

"They’ve sentenced hun- 
dreds to death, arrested 
thousands, but the fun- 
damentalists seem to have no 
problem getting new recruits," 
commented one European di- 
plomat. “And the tollers are 
getting more and more in diffe- 
rent to their victims.” 

Anger and fear spurred by 
the barbarity of recent killings 
is reflected in questions why 
some of over 200 condemned 
men — except for six executed 
early this year — have not 
been put before a firing squad. 

“They should execute some 
of them to show they really 
mean it," a taxi driver com- 
mented after an August week 
in which 30 people, including 
many militants, died in con- . 
tinning violence. 

The government newspaper 
Al Moudjahid unusually re- 
flected this anger.. Jn an inter- 


view with Justice Minister 
Mohammad Teguia it said the 
public was asking questions ab- 
out the sentences. 

Mr. Teguia said some were 
passed in absentia: “The other 
death penalties ... become ap- 
plicable .after the supreme 
court has ruled on appeals and 
recourse for mercy (by appeal 
to the bead of stale) has been 
rejected." 

Thirst for some accountabil- 
ity matches a widening feeling 
of vulnerability. 

A few months ago most of 
the deaths involved members 
of the security forces, killed 
battling Islamic militants or 
ambushed tty gunmen — their 
deaths seen by some as part of 
the risk of their work. 

That has changed. Farmers, 
traders, officials, journalists, 
taxi drivers, intellectuals have 
been killed, some; like the 
Mayor of Al Affroun, 55 
kilometres southwest of 
Algiers, in front of a wife and 
children. 

. The killers maintain their 
strategy of surprise. Last 
weekend former Prime Minis- 
ter Kasdi Mcrbah was 
ambushed and shot dead along 
with his son and brother. He 
was hit by # 30 bullets. 


Mr. Merbah, ex-bead of 
military security for 17 years, 
should have been the least easy 
target. 

For others, daily life has 
become a nightmare like that 
of a journalist who said he 
spent his week’s holiday 
sheltering in bis home and re- 
fusing to go out. 

“Some intellectuals have 
stuck verses from the Koran in 
their cars, hung beads from the 
inside mirror, to try to show 
Islamists they are good Mus- 
lims,” an Algerian business- 
man said. 

“These people are true Mus- 
lims. But they're opposed to 
the fundamentalists and now 
feel that by trying to save their 
lives they’ve betrayed them- 
selves.” 

Algerians and foreigners, 
conscious they might be targets 
although no expatriates have 
been killed, now leave and 
return home cautiously. Too 
many people not noticing lurk- 
ing men have been gunned 
down outside their homes. 

Some, including foreigners 
responding to embassy offi- 
cials' advice, vary the rimes 
they leave and return home, 
and change routes. Others 
‘check shop window reflections 


to see if they are being fol- 
lowed. 

But a bolted and barred 
front door is no longer a 
guarantee of safety. 

Eight days after Mr. 
Boucebsf died, Mohammad 
Boukhobza, head' of the Insti- 
tute for Global and Strategic 
Studies, had bis throat cut in 
front of his bound daughter in 
his own home. 

According to Uberte news- 
paper, four armed men forced 
a neighbour to knock at his 
door, Mr. Boukhobza, 
appointed in succession to a 
man killed earlier this year, 
opened it. 

A newspaper worker and 
two brothers were also (tilled in 
their own homes this month. 
So was a policeman, his 
mother and brother. Al Watan 
newspaper this week reported 
a series of rapes — rare in 
Algeria — all inside homes and 
attributed to extremists forced 
to live “underground." 

Algerian commentators see 
the latest deaths as another 
step into the abyss. “A strategy 
which takes us towards the 
massacre of the Algerian peo- 
ple and institution of ciril war 
in Algeria," said AJ Watan ’s 
director Omar Belhouchet. 
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Mortar attack . 
in Mogadishu 
after elite 7 .!! - 
forces arrive 

MOGADISHU (AFP) — Somali 
gunmen fired mortar shells or 
rocket propelled grariades at a 
U.S. military base here over- 
night, but there were no casual- 
ties or damage, a U.N. spokes- 
man said Friday. 

The attack follows the arrival 
Thursday of U.S. crack troops 
amid reports that among their 
missions was the capture of fugi- 
tive southern Mogadishu 
Mohammad Farah Aideed, 
wanted by the United Nations.' 

The shells were fired at sword 
base in southern Mogadishu, 
Captain Tim McDavitt, a spokes- 
man for the U.N. peacekeeping 
force in Somalia, UNOSOM n, 
said. The base is occupied by 
some 500 soldiers from the 68th 
Combat Support Battalion. 

A mortar shell also landed ab- 
out 300 metres from file gate to 
the former U.S. embassy, now 
used as UNOSOM headquarters, 
but there were no injuries or 
damage. 

Other attackers shot at Turkish 
troops guarding the gate. The 
gunmen fied when the soldiers 
returned - fire: 

The first group of 65 soldiers of 
an additional 400 U.S. troops, 
from the elite 3rd Battalion, 75th 
Rangers, based in Fort Benning, 
Georgia, arrived here on Thurs- 
day. 

Battalion commander Lieute- 
nant Colonel Danny McKnlght 
said he did'not know what role his 
soldiers, trained hr unconvention- 
al warfare, would play in Somalia 
or how long they would stay. 

The then were ready to cany 
out any mission assigned to them, 
he added. The remaining soldiers 
are expected to arrive here by the 
weekend. 

But ABC News in the United 
States reported that commandos 
charged with capturing General 
Aideed were among the U.S. 
reinforcements which arrived in 
Somalia on Thursday. 

ABC News quoted U.S. offi- 
cials saying members of the elite 
Delta Force had arrived, which 
ABC said demonstrated “the im- 
portance and urgency that the 
U.S. places on capturing 
Aideed." 

The Delta Force began its op- 
eration immediately after arriving 
in Somalia, according to ABCs 
sources' who did not say how 
many commandos were de- 
ployed. 

CBS also reported that the 
U.S. troops sent to join the 
peacekeepers in Somalia included 
a “Delta counter-terrorist team." 

The United Nations has 
offered a $25,000 reward for any- 
one assisting; in the capture of 
Gen. Aideed whom it has blamed 
for the attack which left 24 Pakis- 
tani peacekeepers dead in June. 
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nation” and of eniiKfatened people worldwide, IRINA saio. k wa s 
the first time ArafcSah Khamenei explicitly ruled out negotiate 
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dampen speculation that Iran could seek to settle its attrerencKt 
Siththc OSHe said defending the rights of the worf d sNfjKfams , 
notably those of the Palestinians, was a majoramiof 
republic and that Iran would never comprOTme 
interests. Iranian President Ali Alcbar Hasherm 
Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Velayati have 
that Iranian-U.S. relations could improve if Washington aaed to 
release billions of dollars in frozen Iranian assets in the United 
States after the revolution that toppled the Shah- La£ Math, 
newspapers here reported that secret efforts were m 

pariiamOTtaiy circles to urge the government to seek better 
relations with Washington. 

TWo Iranian guanls arrested in Iraqi Kurdistan 

IRBiL (AFP) — Two Iranian Revolutionaty Guards wcrc arrcsted 
last weekend after infiltrating Iraqi Kurdistan to reconnoitre thj 
region for future Iranian artillery attacks, Kurdish authorities sad 
Friday. The chief of Kurdish “police” in Darbendflchan, m the 
Kurds’ self-declared autonomous area of northern Iraq, said the 
two men were captured after a fierce Iranian bombaram ent of th e , 
region. The two Iranians, members of the elite guard corps winch 
operates both inside Tran and externally, admitted that fiutywere 
on an intelligence mission' and bad to gather information for more 
bombardment of the region. Four Iranian soldiers on a cross- ! 
border raid were captured by Iraqi Kurdish forces m July, and were 
released in mid-August following Iranian threats to bombard 
Sulaymaniyeh, one of Iraqi Kurdistan’s major towns. Iran has been i 
pounding artillery shells and conducting raids into Iraqi Kurdistan , 
in pursuit of Iranian Kurdish groups based in the area, accusing the. 
groups of conducting attacks on Iran. The “governor" of Darben- 
dikhan, Mustapha-Cawresh, told AFP that villages 30 kfiometres 
from the Iranian border had been bombarded last Sunday. O ne of 
the villages, Nautaq, is a base for an armed Iranian Kurdish' 
seperatist movement, the Democratic Kurdish Party .of Iran 
(DKPI). 

Turkish prime minister to visit Russia 

ANKARA (R) — Turkish Prime Minister Tansu Oiler will visit 
Russia next month for talks with President Boris Yeltsin on the 
Azeri- Armenian conflict and other issues. Government spokesman 
Yildirim Aktuna said Ms. Ciller would go to Moscow some tone* 
between Sept. 5 and 10. He said she would discuss recent 
Armenian advances into Azeri territory which have alarmed 
Turkey. “We are for file preservation of Azerbaijan’s territorial 
integrity," he said, adding that Turkey would work within the 
international community to try to halt the conflict. Ms. Ciller Was 
also expected to discuss economic cooperation with Russia; 
Turkey’s biggest trading partner in die former Soviet Union, and 
fire route of a proposed pipeline to carry Azeri and KazaldLofl 
across. Turkish territory. It mil be Ms. Ciller's first trip abroad 
since she became prime minister in June. She is scheduled to v&t 
Germany, .which she had previously planned to make her first 
foreign destination, on September .20. and 21 for talks with 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl. Ms. Ciller is also malting plans to visit 
the United States, but no dates have been set A Turkish 
oppoation leader, former Prime Minister Bulent Ecevh, urged 
Ankara in remarks canted by Anatolian news agency on Friday to 
launch air strikes against Armenia to deter it from attacking 
Azerbaijan and giving sanctuary to Kurdish guerrillas on Turkey’s 
eastern border. In recent months separatist Kurdish rebels h&ve 
become more active in eastern Turkey near the borders with Iran: 
and Armenia. 

British hiker fights off rape attempt ^ 

■RA BAT (R) — British hiker Ffyona Campbell, bidding to becothe 
the first woman to walk across Africa, fought off a would-be rapist 
in Morocco after she set off on the final leg of her odyssey. The 
Moroccan authorities responded by deciding to give Ms. Campbell, 
who is part way through an attempt to walk round the world, a 
police escort for the final 281 kilometres from Rabat to the 
northern city of Tangier. “It was a difficult struggle with a young 
beach bum who tried to rape me," Ms. Campbell, 26, told Reuters 
Friday, i m fine but I don’t look very pretty. My left eye is badTy 
swollen and cut, and I won’t be able to judge distances very weiL It 
will probably slow me down,” she added. The man attacked her on 
the busy three-lane highway 35 kilometres north of Rabat on 
Thursday. He was arrested by paramilitary police a few boms later. 
^. r f CU ^y atlI JS at tfie residence of the British ambassador-in 
Sf I J amsa * Ms ' Campbell plans to Continue her walk 

on Saturday. She hopes to reach Tangier by Sept. 1. Ms. Campbell 
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CHURCHES 

SL Mary oTNazeretfa Chord: Swtxficfa, 
Tel. 8107 40 

Assemblies of God Church, Tel. 
632785. 

Si. Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of the Anaonehitloa Tel. 

■ 657440. 


Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Td. 

775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 
Amman Inter na t io nal Church Td. 
652526. 

Evangelical L uthe r an Church Tel: 
824328. 

The Church of Jesns Chrbt d Latter- 
Day Saints Tel. 823824. 654932 
Cbnrch of Nazarov Td. 675691. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department ot 
Meteorology. 

There will be a gradual rise in 
temperatures and it will be relatively 
hot Winds win be Hght to moderate, 
in Aqaba winds win be northerly mod- 
erate and seas calm. 


Amman 

Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan Valley .... 


Min ./Max. terns, 

22 / 33 4 

27/39 

20/37 

25/38 


Yesterday's Ugh temperature*: Am- 
man 33. Aqaba 39, Humidity readings: 
Amman 39 per cent. Aqaba IS per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE' 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Wahd AlMatri 675485 

Dr.Sa'idAU ft 788285 

Dr. Rizq AtwZein* 894295 

Dr. Mohammad Shuqair 652693 

Fuas pharmacy 6619 12 

Ferdow* pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yaooub pharmacy 644945 

Shmciam pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

DUUD: 

Dr. Ahmad Oanu 272032 

A) Quds Pharmacy (— ) 

ZAKQAr ■ 

Dr. Abdul Karim Kfcasbashnch 

983023 

Khahfch pharmacy 985417 


emergencies 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Qvfl Defence Department 661 111 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Qvil Defence Emergency 199 

192. 621 111, 637777 

Highway Police fiSil 

Traffic Police 896390 

PnWc Security Department -.630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complainis 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 
Complaints , 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdafi Telephone Repairs 661 101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan ..774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

brawny. 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08*53200 


Queen Alia IntL Airport. 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
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Majali to meet with business com mu nity 


■SILVER ANNIVERSARY: 

Royal Highness es Crown 
: Hassan and Princess 
■Swath today (Saturday) eeie- 
.bratc their 25th wedrfin* 


anmvertary. While dedfcatial 
their lives to serving the King, 
dom, they have also devoted 

.much attention to humaniia- 
■dan issues and derdopmem 
•projects and to the bringing on 
.of their four children. Their 
Royal Highnesses Prince 
Hashed and Princesses 
Rahmeh, Sumayah and 
Badi'ah 



He r Royal Highness Princ ess Haya Bint A1 Hussein Friday marches with about 5,000 anti-smoking 
activists (Petra photo) 

5,000 march against smoking 


AMMAN (Petra) — Her Royal 
Highness Princess Haya Bint A1 
Hussein Friday joined about 
5,000 marchers in an anti- 
smoking march organised by the 
jfefdaoian Anti-Smoking Society 
HASS), in cooperation with the 
■Royal Jordan--n and the Haya 
Arts Centre. 

• The march started at 9:00 a.m. 
jrom the Haya Arts Centre and 
■ended at the Orthodox Gub in 


! ,; COlCURFUL CIRCAS- 
SIAN CULTURAL NIGHT: 
Deputising for Her Majesty 
Queen Noor, Their Royal High- 
nesses Princess Aisha Bint A1 
H ossein and Princess Rania 
Abdullah Thursday night inau- 
gurated A1 Jed A1 Jadeed Fes- 
tival for Culture and Arts in 
Amman. The week-long festival 
jp held to mark' the 41st 
anniversary of His Majesty 
King Hussein’s accession to the 
throne. Estahflshed in 1950, the 
dub a**™ at highlighting the 
culture and traditions of Cir- 
cassians living in Jordan 
through various social, cultural 
and artistic activities. At the 
festival, the Princesses inaugu- 
rated an exhibition of paintings 
by Jordanian artists. Follow- 
ing, they attended a dance per- 
formance by A1 Jed Al- Jadeed 
FoBt'ore Troupe, a group of 
160 young men and women who 
had been rehearsing intensely 
for 3 months In preparation for 
the festival. The show, entitled 
■“The Eternal Torch," depicts 
picturesque images of Circas- 
sian social and cultural life. 
The folklore troupe has partici- 
pated In several national 
events, such as the J crash Fes- 

I tfval, as well as in intern ati o n al 
events. 


Abdoun, where participants en- 
joyed performances staged by the 
RJ Folklore Troupe and the Haya 
Arts Centre Band. 

The marchers were also enter- 
tained with music played by 
Armed Forces Band. 


Also taking part in the march 
was Health Minister Abdul 
Rahim Malhas. 

The march was spurred by 
Princess Haya, who called for a 
dean and smoke free environ- 
ment in Jordan. 


A t the end of the march, Prin- Its aim is to raise public aware- 
cess Haya was awarded tbe J ASS ness of the danger of the nicotine 
trophy in appreriation of her habit, induding the hazards of 
efforts in supporting the society, smoke to non-smokers. 



WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings arc compiled from monthly 
bulletins and the daily Arabic press. Readers are 
advised to verify the listed time and place wrrfi 
the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

# Art exhibition by Iraqi artist Shaker Al Shadi 
at Alia Art Gallery. 

☆ Exhib ition of paintings by 25 Jordanian artists 
al tbe Housing Bank Complex exhibition haU. 

* Exhibition of paintings by Jordanian artet 
Bisbara Najjar at Esbbeiia Art Gallery, Amra 

V Shopping Centre. The paintings depict 

■» lonJanian-Palestmian heritage, Jordanian 
l aptiqnities, Arab Jerusalem, rural life and 


natural scenery. „ 

* Opening of new art gallery, “Daral Al 
Funun,” of tbe Abdul Mqjetd Sboman 
Foundation. Programme includes the 
permanent exhibition and tbe “Chair" 
exhibition in Jabal Luweibdeh. 


SHOWS 

Tir Play entitled "Crescent Night” al the Royal 
Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. 
ft "The Eternal Torch," a variety of Circassian 
dan*** performances by Al-Jtd Al- Jadeed 
Club at tbe club's premises in tbe Seventh 
Circle. Painting and handicrafts exhibition on 
sidelines. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Al Majali 
Tuesday will meet with the heads 
of chambers of commerce, lead- 
ing businesspersons and repre- 
sentatives of the economic sector 
in Jordan. 

Discussion will focus on econo- 
mic and administrative issues, 
means of stimulating the private 
sector’s businesses, the general 
economic developments in the 
Kingdom and the removal of 
barriers that continue to binder 


The announcement, by the 
Federation of Chambers of Com- 
merce. said that the meeting with 
tbe premier was part of ongoing 
contacts between the private sec- 
tor and various government offi- 
cials responsible for tbe national 
economy, to bolster bilateral 
cooperation in economic fields. 

Meanwhile,. Dr. Majali was 
quoted as saying that the govern- 
ment was considering raising the 
salaries of civil servants and offer- 
ing incentives for creative em- 
ployees. 

The prime minister was speak- 
ing during a visit Thursday to the 
Amman Municipality where he 
met with Mayor Mamdouh Al 
Abbadi and senior officials to 



Abdul Salara Al Majali 
discuss Municipal Council prob- 
lems. 

Dr. Majali said the government 
was planning to modernise Jorda- 
nian laws and regulations in offi- 
cial departments to ensure de- 
velopment and run parallel to the 
policy of decentralkarion, 

1st pursuit of this policy, said 
the prime minister, each of the 
governors rrs in Jordan will have 
its own fiscal budget for 1994 and 
each governor will hold addition- 


al authorities enabling him to 
deal directly with local mailers 
without referring to the central 
government. 

Among the new laws and reg- 
ulations that are to accompany 
these reforms. Dr. Majali said, 
will be rules to provide incentives 
for creative employees and make 
those "who neglect their duty 
accountable. 

Urging the municipality to 
cooperate closely with the gov- 
ernment ministries, the prime 
minister said it should strive to 
expand the green areas within the 

Amman region and at the same 

time protect the agricultural 
lands. 

He said that unused lands 
should be planted with forest 
trees to become natural breathing 
spaces for Amman's citizens and 
contribute towards safeguarding 
the environment. 

In reviewing the municipality's 
activities, the mayor said, the 
municipal council was dealing 
with 20 different zones in the 
Amman region which is 520 
kilometres in area. 

Dr. Abbadi said the municipal- 
ity's 7,430 workers were exerting 
their full efforts to provide muni- 
cipal services in the Amman re- 


gion. 

According to the mayor, the 
municipality needs JD58 million 
!o meet iu commitments, but it is 
receiving only a JD4S million 
budget annually. 

He said tbe balance is covered 
from the savings of earlier years. 

The prime minister Thursday 
also visited the Ministry of Water 
and Irrigation where he was 
briefed on related projects by 
Minister Bassam Kakish, 

Various difficulties facing the 
ministry and the Jordan Valley 
Authority (JVA) in connection 
with water supplies were discus- 
sed. 

Urging officials to act faithfully 
and exert efforts in providing 
public services, the prime minis- 
ter said that one has to realise 
that selfishness can in no way 
solve-problems. 

Dr. Majali reaffirmed the need 
for decentralising government 
business, noting that such mea- 
sures would save effort and time 
for citizens and government de- 
partments alike. 

Noting that the government 
would not be lenient with those* 
encroaching on state rights, water 
supplies, installations, and other 
facilities and services, the prime 


minister said the water ministry 
should pinpoint faulty areas and 
any waste of funds "and water 
resources before appropriate me- 
asures can be token to dea l with 
them. 

Tbe Premier also called on all 
ministries, government depart- 
ments and public institutions to 
supply the Jordan Economic and 
Social Organisation for Retired 
Servicemen (JESORS) with de- 
tailed information about all pub- 
lic vehicles, and the costs in- 
volved in repairing them, as well 
as their maintenance records over 
the past three years. 

In a communique issued to all 
government departments and 
public institutions. Dr. Majali 
urged cooperation with JESORS 
to enable the organisation to pre- 
pare studies for a project to re- 
pair all government-owned vehi- 
cles at maintenance workshops to 
be set up by JESORS. 

The step is aimed at saving 
public funds by avoiding unneces- 
sary expenses * recruiting a signifi- 
cant number of technicians at 
these workshops and training a 
large number of Jordanians as 
mechanics at a special mainte- 
nance institute to be set up for 
this purpose. 


Political enlightenment drive targets women 


By Jennifer Hamarneh 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Although they 
admit that the one-person, 
one -vote system will signifi- 
cantly lessen the chances of a 
woman making it to Parlia- 
ment this year, officials of the 
Business and Professional 
Women's Gub (BPWC) in 
Amman are undeterred in 
their goal to continue a politic- 
al enlightenment campaign 
targeted at Jordan's female 
electorate. 

According to Selwa Nasser, 
director of BPWC's informa- 
tion centre, the two-stage 
drive, which began in June, 
first aimed at gening women to 
register to vote. 

Ms. Nasser explained to the 
Jordan Times that teams of 
five to six women and men 
held scheduled meetings and 
dialogues with women in urban 
and rural areas around the 
countiy. 

The meetings, which were 
hosted at the Princess Basina 
Social Services centres, usually 
drew about 50 women, she 
said, and following each meet- 
ing, the BPWC learned that on 
average 40 to 50 per cent of the 
attendees had registered to 
vote. 

Ms. Nasser added that the 
BPWC teams were delighted 
to learn that many of the 
women at these meetings rec- 
ognised that not registering 
and not voting was negligent of 
their right and their civic duty. 

With the passing of the reg- 
istration deadline on Aug; 16, 
the BPWC is pooling its efforts 
for the second stage of their 
political enlightenment cam- 
paign. that is, an intensive 
drive to encourage women to 
run as candidates for the Low- 
er House of Parliament. 

Their strategy is to hold 
meetings again throughout the 
countiy, hoping to cover most 
of the area and distribute re- 


levant literature. 

They have published pam- 
phlets and brochures that out- 
line the advantages of having 
women representatives in tbe 
Lower House and in the poli- 
tical arena and points to be 
considered by women candi- 
dates in running a successful 
campaign. 

Ms. Nasser explained that 
the meetings and the literature 
aim to enhance tbe role of 
women in politics. 

“We strive to present the 
case of women and for women 
in the right light,” she said, 
adding that at these meetings 
focus at raising the awareness 
of the advantages of women 
taking part in the law-making 
process. 

The printed guidelines on 
successful electioneering focus 
mainly on how the candidate 
should cultivate her consti- 
tuency. 

Pointers include what to do 
at a political meeting. 

For example, the brochure 
states that the candidate 
•should be ahead of time, state 
her objectives and principles in 
15 minutes then conduct a 
question and answer session in 
which she should strive to 
maintain a friendly, sincere de- 
bate. 

The candidate is advised to 
listen as well as speak, and if 
she does not know the answer 
to a question, she should say so 
and later find the answer as 
soon as possible. She is coun- 
selled to close the session on 
friendly terms, even if there is 
disagreement. 

Officials at the BPWC be- 
lieve that even if women candi- 
dates are unsuccessful this 
year, the experience gained 
will benefit them in their next 
political efforts and the next 
elections. 

"We are urging women to 
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Women from Madaba gather at the local Princess dialogue organised by the Business and Professional 
Basina Social Services Centre for a meeting and Women's Club on the importance of voting 


take part in the elections as 
voters and candidates because 
we believe that this experience 
will help enhance their role in 
political life and form the 
foundation for becoming poli- 
tical leaders in tbe future,” 
President of BPWC Hind Al 
Jaber told the Jordan Tunes. 

The dub, which was estab- 
lished in 1976 as a voluntary 
organisation, plans to air short 
public service announcements 
on television and radio to en- 
courage women to vote. 

In describing how these 
announcements will be de- 
signed. BPWC General Direc- 
tor Butheina Jardaneh told the 
Jordan Times that at earlier 
meetings, many women indi- 
cated that their husbands or 
other male relatives would 
strongly influence, if not dic- 


tate, their vote. For the illiter- 
ate woman, Mrs. Jardaneh 
said, her spouse or male rela- 
tives might write the name of 
the candidate on the woman's 
hand before sbe goes to the 
polls. 

Mr. Jardaneh explained that 
rather than persuading them to 
ignore their husband’s de- 
mand, they would suggest to 
these women that they try to 
encourage their spouses' to 
attend campaign meetings and 
rallies in order to form an 
objective opinion of candi- 
dates. 

“Our goal is not to create 
family conflicts, but to encour- 
age quiet dialogue within the 
context of the culture to arrive 
at a more progressive, demo- 
cratic approach to the electoral 
process, particularly where it 


concerns women," Mrs. Jar- 
daneh said. 

After Nov. 8, the BPWC will 
not cease its drive, said Ms. 
Nasser. It will cany it into the 
future. 

During a BPWC political en- 
lightenment meeting in Hasa, 
in southern Jordan, the team 
was astonished and pleased to 
discover the women there were 
able to articulate what one- 
person, one-vote meant to 
them, Ms. Nasser recalled. 

“Before, they said, with 
three votes, a woman could 
voce for the husband's choice, 
but also cast her own vote for 
the candidate of her choice. 
With one-person, one-vote, 
they felt that the liberty would 
be lost," said Ms. Nasser. This 
is where BPWC believes it can 
make a difference. 


JB A to honour 


International conference to address 


senior lawyers primary materials used in industry 
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Yellow Pages 
to be released today 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Jorda- addressing legal matters concem- 
nian Bar Association (JB A) Fri- ing company laws and lectures by 
day announced plans for a gener- (aw professors of Jordanian and 
al three-day celebration to bon- other Arab universities, said Dr. 
our senior lawyers. Nas&ar. 

On Sept 16, the first day of the The conference, he said, is 
ceremony, which also coincides a j me{ j a t contributing to the de- 
wuh the anniversary of the estab- vdopmem 0 f the l<^al process 
lishment of the association, the helping lawyers to exchange 
presidents of the successive asso- information and put forth propos- 
ition councils and heads of als to modernise Jordanian laws, 
courts will be honoured. Taking part in the conference. 

Nearly 3,000 J° r- he said, are bar association presi- 

dan and the Arab World are from Egypt, Syria, Iraq, 

expected to attend the cere- Yemen, Tunisia, Bahrain, Qatar, 
monies, said Kamal Nassar. the ant j Kuwait. 

JBA president. 

The ceremonies will include an According to Dr. Nasser, the 
open general meeting during Jordanian Bar Association, which 
which related lopices will be tack- was founded in 1950, will distri- 
led. bute awards to those new lawyers 

Along with the ceremonies who have excelled in their two- 
therc will be a general conference year training courses. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The fust edi- 
tion of the Jordan Yellow Pages 
will be released under the patron- 
age of His Royal Highness Prince 
Ali Ben Al Hussein today (Satur- 
day), according to an announce- 
ment by Canadian Ambassador 
to Jordan, Andrew Robinson. 

Mr. Robinson said the Tele- 
Direct Canada, in cooperation 
with the Hashemite Advertising 
and Publishing Company in Am- 
man, will release the first edition 


of the comprehensive business 
directory. Tele-Direct is a sub- 
sidiary of Bell Canada, Canada's 
largest telecommunications com- 
pany. It has been successfully 
producing yellow pages director- 
ies in North America for more 
than 80 years and has extended its 
operations into North Africa, the 
Middle East, Latin America, and 
Australia. 

The new directory will be dis- 
tributed free of charge. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Uni- 
versity of Jordan and the Jorda- 
nian Engineers Association 
(JEA) Friday announced plans to 
hold an international conference 
in Amman ncxr month to discuss 
primary materials used in indus- 
try. 

The announcement said that 
the four-day conference, to open 
on Sept. 6, will be attended by at 
least 150 engineers from Jordan 
and other countries. 

The conference will review 33 
working papers dealing with va- 
rious materials used in the con- 
struction indusuy, sources of 
primary materials, prospects for 

Shipping line 
takes delivery 
of new vessel 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan 
National Shipping Lines (JNSL) 
announced Friday that it had 
taken delivery of a 15.000 tonne 
vessel to help increase the export 
of phosphate and other materials 
to India and Asian nations. 

JNSL Director General Yasser 
Tel said the new vessel, which 
cost 54.22 million, and is to be 
named “Al Hassa” will join two 
others also used to Transport 
phosphate and other goods be- 
tween Jordan and European ahd 
.Asian destinations. 

The company hopes to get a 
510 million loan by the end of the 
year to buy 3 multi-purpose ship 
to operate between Aqaba and 
northern Europe. Mr. Tel said. 


utilising their resources in Jor- 
dan, the transfer of technology in 
industry, alternative materials 
used in industries and other 
Topics. 

Other working papers will 
address the strategies of scientific 
research in the technology of 
primary goods, quality control, 
specifications and standards and 
training cadres to deal with these 
materials, said the announcement 
which noted that the meetings 
will be held at the Royal Cultural 
Centre in Amman. 

It said that the speakers will 
focus attention on the need to opt 


for locally- produced primary 
materials to be used in industry. 

One of the conference days will 
be dedicated to visits to various 
industrial businesses at the Sahab 
Industrial G'ty, the announce- 
ment said. 

It added that an exhibition will 
be organised in Amman to orient 
the public on Jordanian, Arab 
and international industries. 

Major Jordanian as well as 
Arab and foreign industrial firms 
-will take pan in the exhibition. 
The conference will be opened by 
University of Jordan President 
Fawazi Gharaibeh. 


Jordan, Japan agree 
to boost food production 


AMMAN (Petra) — A Japanese 
team of agricultural experts con- 
cluded its visit to Jordan and talks 
with the Ministry of Agriculture 
by signing minutes of delibera- 
tions concerning cooperation in 
boosting food production. 

The signing by Ministry Secret- 
ary General Ghaleb Abu Arrabi 
and the head of visiting Japanese 
team followed intensive study of 
Jordan's needs for equipment to 


special attention to food produc- 
tion was given to northern, cen- 
tral and southern highlands and 
the Jordan Valley. 

It stressed the need for increas- 
ing automated agricultural equip- 
ment, fertilisers and pesticides 
as needed inputs for such in- 
creases. 

At the Stan of the meetings on 
Aug. 17, Minister Df Agriculture 
Marwan Kamal noted that lack of 




A statement issued Friday, 
summing up the talks, said the 
agreement was reached on au- 
gmenting efforts for the produc- 
tion of field crops in the rain-fed 
regions and potatoes in the Jor- 
dan Valley. 

According to the statement. 


was among the main reasons for 
the low rate of cereal production 
in Jordan. 

Some of the machinery ana 
equipment needed include 
harvesters to reap lentils and 
chick peas, a process which is still 
being done manually. 
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Sanctions hurt all 


-ANKARA has every right to ask the U.N. Security 
Council to review trade sanctions against Iraq.' 
“The embargo has not achieved its objective,” 
asserted a Turkish adviser to Tansu Ciller, the 
Turkish prime minister, Tuesday, adding the 
sanctions have “hurt the Iraqi people.” This 
Turkish assessment measures up well to the 
after-effect of the three-year-old international 
sanctions against Iraq and reflects accurately the 
view shared by many other countries in the world. 

True Turkey has sustained substantial losses as 
a result of the sanctions in the aftermath of the 
Iraqi invasion and occupation of Kuwait in 1990 
especially dne to the closure of the 980-kilometre 
pipeline that connects Kirkuk oilfields with a 
Turkish terminal on the Mediterranean coast. But 
the reasons for Turkey to speak out now beyond 
its humanitarian concern for Iraq to touch upon 
the true objectives of the embargo. 

The role of Iraq in the Golf region remains to be 
critical as far as the establishment of balance of 
power in the area is concerned. Iran is increasing- 
ly flexing its muscles everywhere in the Gulf 
region and unless there is such a balance, the 
stability and security of the states of the area 
would continue to be jeopardised and under- 
mined. 

The international community is invited to look 
beyond the issue of “Saddam in power” and think 
more in terms of the indispensable role that that 
Important Arab country can perform in the future 
of the Middle East. Staying the present course 
vis-a-vis Iraq has become self-defeating. Turkey 
and other countries are therefore speaking up now 
against the current bankrupt U.N. policy towards 
the Arab Gulf state. 

Jordan is also severely affected by the perpetua- 
tion of the sanctions against Iraq. Free interna- 
tional shipping to Aqaba is constantly being 
interfered with raising in the process freight 
charges to Jordan via the port by up to 40 per 
cent Considerable percentage of Jor danian in- 
dustrial production was marketed in Iraq till the 
onset of the Golf crisis. Now Jordanian industries 
have been effectively denied this indispensable 
market. What adds insult to injury is the con- 
tinued closure of the Gulf markets for Jor danian 
trade and commerce. Other countries are also 
hurt by this short-sighted policy. 

Presumably this and other related issues are the 
subject of bilateral talks between Amman , Ank- 
ara and other states. Other interested govern- 
ments are expected to pick up where the Turkish 
‘'government has left off. Still the key to this issue 
remains in the hands of Washington. The Clinton 
administration has yet to develop a fresh start in 
that direction. With more states joining the 
chorus of voices calling for a review of the present 
U.N. course, the U.S. should be expected to show 
more understanding of the new will of the 
international community and apply a more 
meaningful response. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


SAWT AL SHAAB daily focused attention on the outcome of the 
Palestiman-Joritanian talks and coordination of stands, noting 
that the visit to Jordan by Palestine President Yasser Arafat was 
yet another step forward. The last meeting between Mr. Arafat 
and King Hnssein resulted in the formation of six joint commit- 
tees to coordinate matter between the two sides in economic, 
border and many other matters, said the daily. These committees 
are now being given momentum and their work is being boosted 
for tbe best interest of the two peoples, continued the daily. We 
demand that coordination be held at the highest possible level and 
unity of stand be achieved hi all matters especially those affecting 
the. future relationship after the end of the Israeli occupation, said 


the paper. Furthermore, said the paper, the Arab . countries 
involved in the peace process should unify their stand at the 


Friday meeting in Beirut, prior to resuming talks with Israel at the 
end of this month, in order to maintain the solid Arab stand and 
back the Palestinians in their endeavours to regain freedom. 


A COLUMNIST in AI Ra’i Arabic daily bitterly criticised a 
statement by Maiwan Dudin, head of the Jordanian side to the 
Jordanian- Palestinian Economic Committee, for dedaring that 
steps are being taken to fadlitate trade between the West Bank 
under autonomy rule and Jordan. Israel would definitely oppose 
any form cf autonomy rule for the Palestinians if it were not 
linked to the Israeli economy and therefore any Jordanian- 
Palestinian tradewouid .mean Jordaniaa-lsraeli trade, said Fahd 
Al Fanek, Warning against this step as a dangerous one to the 
Jordanian t ustry in particular, Fanek does not recommend such 
a practice s.at 1 the writer. He warned that such a step would cause 
the total collapse of the Jordanian industry because the Kingdom 
would be fit ' 1 led - with Israeli-made goods, not because they are 
c.icapiit or i -..sr qwaliij . but because the Israeli industry is 
subsidised b> at least $6 billion annually. 


Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr. Musa Keilani 


IAF derision— voice of reason and logic 


AU those who support the democratisation process of Jordan can 
heave a sigh of relief how that the Islamic Action Front (IAF) has 
decided to participate in the general elections. Not that there was 
any real doubt that the front, the political arm of the Muslim 
Brotherhood, or any other political party would have boycotted 
the Nov. 8 polls, bur, tbe formal IAF decision means not only 
Islamist participation in the elections but also puDs die rug from 
under the feet of other groups which might have contemplated a 
boycott. 

Now " that the threat of a boycott has been removed, it is 
interesting to look at what went behind the scenes at the IAF 
headquarters in Abdah and in tbe. homes of prominent Brother- 
hood activists m the past few days leading to Thursday's decision 
and whether the group has anything up its sleeve. 

For one thing, the IAF decision establishes that the moderates 
in the group prevailed over the hardliners. But the overriding 
factor in the equation is the admirable discipline in die ranks of 
the Brotherhood as evident in tbe admission of hardliners that 
they had no choice but to go along with die decision of the 
political leadership to partake in the elections despite their 
'reservations. 

Of course, now the battle within the IAF ranks will be for 
candidacies. No doubt, the hardliners will be pressing for a higher 
level of representation in the final list of candidates. Their 
arguments wifi be two-pronged: That they are going along with 
the decision to take part in the elections and therefore should be 
rewarded and that a message should be sent to the political scene 
by ensuring a strong non-moderate Islamist voice in Parliament 
despite the one-person, one-vote formula which they consider as 
targeting them. 

Numerous other factors will come into play in drawing up tbe 
final list of candidacies, but the net outcome could very well be a 
higher proportion of Islamist hardliners sitting under tire Brother- 
hood banner in the domed Partiament than the Brotherhood bloc 
in tbe 11th Parliament. 

In practical terms, it means a nonc-too-soft response to 
government moves and fireworks on the 1 Parliament floor. The 
hardline camp may not be too prone to avoiding polemics and 
holding any punches over every issue that they think the 
government favours. Quite simply, it will be a question of the 
.hardliners opposing everything the government proposes simply 
because the government proposed it. 

Indeed, heated debates in Parliament are an essential part of a 
lively democratic life; let us hope that lines will be drawn when it 
comes to issues that are of serious impact on our lives and that the 
hardliners will see the wisdom in endorsing moves that serve the 
society. 

Anxiety to avoid a political confrontation with the re gim e and 
be deprived of a role in mainstream politics of the country by 


staying away from toe polls indeed played a key role in shaping 
the IAF decision to go to the elections. 

I am one of those who believe that in the Nov. 8 elections tbe 
Brotherhood will retain its power base in the Lower House of 
Parliament — give or take a couple of seats from tbe 23-strong 
bloc in the Iltn legislature — despite tbe electoral change to a 
one-person, one-vote system. The reasoning is that the Brother- 
hood has a deadly defined set of priorities, it is the most, 
disciplined group in the country, its members believe in what they 
are doing and its ideology, political Islam, is not at all alien to the 
Jordanian society. 

The frustration over the unfavourable dima»». of the Middle 
East peace process mid the pressure that the Palestinians find 
themselves under to .make concessions after concessions are 
dements that the Brotherhood will translate into ballots in its 
favour on Nov. 8. By the same token, tbe obvious inability of the’ 
Arabs and Muslims to do anything to fight what many see as 
western hegemony — American decisions and strategies to be 
more precise — wffl be another of its cards,' paitkmlariy given the 
suffering of the Iraqi people and tbe impunity with which 
Washington and allies adopt and implement decisions against Iraq 
and Libya. 


O- r~ ~ -J — .VjBWVUUUj Mis uiyvi-mu ugoiiui 

the west, rot they lack the retigious aura which gives better legitim ac y to 
the Brotherhood. Furthermore, the argument that Islam has replaced the 
fanne r Soviet Union as the West’s enemy will be in favour of 
Brotherhood. The indictment of Sheikh Omar Abdul Rahman and several 
other M u s lim s in the New York World Trade Centre bombing and other 
alleged conspiracies will, explicitly and imp&titiy, be turned into aces by 
the 


Notwithstanding the fear of many in the electorate over some of 
the Islamic law-oriented objectives of the Brotherhood, the fact 
remains that toe IAF decision to p arti cipate in the elections is a 
voice of reason and logic and foils in line with the “domesticated” 
image that the group has been presenting for many years. 

The hardliners in the group might fed betrayed by the electoral 
change despite their objections, given that their allegiance to the 
Hashemite throne regardless of all considerations and political 
differences remained rocksteady throughout the years. 

But it will be a timely reminder to them that a one-person, 
one-vote system was long overdne. Tbey do have a strong point 
that such a formula should not have come on its own and that 
restructuring of electoral districts towards parliamentary repre- 
sentation proportionate to definite regions and areas, is needed. 

Then, such changes are also in the making. And this time, it will 
be the deputies who made it to Parliament under tire one-person, 
one-vote formula who will be debating it. Let us see how they wtfl 
view such changes that might affect their reelection chdnccs . 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Jordanian- Palestinian coordination at talks 
is vital for the highest national interests 


Reviewed by Elia Nasrailab 


Jordanian-Palestinian coor- 
dination, the crisis within the 
PLO, preparations for the 12th 
round of Arab-Israeli peace 
talks and a host of domestic 
issues were the subjects tack- 
led by the local press in the 
past week. 


Lauding the efforts of the 
Jordanian-Palestinian commit- 
tees set up to discuss full coop- 
eration and coordination be- 
tween the two peoples on 
either of the River Jordan, a 
columnist in Al Ra’i said that 
these committees are faced 
with a huge task in the course 
of safeguarding the highest 
national interests. 

It is true that coordination 
concerning education, health, 
1 travel documents and social 
affairs, among other things, 
was continuous between the 
two sides even before the 
formation of the committees, 
but now the two sides are 
taking a step further towards 
more realistic coordination, 
thus paving the ground for the 
nature of the future rela- 
. tionship between the two peo- 
ples, said Sultan Al Hattab. 

The writer said that although 
political, social and economic 
matters are to be streamlined 
in the committees talks, their 
joint endeavours to confront 
the Israeli measures and posi- 
tions assume priority over 
others as the two sides are 
being challenged with tire pre- 
sence of occupation. 

Sawt Al Shaab daily de- 
scribed a visit to Jordan by 
President Yasser Arafat as 
being one more step towards 
full integration between Jor- 
dan and the Palestinian lands, 
the paper said. 

Thanks to King Hussein and 
President Arafat, we now have 
specialised joint committees to 
take sound steps towards coor- 
dination at all levels, -leading to 
full integration. 

A columnist in AI Ra’i said 
that the Jordanian-Palestinian 
joint committees should realise 
that the final word is that of 
Israel vis-a-vis the future of the 
occupied Arab lands and that 
their talks over coordination 
should remain hypothetical un- 
til occupation has^ended. 

Tareq Masarweh said that it 
is premature for the two sides 
to enter into discussions con- 
cerning the commercial ex- 
change between the East and 
the West Banks and the open- 
ing of Jordanian banks in the 
occupied territories. 

He said that the two sides 
have to wait until the Palesti- 
nians have indeed regained 
their freedom and are able to 
control their own destiny, 
otherwise such economic deal- 
ings would be taking place 
between Israel and Jordan in 


an indirect manner. 

Arafat Hijazi, a columnist in 
Sawt Al Shaab, said that the 
PLO’s financial crisis is partly 
to blame cn the PLO officials 
and representatives in various 
countries. 

The writer said that PLO 
representatives in European 
countries have been lavishly 
spending and squandering 
PLO funds and rumours have 
it that tbe former PLO repre- 
sentative in Paris has accumu- 
lated a vast wealth before 
emigrating to Canada follow- 
ing his acquisition of French 
citizenship. 

One should not place all the 
blame on tbe Gulf states or 
Libya for foiling to come to tire 
help of tbe PLO, said tbe 
writer, as senior PLO officials 
should take the blame for the 
present crisis. 

A columnist in Al Dustour 
defended tbe FLO position, 
noting that the financial crisis 
facing the organisation was a 
result of the Arab countries' 
failure to come to tbe help of 
the Palestinians. 

Mohammad Kawash 
charged that the Arab stales 
are in collusion with foreign 
powers trying to tighten the 
noose around tbe PLO and 
force it to accept the Israeli 
peace formula. 

He also criticised those PLO 
officials who are now abandon- 
ing the organisation, at a time 
when it is faced with having to 
make crucial decisions. 


AI Dustour daily said that one 
cannot expect from such a 
meeting to adneve a great deal 
apart from rea ffirm ing the 
joint Arab stand until regard to 
tire talks -whi c h - are due to 
resume on Aug. 31. 

The daily said the Arab mas- 
ses hope that this meeting 
would manifest more cohesion 
among tire Arabs in tire face of 
Israel’s political manouevres 
and would come to a decision 
of a joint stand, demanding 
real contribution towards 
peace on the part of the United 


Al Ra’i Arabic daily de- 
scribed King Hussein's visit to 
Oman as part of the Monarch’s 
endeavours to reestablish soli- 
darity among Arab countries. 

We are dehghted to see King 
Hussein and Sultan Qaboos 
taking tbe first step towards 
ending Arab differences and 
reestablishing collective action 
on the part of Arab leaderships 
vis-a-vis common issues facing 
the Arab Nation, said the pap- 
er. It said that only through 
inter-Arab cooperation can the 
Arabs find solutions for their 
problems. 

Sultan Al Hattab, a col- 
umnist in Al Ra’i, praised 
Oman for its rrloderate poli- 
cies. Throughout its history, 
Oman has been following mod- 
erate policies in its relations 
with Asian, European and 
Arab countries and has mam- 
tamed strong ties with Jordan, 
said tbe writer. 

King Hussein’s visit to 
Oman, said the writer was 
timely and would no doubt 
mark the first step towards 
healing rifts among Arab lead- 
ers. 

Referring to- the Friday 


ministers of countries involved 
in tiie peace talks with Israel, 


auiua». 

Ibrahim Al Aba, a col- 
umnist in Al Ra’i said that it b 
the Arab Nation's weakness' 
that lends strength to the 
Israelis who are constantly 
backed by the United States. 

__ The writer cast a pess im istic 
view on toe ongoing negotia- 
tions and said that Washing- 
ton, finding itself unable to 
keep its promise to play the 
role of active partner, could 
resort to shuttle diptomacy to 
keep tire contacts going, but 
very little is expected from 
these contacts, anyway. 

Mohammad Kawash ex- 
pected the peace talks to take 
at least 13 rounds, like the 
Arab television series with a 
dramatic end. 

The columnist, who writes 
for Al Dustour, said that we 
might witness the declaration 
of a Palestine government in 
parts of the occupied land but 
without Jerusalem at the end 
of the coming (wo sessions. 

The writer also said that the 
present PLO crisis is part of 
tire scenario which aims at im- 
posing a U-S. -Israeli peace for- 
mula on the Arab countries 
and the Palestinians. 

Saleh Qallab, a columnist in 
Al Dustour, criticised the Arab 
-League for striking off the 
“boycott fist* 1 names of foreign 
c o mp a nies doing business with 

Israel. 

He said that this step should 
not have be taken because 
many of those firms have 
Israeli capital and have special 
dealings with Israel. 

The writer said that tire 
peace talks do not mean that 
Israel and the Arabs have 
fin al i sed a settlement accept- 
able to the future generations 
and therefore the boycott reg- 
ulations should stand until 
peace has been achieved^ 

A columnist in Al Dustour 
described the public adudub- 
tntkn m Jonbn as overly 
masHied, with many of the civil 
servants having very little to 
do. Arguing ms point, Abdal- 
lah AI Khatib said that in two 
of bis writs to two government 
ministries for official business, 
he saw most of the employees 
either reading newspapers or 
having breakfast. 

The writer said it was only 


with difficulty that he was able 
. to have Ms business carried out, 
despite the fact that the em- 
ployees bad very tittle to do. 
He added that fab visit coin- 
cided with a visit to one of tbe 
two ministries by the Prime 
Minister who has been urging 
civil servants to work as ser- 
vants to the public. 

Taher Ai Udwan, a col- 
umnist in Al Dustour, criti- 
cised tire current procedures at 
the state-owned universities 
which deprive students with 
high grades of tire right to 
choose their own subjects for 
study. 

Even those who acquired 90 
per cent in the tawjflu ex- 
amination are not allowed to 
select their own specialisation, 
said the writer. This means 
that unlike other countries 
which honour those excelting 
in their courses and opens the 
door wide for them to choose 
their fields of study, the educa- 
tion system in Jordan is obso- 
lete and is telling students 
there is no point in being dili- 
gent and excelling jn their 
efforts and results. 

A columnist in Sawt Al 
Shaab directed attention to tbe 
private schools which, he said, 
try to impose overcharge fees 
on tire students and at the same 
time mistreat their teachers. 

Ahmad Dabbas said that the 
school administrations are in- 
creasingly showing their disre- 
gard for the Ministry of Educa- ' 
tion’s regulations concerning 
the school fees. These are in- 
creased every year while tire 
schools disregard the rights of 
.their teachers who more often 
than not are forced to accept 
humiliating agreements in view 
of the high rates of unemploy- 
ment in the country. 

The writer urged the minis- 
tries of education and labour to 
intervene and protect the pa- 
rents and the teachers from 
sudb malpractices. 


Muna Stauqair, a columnist 
in Al Dustour, stressed that 
the p resence of opposition to 
the government was a wan - 
ifestotfoa of and a contribution 
to the country’s democracy. 

It is. natural for tbe political 
parties and the opposition to 
have different views from 
those of the government con- 
cerning toe peace talks or the 
amendments to tbe Election 
Law and other matters. The 
writer said that it is undemo- 
cratic for the daily newspapers 
to support toe view of one side 
against the others. Should the 
daily papers , pursue this line 
they would lose credibility, she 
said. 

The daily newspapers should 
be allowed to express the real 
views of the public, for or 
against developments, laws 
and policies of tire govern- 
ment, said the writer. 



U.S. Supreme Court 
has helped expand 
civil rights since 1W 


By Paid MihuiMM* 


WASHINGTON — For four jg 
cades the U.S. Supreme Co*t 
has had a significant impact on 
foe eml rights movement m tue 

United States, and that influence 
grew markedly in the years- Ko- 
towing tbe late Martin Luther 
King’s historic march on 
Washington oil Aug. 28, 1963, to 
demand civil justice for Amer- 
ica’s blacks. 

In 1954 in the “Brown versus 
Board of Education” derision, 
the court had declared that seg- 
regation of Macks and whites in 
thepubtic school system was un- 
constitutional. That decision 
helped spur the dvfl rights move- 
ments of the late 1950s — almost 
entirely focused on the plight of 
southern blacks — that culmin- 
ated in the 1963 march. 


After 1963, the court continued 
in a liberal direction, taking 
farther steps to outlaw discri- 
minatkm based on race, creed 
and gender. Many of these court 
decisions were based on inter- 
pretations of dvfl rights legisla- 
tion passed by Congress in the 
1960s, including the omnibus 
CSvfl Rights Act of 1964, the 
Voting Rights Act of 1965. and 
■ the Fair Housing Act of 1968. 

In the 1970s, court decisions 
led to controversial experiments 
in “social engineering” — requir- 7 
ing, for instance, that white stu- 
dents be based to black neigh- 
bourhoods or that black students 
be transported to white neigh- 
bourhoods to attend school if that 
was the only way to desegregate 
public schools. 

In addition, tbe court made it 
legal — in some instances — to 
in stitute preferences for women 
and people of colour in university 
admissions and in hiring prac- 
tices, even if such preferences 
adversely impacted on whites and 
men. The court has been cautious 
about “affirmative action” or 
“reverse discrimination” as this 

C y is called, but in general has 
d it constitutional. 

The critical role of the Sup- 
reme Court in die U.S. dvfl rights 
revolution derives from its role as 
a co-equal branch of tire federal 
government with tire legislative., 
and executive brandies. 


based right to privacy. 

— 1966, South Carofo 

Katzenbach: The court 
the federal government w« ar- 
ose increased power to combat 
racial discrimination m voting. 

— 1966, Jones versus Mayen 
The court prohibi^ racial do- 
mination in tbe sale of real estate. 

— 1966, Miranda versus Arao- 
na: The court ruled that ponce 
may not interrogate suspects untfl 
they have been informed of their 
constitutional rights and their 
right to have an, attorney present 
during interrogation. 

— 1971, Swann versus 

Chari ott e-Mecklenburg County 
Board of Education: Thecourt 
filled unanimously that *Torcea 
busing” of students and other 
administrative measures are per- 
missible to achieve school deseg- 
regation, provided that segrega- 
tion exists as a result of previous 
state practices. (In nu merou s sab- 
sequent rulings, the court clar- 
ified the conditions under which 
“forced busing” could be re- 
quired). ' . 

1971, Gnggs versus Duke 

Power Company: The court rated 
u nanimo usly that the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964 bats employers from 
requiring job applicants to pro- 
vide a high school diploma or 
intelligence test scores unless 
such requirements are related to 
specific skills necessary for the 
* job being sought- The court also 
barred intelligence test results 
when they disqualify more black 
applicants than white applicants^ . 


“In general, Amer- 
icans have accepted 


and supported the 
movement towards a 
society in which rights 
are protected for afl 
citizens; however, 
some argue that the 
court’s interpretive 
discovery of indi- 
vidual rights that may 
not have been spelled 
out intk.Con^ 


c . ^ -m . „ - -has progressed to a 

Smce tire founding erf. the re- , . ... 
public, the court has asserted its level Where the JTgiltS 


prerogative to judge whether 
laws passed by Congress and 
signed by tire president — as weH 
as the statutes of state and local 
authority — arc in accord with 
the fundamental principles of the 
U.S. Constitution, and, if they 
are not, to nullify them. If the 
court determines that laws are 
constitutional, it frequently inter- 
prets them and spells out their 
application. It may order gov- 
ernmental bodies — or private 
institutions — to take action to 
implement legislation once it is 
found to be constitutional. 

Tbe court’s power in tbe civil 
rights arena has been demons- 
trated partly because Congress 
has tended to shy away from 
enforcing group “rights,” leaving 
it to the presidentially appointed 
Supreme Court justices — who 
are not elected officials — to do 
so. 

Since the late 1960s, the court 
has focused on school desegrega- 
tion, bousing discrimination and 
employment rights as areas of 
avil rights litigation. While ques- 
tions of racial discrimination pre- 
dominated in the 1960s, tbe rights 
ofwwnen were spotlighted in the 
1970s. There have also been 
several important court decisions 
supporting the rights of indi- 
viduals. The issue of homosexual 
rights is now beginning to have 
more of an impact on the U S 
legal system. 

In genera], Americans have 
accepted and supported the 
movement towards a society in 
which rights are protected for all * 
citizens; however, some argue 
that the court's interpretive dis- 
covery of individual rights that 
may not have been spelled out in 


df the commnnity as a 
whole have become 
secondary to the 
rights of the in di- 
vidual.” 


to 


a level where the rights of the 
community as a whole have be- 


— 1971, Reed versus Reed: 
The court struck down an IdJ& 
statute that gave preference .to 
males in administering estates/ 
The court ruled that to be consti- 
tutional, a gender-based prefer- 
ence “must be reasonable, not 
arbitrary.” 

- 1971, Phillips versus Martin 
Marietta Corporation: The court' 
nfled it is illegal for a corp or ation 
to refuse to hire women with 
pro-school-age children unless 
such a distinctionC; is a “bona fide 
occupational qualification.” 

— 1973, Norwood versus Har- 

rison: The court ruled that pri- ' 
vate schools may discriminate on 
the basis of race, but that if they _• 
do so, they may not receive finan- 
cial aid from the state. tk 

-r J973, Roe versus Wade: The 
'Wurt legalised a woman’s right*! 

L t0 havc an abortion, m 
spite of state laws to the cari&niy. 

~ 1^74, Lau versus Nichols: 
lhe court ruled unanimously.- 
“"dw the Ovff Rights Act 
of 1964, public school officials are 
obligated to provide remedial in- 
struction or bilingual education to 
uon-English-speaking students to 
enable ffiemtoattrad school. 

. _1978t University of Califor- 
nia Regents versus Bakke: The 
1 ** VKtacac^'lor 

people of colour hi university 
admissions are permissible,^ 
long as they don't constitute strict 
numerical “quotas” for each 
race. 


come secondary to the rights of 
the individual. 


1977, Dothard versus Raw- 
finson: Tbe court 


struck down 
for ^ CIght reqoiiwnetrts 

tor state pnsbn guards — and 


Oom dming 0 b past 30 years: 
Gtdeon versus Wain- 


tion. 

— 1979, 


United Steelworkers 


.right: The court' declared' drat S3 


won ‘FJ* Verishcd defendants 
would have access to legal coun- 


sel. 


-;1964, New York Times ver- 
pe conn enlarged 
fi^cdom of the press by rating 
Public officials and publif 
S 3 SL < ?L PBOOver damage for 
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to 10 grant Profererras 

toe^S' OWned businesses in 


li&elous statements oTyTtt^ poStta ’1^“ ’!-* 

«> prove the stateS^ S*Ka OaB 


published with 
'actual malice. 


the 


were 
intent of 


The court 

— . iimuiub. of affinaadve 

- 1965, Griswold versus Con. SLSL?!! aar * County 
oecticut: The court stracTdt^ proSSte^ ™ ^Partment to 
state law forbidding the use of who ® w °J I,an over a man £ 


laws 
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. LAING'S book. "Fiftv 
Years m the System” u if! 

the reader is an uneasy voyeur to 

Wo P ^S° n ° f 8n« detail 
Worse, the narrator's acceptance 
□f his awful fate is somSt e ,“ 

1“ »« to reach into the 

HfwJrfS hun b y *hc lapels and 
teu him to son himself out. 

tiJrf “ erc a 1,0 **** ^lat of all 
toe literary gongs handed outthis 
toe one Melvyn Braes 
handed Jimmy Laing at the B “ 
bican Centre m London was the 

Book Of The Year, awarded by 
the chanty to the work making 
the most significant contribution 
01 —■ 1 

“I have been asked to say a few 
wonfe and I will obey.” said 
Jinuny as he accepted his prize. 

I have been brought up to do 
what I am told.” 

„ J™ e winners of the Booker or 
Whitbread might have spent -a 
couple of years in a garret prepar- 
ing their work, Jimmy’s was lon- 
ger ID its research. Fifty Years in 
to« System tells of his life in 
Scottish mental institutions Like 
all good readers, there is a twist 
to his story: Jimmy was locked 
away for half a century without 
doing anything wrong; be was 
never properly assessed or di- 
agnosed. He was simply aban- 
doned. 

“When I look back on my life I 
mn reminded of a Walt Disney 
film,” be said after the award 
lunch. “Absurd, quite absurd.” 

A drapper man at 65, with a 
meticulous manicure, snappy suit 
and polished shoes, Jimmy Laing 
has the look of Kenneth Williams 
playing a gangster. But the facial 
scars and missing teeth arc due to 
accidents and lack of dentistry, 
not fights. He is gentle and cour- 
teous. and tells his story with 
candour. 

It opens in Perth, just before 
the war. His father was in the 
army, his mother couldn't cope 
with her hyperactive son, and, 
with half a dozen other children 
to raise, she was relieved to get 
him off her hands. He was nine 
when his parents put him 



into 


Jimmy Laing 


care. 

He spent his youth in places so 
grim they made Dotheboys Hall 
m Nicholas Nickleby look like a 
Monte&sori nursery. Beating and 
sodomy were the main subjects 
on the curriculum. War came and 
went, his mother shacked up with 
another man, and nobody 
seemed to notice that Jimmy was 
still inside. He just drifted from 
special school to mental hospital. 

As he grew up, his life became 
one long plateau of mind- 
numbing dullness, punctuated by 
moments of mind-boggling cruel- 
ty. There was the time, for inst- 
ance, when he was lining up 
outside a hospital medical room 
to receive electroconvulsive ther- 
apy. The screams from inside 
made him panic and he ran. It 
took six hospital orderlies to 
catch him. They had difficulty in 
restraining him'for the treatment 
because they weren't allowed to 
strap him to the bed. “I found out 
afterwards this was because when 
the electrodes were attached to 


the temples and the charge pas- 
sed through you, you would leap 
three feet in the air. They disco- 
vered that if patients were strap- 
g eddo wn, they would break their 

Much of the cruelty, however, 
was not physical. He was particu- 
larly appalled by the widespread 
use of drugs to suppress patients. 
“When 1 first went into hospital 1 
met all sons: popes, kings, a 
dozen Jesus Christs. These peo- 
ple weal in and reality hit them 
smack in the face and they 
thought. ‘Uh-oh. I’m going to get 
out of this. I'm going to be 
someone else.' And they were 
very happy as their new selves.** 

Then, in the mid-Sixties, along 
came tranquilisers. “It ruined 
their lives. No longer were they 
Jesus or George 111, 24 hours a 
day they sat there gibbering. It 
was absolute bloody abuse.” . 

He would abscond frequently, 
but always blew it. Once he hitch- 
ed to Cornwall, set himself up 
with work and accommodation. 


and thought he had escaped. 
Then, one day, he saw a police- 
man questioning someone near 
his lodgings. Wrongly assuming it 
was about him, he legged it back 
to Scotland, to the hospital, 
where he gave himself up. 

“Each time I escaped, I hoped 
someone would say. “Yes he can 


then put to bed and made to wear 
pyjamas for the next throe days. 
Often he would be punished with 
a course of laxatives. 

During an escape in the mid- 
Seventies, he went to visit his 
mother. It was a big mistake. Her 
lover, a man calico Jock McNab, 
threw him out. So incensed was 
Jimmy that be went up to the first 
policeman he saw and 
announced: Tm Jimmy Laing. 
Fm going to toll Jock McNab.” 
With his mental-hospital record, 
it was not a wise thing for Jimmy 
to do. He was sent to Carstaire 
secure hospital. Scotland's 
Broadmoor, to which child 
molesters and serial killers are 
dispatched and from which 
absconding is not an issue. The 
length of his sentence was not 

specified. 

In Carstairs, Jimmy became 
.adept at playing the system, tell- 
ing doctors what they warned to 
hear, taking part in petty thefts 
from store rooms, buttering up 
the violent nurses. “In the morn- 
ing, you would look at the list of 
nurses in charge and think, “Oh 
God, it's him,” be said. “You'd 
know he was the one who liked 
tea and toast at 10 , so you made 
k sure be got it. It worked. You 
could get away with murder for. 
the rest of the day. Not literally, of 
course.” 

And in all that lime, nobody 
ever told Jinuny what was wrong 
with him. All they said was that 
his condition was “custodial.” 



Carstairs, where Mr. laing was held with killers and child molesters 


BOOK REVIEW 

Fifty Years in the System by Jimmy Laing with 
Dermot McQuarrie. Published by Corgi, £5.99. 


do it. he's made it, let's leave 
him,” remembered Jinuny. “No 
one ever did. Without legitimacy, 
it was inevitable I would go back. 
There was a magnetic pull back to 
the institution, but I wasn’t hold- 
ing the magnet. You couldn't 
really be free until that agnatdrc 
was there on paper." 

Every time he was taken back 
to hospital, he was given a bath. 


“I remember one doctor 
saying, ‘By Christ, James, some- 
body’s made a hell of a mistake 
with you . 1 But he never did any- 
thing about it. It was another 10 
years until I was released." 

Moreover, in half a century, 
Jinuny never [bought it was tus 
place to ask what was wrong with 
him. This is what institutions did 
for him, encouraging a helpless 


acceptance of his lot. Take the 
incident when, having 
absconded, be naively accepts the 
offer of a bed for the night from a 
man he met in the street. “During 
the night 1 was awakened by him 
kissing and fondling me.” Jimmy 
writes. 

Institutions took away his pow- 
er of self-determination and re- 
placed it with a routine. Scoring 
petty triumphs over this routine 
was what be. lived for. Was he 
completely institutionalised by 
then? “No, no, no," he said. “I 
hate that word, it's a horrible 
word. N’o, f kept my sanity. I'm 
not quite sure bow, bat 1 had an 
inner determination to overcome 
it. God knows where it came 
from.” 

Jimmy shows no hint of self- 
pity. When be was asked what 
was the worst thing that hap- 
pened to him in 50 years in 
hospital, he paused, then said: “It 
was something that I witnessed 
almost every day. It was when old 
people were admitted to the hos- 
pital. It was the practice of the 
nurses to cake the wedding ring, a 


mark of love that had been there 
perhaps 60 years, off their finger. 
And they took away their other 
personal effects and put them in 
envelopes. Then they would run 
an inventory, one nurse with a 
clipboard, one looking at the 
patienr. “What colour’s his 
socks? ‘Brown ‘What colour's 
his trousers? 'Blue.' They didn't 
see the pain they were causing. 
Among the many horrors, this 
was the most obscene.” 

Fortunately, this was not to be 
Jimmy's fate. Despite the sneers 
of the nurses (“ybu’ll be back, 
son") he survived triumphantly 
when be was released, by a more 
enlightened regime, in 1987. He 
tpote his book on the advice of 
his wife, whom, he married in (he 
halfway hospital be was sent to 
after Carstairs. “It was a cleans- 
ing exercise,” he said. “I had no 
idea it would be published, nor 
that it would touch so many 
people.” 

Now he is feted by the 
psychiatric establishment whose 
members used only to patronise 
him. He has recently been 


appointed visiting lecturer on 
mental illness at Caledonian Uni- 
versity in Glasgow (“I hope my 
old doctors read that”). 

And now, here be is, the man 
who was for 50 years regarded as 
too much of a risk to be let out, 
rubbing shoulders with Melvyn 
Braff and Fay Weldon, delivering 
an accomplished speech at a liter- 
ary luncheon. 

What would have happened to 
him, did he think, if, aged 59, he 
had been released and hadn't 
written his book? “I shudder to 
think.” he said. “But it is not so 
much the book which gave me 
support. It is my wife. Without 
her, 1 expect 1 would have ended 
up down there at Waterloo under 
the arches. 1 am extremely lucky. 

*T was signing books in Bour- 
nemouth the other day and this 
old man of 75 came up to me and 
said with great pride. ‘Fifty years 
in the system? That's nothing. I 
did 60'. You see, I am not alone. 
There are an awful lot of Jimmy 
Laings." 

Jim White 


Slovakia — the curse of independence 


By Justin Keay 

BRATISLAVA, Slovakia — 
When Czechoslovakia split at the 
end of last year, most observers 
argued that its poor eastern third 
would be the biggest loser. They 
are being proved right with a 
vengeance. While the Czech Re- 
public moves from strength to 
strength, becoming flavour of the. 
year for businessmen and tour- 
_ ists, Slovakia, which hoped inde- 
pendencc would raise its promin- 
■jJ ence, has become a backwater. 

. Little has gone right since it 
gained independence. 

“Right now, this place is a 
' mess: nobody knows what’s going 
on," says David Ashcroft, an 
American resident in Bratislava. 
"You think you’ve got a grip on 
things, and then they change 
‘.'7 again — and usually for the 
' worse." 

The country’s fate seems 
' embodied by its prime minister, 
former boxer Vladimir Meciar, 
father of independence. Once 
*' seen as politically astute, he was 
outmanoeuvred by his Czech 
counterpart Vaclav Klaus during 
the so-called velvet divorce. Today 
he is adrift, languishing at around 
20 per cent in opinion polls (as 
opposed to 60 per cent a year 
ago), apparently unable to define 
what path Slovakia should follow. 
‘ Support for independence, never 
' strong because most Slovaks felt 
it was politically motivated, is 
now weaker than ever. 

National pride received a bad 
knock in July when the govern- 
ment was forced to devalue the 
Slovak crown by 10 per cent 
against its Czech counterpart and 
against other countries: the loss 
of parity with the Czechs stirred 
up age-old feelings of inferiority. 
Further devaluations — maybe 


by as much as 20 per cent — arc 
inevitable, which will reinforce 
suspicions that independence has 
become something of a curse. 
Although few will admit to it, 
Slovaks increasingly feel they've 
been had. 

Foreign policy has been shaky, 
especially with regard to the 
Czech Republic over the separa- 
tion of the Czech and Slovak 
currencies and most recently over 
Prague’s hardline interpretation 
of border agreements. And Slo- 
vakia is bickering with Hungary 
over an enormous dam project on 
the Danube which was launched 
by communist governments in 
Budapest and Prague and was to 
straddle both countries. Deemed 
an ecological disaster, the project 
was stopped by Hungary after the 
disintegration of the Sqyici bloc, 
but Slovakia wants to go ahead 
with the project, already partly 
buiir. 

Hungary is also accusing Slova- 
kia of discriminating against 
ethnic Hungarians* A> for its 
relations with the West, they 
generally have been testy, with 
Slovakia resenting its poor image 
but apparently unable to do much 
to improve it. 

Mr. Meciar’s credibility has 
been further damaged by a suc- 
cession of resignations, including 
respected Foreign Minister Milan 
Knazko, Economy Minister 
Ludovii Cernak and more recent- . 
ly, the Minister for Privatisation 
Lubomir Dolgos, whose depar- 
ture deprived Mr. Meciar’s party, 
the HZDS (Movement for a 
Democratic Slovakia) of a major- 
ity in parliament. Tortuous nego- 
tiations with the right-wing Slo- 
vak National Party recently broke 
down, reportedly due to perso- 
nality dashes. Needless to say. 


resignations are continuing, even 
at ambassadorial level; neigh- 
bouring Hungary,- withwhom re- . 
laiions are delicate, to say the cry; 
least, is just one country without * - 
official Slovak representation. 

As a newly- independent coun- 
try, Slovakia was always going to 
have difficulty in finding decision 
makers: at government and 
corporate levels, derisions and 
foreign contacts were made from 
Prague. Critics argue that Mr. 
Meciar's abrasive style has 
prompted (he resignation of ex- 
perienced, competent people and 
their replacement by HZDS 
loyalists (Meciar’s party). As a 
result, policy has become con- 
fused and uncertain, as a glance 
at the new privatisation strategy 
shows. The first wave of priva- 
tisation was concluded last year, 
largely through the “voucher sys- 
tem" — as in the Czech Republic. 

The fastest, most radical means 
of privatisation, this system was 
pioneered by Czechoslovakia last 
year. The state gives each citizen 
a voucher, worth a certain 
amount, which people are free to 
invest in companies being priva- 
tised. 


7TT 


Other countries in the region 
have tended to pursue direct pri- 
vatisation through sales to institu- 
tions and individuals. 

Critics in the government now 
believe that the voucher system 
was "inappropriate” for Slova- 
kia: Indeed, only 87 projects 
from the first wave have actually 
been concluded. 

“Wc have not completely ruled 
out the voucher method for the 
second wave, but companies need 
a business plan and capital infu- 
sion — and this was not happen- 
ing,” says Dr. Marian Ncmec, a 
former computer salesman 
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appointed to advise the ministry 
for privatisation. 

Despite this concern, however, 
little appears to be happening, 
and indecision reigns. Some sug- 
gest, darkly, that Mr. Meciar is 
deliberately nor proceeding with 
privatisation, because he bought 
the support of enterprise mana- 
gers before the election: priva- 
tisation would lead, inevitably, to 


Burma gets away with it 
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By Denis D. Gray 
The Associated Press 




BANGKOK, Thailand — Gov- 
ernments and the United Nations 
send soldiers, envoys and money 
around the globe trying to right 
wrongs. But they have put little 
pressure on Burma, one of the 
worst violators of human rights. 

Some Asian nations have even 
championed Burma's position 
that one nation has no business 
imposing its human rights stan- 
dards on another. 

This year, the U.N. Commis- 
sion on Human Rights accused 
the ruling military junta of tor- 
ture, summary executions, forced 
labour, abuse of women and poli- 
tically molived arrests and impris- 
onment. A brutal campaign 
against rebels of the karen minor- 
ity has driven 70,000 refugees 
into neighbouring Thailand. 

president Clinton described the 
situation in Burma as “a cause for 
outrage in the international com- 
munity." His statement was 
issued July 20 as Aung San Suu 


Kyi, leader of the Burmese 
democracy movement and winner 
of the 1991 Nobel Peace Prize, 
began her fifth year under house 
arresr in Rangoon. 

Mrs. Suu Kyi is the only inter- 
national recognised symbol of the 
junta's brutality. She rose to 
prominence during a popular up- 
rising in 1988 that the military 
crushed by shooting down 
thousands of protesters. Her poli- 
tical party swept to victory in 
general elections two years later, 
but the dictators refused to relin- 
quish power. 

Dignitaries and activists abroad 
have denounced the junta and 
demanded her release, but ihere 
have been few concrete steps 
other than limited economic sanc- 
tions by the United States and 
European Community. 

“Burma is out of everyone’s 
playing field,” said Josef Silvcj- 
stein, a U.S. expert on Burma. 
"A lot of people don’t even know 
where it's located.” 

Burma has neither Kuwait's oil 

nor Bosnia-Herzecovina's 


strategic location. Foreign jour- 
nalists have little access to the 
country and cannot broadcast the 
graphic images that sometimes 
spur action. 

In fact, with its longstanding 
policy of strict isolationism. Bur- 
ma evokes few images of any 
kind. And aside from Ms. Suu 
Kyi. Mr. Silverstein points to an 
"absence of alternative lead- 
ership" foreign governments 
could support. v 

Then there is the junta's argu- 
ment that "no unioue model of 
human rights” should be "super- 
imposed on a given country.” 

Indonesia and China, both ac- 
cused of major human rights 
violations, have been particularly 
vocal supporters of this theory. 

Members of the Association of 
Southeast Asiqn Nations — Sing- 
apore, Malaysia, Indonesia, 
Thailand, Brunei and the Philip- 
pines — argue that their policy of 
"constructive engagement” wiih 
Burma is more effective than 
sanctions. 

Meanwhile, the regime in Ran- 


goon continues playing what Mr. 
Silverstein described as a “very 
skillful game” with the West. 

Groups of political prisoners 
are released periodically, a 
national congress meets to draft a 
new constitution and big publicity 
is given ro seizures and destruc- 
tion of drugs. Mr. Silverstein said 
the junta also has a Washington 
lobbyist. 

The junta does not mention 
that the Congress is made up of 
its supporters and lightweight 
members of the opposition. Pro- 
democracy leaders remain under 
detention, and the relocations of 
villages, slave labour and forced 
conscription of people 3 & military 
porters continues. 

Tens of thousands of Burmese 
have fled to Thailand to escape 
the bloody campaign to separate 
guerrillas of the ethnic Karen 
minority from the civilian popula- 
tion. Refugee workers fear an 
exodus similar to the flight in 
1991 of about 265,000 Muslims 
from Burma's Arakan State into 
Bangladesh. 


their being replaced by more 
market-oriented managers. 

“He has boxed himself in with 
cronies and incompetents,” says 
one well-placed observer of Bra- 
tislava's political scene, pointing 
out that Mr. Medar’s provincial 
background and reputation for 
political infighting has done little 
to prepare nim for the rigors of 
governing a country or for deal- 
ing with world leaders. “They 
have no idea what they are 
doing.” 


Slovakia’s economic prospects 
are bleak. “We have an excellenr 
location in the very heart of 
Europe." says Lubomir Hanus, 
president of Slovakia's Chamber 
of Commerce, stressing that the 
country borders five others. “We 
have an inexpensive yet well- 
educated and trained workforce, 
and well-equipped factories.” All 
this has counted for little. 

August is peak tourist season in 
Europe. Prague has never been 
busier with most hotels filled to 


capacity; hordes of Germans, 
Japanese and Americans make 
their way... through the narrow 
streets, stopping perhaps ^or a 
Big Mac before making their way 
ontoxhe next- attraction. Western 
companies are there is profusion. 

By contrast, Bratislava and the 
rest of Slovakia seem empty. The 
capital — which underwent se- 
vere socialist reconstruction in 
the years after World War II — 
conretc replacing much of the 
historic town centre — is hardly a 
tourist magnet, but the -picture 
since independence is one of un- 
relieved gloom. The brand-new. 
French-built business hotel, the 
Danube, feels ghostly, while wai- 
ters stand forlornly outside empty 
restaurants. The picture outside 
Bratislava is even worse. Only 5 
per cent of Czechs now visit the 
High Tacras region, the mainstay 
of the tourist industry before 
independence, as it is now 
"abroad," and the area remains 
too under-equipped for large- 
scale western tourism. 

Trade with the Czech Repubic 
is down an estimated 40 per cent 
compared to last year. Thanks to 
its former role within the .east 
bloc's Comecon market and re- 
gional policy conducted by Pra- 
gue, export-dependent Slovakia 
is reliant on products that are 
either banned — weapons such a» 
the explosive Semtex undetea- 
able by most security equipment 
— or in global over-supply — 
such as steel, heavy machinery 
and petrochemicals. EC quotas 
and tariffs have contributed to 
the bleak export prospects of 
these and most agricultural pro- 
ducts. 

The tendency is still to lay some 
of the blame on the Czechs: 
President Havel comes in fo’r 
particular criticism over his un- 
ilateral decision to call a halt to 
weapons produaion in the wake 
of the collapse of communism. 


The Slovak view is that it stem- 
med either from stupidity or from 
cunning: the latter view is gaining 
ground in light of news that the 
Czechs have now derided to re- 
sume arms production and ex- 
ports. 

• "Military production has drop- 
ped by 91 per cent over the past 
two years,” says Mr. Hanus of 
the Slovak Chamber, pointing 
out that some western nations 
have stepped in to take former 
Slovak markets. "If this hadn't 
happened, unemployment here 
would be only half what it is 
today." 

Even so, the nation would face 
burgeoning economic problems:. 
Grain output looks set to drop by 
as much as 50 per cent this year, 
construction by some 40 per cent. 
Unemployment is at 14 per cent 
and rising, even before May's 
bankruptcy law is fully im- 
plemented. while inflation is 22 
per cent and set to rise, thanks 
partly to the currency devalua- 
tion. Meanwhile, foreign invest- 
ment show’s little sign of picking 
up from the tiny S231 million 
registered at the end of last year. 

Despite their unpromising 
situation. Slovaks are determined 
to remain phlegmatic. "Nobody 
will help us if we do not first help 
ourselves," says Mr. Hanus. Cri- 
tics of the government hope that 
the coming autumn and winter 
wall see it hoist by iis own' petard. 

“My only hope is that this 
government will somehow be 
able to hold on until next April or 
May (until opposition parties can 
organise), and then be thrown 
out," says one. “If it goes before 
that, wejl have a succession of 
weak governments until Mr. 
Meciar comes back and says 'You 
need us to sort out this mess’." 

After all the years of disagree- 
ment with Prague. Slovakia is on 
its own and there is no-one left to 
blame — World News Link. 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Deluxe furnished apartment. 180 sq.m. Sweifyeh. 
Three bedrooms. Spacious kitchen and living room. 
Telephone plus all amenities. New furniture. 

Kindly contact tel. 638031 
between 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m^ 
tel. 693800 between 4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 


TWO FLATS FOR RENT 

Two deluxe furnished flats in JabaJ Amman, the First 

Circle, behind Maihas Hospital. 

Each flat consists of 2 bedrooms, salon, dining room, 2 
bathrooms, kitchen and veranda with telephone and 
central heating. 

The first flat is located on the second floor and the other 
one on third floor "roof" with terrace. 

Rent to be paid annually. 

Call taL 624730 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 
First Floor, New Furniture 

2 bedrooms, salon. 2 bathrooms. Irving room, dining room, laundry room 
and 3 verandas. Central heating, telephone. 

Location: Amman-Shmeisani, opposite the European Community mis- 
sion. 

Call at 698093 between 11 a.m.-9 p.m. 


Deluxe Furnished Villa 

For Rent 

Consisting of three bedrooms, three salons, 
three bathrooms, three verandas, modern 
kitchen, ground hall for games, maidroom, 
water tank, two garages, large garden 
planted with trees, deluxe furniture. 

Good for diplomatic missions. 

Location: Sweifieh by the American embas- 
sy road, near Baituna Housing Estate. 
Please call the landlord directly, 
tel. 810980 
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U.S. share of world 
trade tops $1 trillion 


JORDAN TIMES 




WASHINGTON — World trade 
hit a new record, with imports 
rising to $3.8 trillion last year — a 
rise of 7.7 per cent over the year 
before, the International Monet- 
ary Fund (IMF) reported. 

.The fund calculated that U.S. 
imports and exports combined 
topped $1 trillion for the first 
time. The exact total for U.S. 
1992 trade was 51,000 
016,000,000. 

• U.S. imports were at S 53276 
billion and exports at $447.4 bil- 
lion, for a deficit of $105.2 bil- 
lion. . both exports and imports 
were larger than those of any 
other country. 

The figures axe higher than 
those issued by the U.S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, which put 
total U.S. trade at $980.7 billion. 
The fund adjusts what it includes 
in the figures to conform with 
comparable results from its 178 
member countries. 

’apan, though it did less trade, 
had a surplus of $107 billipn 
$340 billion in exports and S23Z.9 
billion in imports. 

U.S. exports again outpaced 
Germany's 5429 billion as they 
did in 1991, after falling behind in 
1990 and for several years during 


Germany's booming 1980s. Ger- 
many’s!- imports amounted to 
S40S billion. 

The bank's annuaf “Direction 
of Trade Statistics Yearbook” 
was made available this week. 

Globally, the increase in trade 
amounted to 7.7 per cent, accord- 
ing to the fund’s “IMF Survey.” 
It appears twice a month. The 
1992 increase was better than the 
four per cent of 1991, though not 
as bigh as in the years 1986-90. 

The countries of the former 
Soviet Union and some of its 
allies did better than the world 
trend. 

“The exports of this group to 
the rest of the world increased in 
1992 by 7.7 per cent, reversing 
the previous year's 2.5 per cent 
decline,” the hind's analysts said. 
“Imports continued to decline 
slightly.” 

Taken together, the 15 repub- 
lics that used to make up the 
Soviet Union had a small export 
surplus of $850 million. Their 
total international dealings were 
much smaller than those of West- 
ern countries. 

Developing countries increased 
their trade — especially their 
imports — considerably more 


Heineken seeking to convince 
drinkers its beer is safe 


AMSTERDAM fR) — Dutch 
brewer Heineken faces the daunt- 
ing task of tracing 3.5 million 
bottles of beer and convincing 
consumers its product is still safe 
after finding glass splinters in 
some bottles. 

The brewer said Thursday it 
would have to withdraw 17 mil- 
lion cf its characteristic green 
export bottles after glass sp.irtars 
were found in seme d' ri-g a 
routine quality control check. 
Sabotage was ruled out. 

Heir.eken said the cplim'cn. o' 
various sues, were caused by 
flaws in the glass used tc make 
the export hordes and sa;d Friday 
it intended to seek damage- fr cm 
the firm that made the "class 

Shares in the company, the 
world's seconc-iarges: brewer af- 
ter U.S. firm Anheuser-Busch, 
opened 1.9 per cent or 3.4 guil- 
ders i'-wer at 15!.:'/ guriders but 
regained ground rand dev.n 
2.10 guilders a: midday in Am- 
sterdam. 

Heineken beer bottles are 
being withdrawn from Hong 
Kong, Britain, Sweden. Hun- 
gary, Israel, Finland and Austria. 
Heineken export beer is brewed 
and bottled in the Netherlands 
and sold in more than 150 coun- 
tries worldwide. 

Eighty percent of the botties at 
risk have been traced but 
Heineken spokeswoman Anne- 
miek Louwers said 3.5 million 
remain somewhere on the way 
from the brewer to the consumer. 
Only one per cent of the recalled 
bottles could contain splinters, 
most of which are invisible to the 
naked eye, Heineken said. 

Small glass chips from a rim 


inside the neck of the bottle could 
drop into the beer when bottles 
are opened or transported , 
Heinkeken said. 

Small splinters are unlikely _ j to 
cause any injury, said a spokes- 
man for The Academisch Medisch 
Centrum Hospital in Amsterdam, 
but larger ones could perforate 
the intestine 

“The spiintsrs are difficult to 
detect in the bottles... but we 
don’t want to take any risks at all 
of injury.” Mr. Louwers said. 
"A!i that matters is getting the 
bottles back." 

Most investment analysts 
agreed the scare would blow over 
quickly. “Sentiment (on 
Heinefcer. i will be negative in the 
next couple of weeks but in two 
fr.or.lhs everybody will forget ab- 
out i: and pick up the shares in 
line with the market.” a dealer 
said. 

i ns company has not said how 
much the withdrawal wQI cost, or 
whether its insurance will cover it 
completely but analysts expect 
second-half earnings to be 
affected. 

“I do think it will have an effect 
on earnings but at this stage I 
can't say 'how much. It is still 
unclear whether the company has 
insurance for these things,” said 
Hans Smits, analyst at CLN 
Ovens. 

He said be thought 
Heineken's earnings per share 
could be hit by 20 to 30 cents in 
1993. Heineken's net earnings 
per share were 11.53 guilders in 
1992 with total net profit at 463 
million guilders ($246 million). 

However, analysts said the 1 
effect on Heineken would be less I 


drastic than a similar case in 1990 
when French mineral water bot- 
tler Perrier had to withdraw 160 
million bottles from the U.S. 
market after finding benzene m 
some products. It lost 40 per cnet 
of its total sales between 1989 and 
1991. 

They pointed to the limited 
impact on Dutch food group Nut- 
rida of withdrawing all its pow- 
dered baby food products in the 
United States because of possible 
Salmonella contamination. Nntri- 
da’s shares_quicldy recovered, 

■distributors in Sweden. Fin- 
lanu 'd-Israel gave no figures for 
how many bottles were being 
withdrawn from each market. 


Japan jobs data 


Break loose from the mark. 


mirror recession say Belgian economists 


than the industrial countries did, 
continuing a trend. In the past, 
these countries have usually sold 
more than they bought, but in 
1991 they went into deficit as a 
group. Last year that Befidt more 
than tripled, to $106.7 billion. 

In. the western hemisphere, the 
rise in t&e deficit was even faster, from 
$5.3 billion to $27.5 billion, as 
countries like Argentina gave, a 
wanner welcome to imports. 

The IMF said Third World 
defid ts were partly jiue to reces- 
sion among the industrial coun- 
tries, which bought 1 fewer Third 
World products. Some Asian “ti- 
gers,” such as South Korea, 
found their big export gains slow- 
ing. At the same time, the Third 
World has been increasing its 
appetite for goods from the in- 
dustrial countries. 

“In 1992, for die first time in 
recent years, the trade balance 
of die Middle East was not in 
surplus, recording a defidt of 
$5.2 billion," the IMF Survey 
noted. 

Demand for imports increasing 
as Middle Eastern countries 
emerged from the Gulf war crisis, 
and there was a slight decline in I 
their income from oil sales. 


TOKYO (Agencies) — Japan’s 
gloomy unemployment data re- 
leased Friday underlined a tough 
reality for hundreds of thousands 
of job-seekers trapped in a two- 
year recession. 

Although July’s jobless rate 
was 2.5 per cent, the lowest 
among economic powers and un- 
changed for three months, job 
offers continue to decline and 
show no signs of a rebound. 

Friday’s announcement of a 
higher inflation rate in August, 
caused by poor vegetable crops 
following an unusually cool sum- 
mer, coincided with torrential 
typhoon rain. Bad weather could 
be a destabiising factor for prices. 

The closely monitored jobs-to- 
appii cants ratio fell to 0.72 in July 
from 0.74 the previous month, 
meaning there were only 72 job 
offers for every 100 applicants. 

Without adjustment for sea- 
sonal factors, the number of un- 
employed persons in July totalled 
1.59 million, unchanged from 
June, but up from 1.33 million a 
year earlier. 

Prime Minister Morihiro Hoso- 
kawa, speaking in parliament, 
quickly reacted to the “tough 
labour dimate” by promising 
flexible expansion of government 
subsidies to smaller firms so that 
they could retain abundant 
workers. 

The 0.72 ratio was the lowest 
since August 1987 when the ratio 
fell to 0.71, a labour ministry 
official said. The ratio is unlikely 
to rebound soon under current 
stagnant economic conditions, he 
said. 

Economists said the gloomy 
jobs data would continue to 
haunt already depressed business 
sentiment but noted that it takes 
at least six months for these 
lagging indicators to reflect an 
economic recovery. 

“Although labour market con- 
ditions remain fragile, the de- 
terioration so far is insuffident to 
predude economic recovery.” 
wrote Baring Securities econom- 
ist Geoffrey Barker. 

The prolonged recession is tak- 
ing its toll on women in their 20s, 
men aged 55-60 years old and the 
self-employed, an official at the 
Management and Coordination 
Agency said. 

But a labour shortage exists in 
some sectors, particularly in small 


firms. 

Demand for workers is strong 
from restaurants, construction 
and pharmaceutical firms, and 
discount shops, which have tradi- 
tional resistance to a slump. 

“We have the impression that 
the issue is a mismatch of jobs 
and job-seekers rather than a 
sheer imbalance of supply and 
demand (of labour),” said Yuka 
Masada, an editor of a weekly 
job information magazine. Being, 
pu bished by recruit Co. 

Meanwhile, consumer price in- 
flation in the Tokyo area acceler- 
ated to two per cent in August 
from a year earlier, rising to the 
two per cent level for the first 
time since September last year. In 
July prices rose a revised 1.6 per 
cent 

Prices of fresh vegetables 
leaped 40.3 per cent from a year 
earlier. 

One seasonal cause of concern 
is damage by a string of typhoons 
to the nation’s farmland and the 
arrival of typhoon Vernon Friday 
paralysed air, laud -and sea traffic. 

But core inflation — the con- 
sumer price index minus fresh 
food prices — actually fell to a 1.1 
per cent growth year-on-yea r in 
August from Z.4 per cent in July. 

The economic slump has 
helped push down prices of dur- 
able goods, textiles and processed 
food. 

La a seoarate report, Japanese 
employers’ the National Personnel 
Authority, has recommended 
.that Japanese civil servants re- 
ceive wage rises of just 1.92 per 
cent this year, their lowest hike ■ 
since getting 1.47 per cent in 
1987. 

The civil servants will also see 
their first half bonus fell for fee 
first time in 15 years, said fee 
agency, whose proposals are 
usually adopted by fee govern- 
ment. The bonus is equivalent to 
about 5.3 months of fee annual 
salary. 

The bleak wage outlook for j 
officials is due to the slowing of i 
the Japanese economy. 

One consolation for public ser- 
vants is that fee private sector is 
also suffering, seeing pay rises of 
only four per cent this year — the 
weakest increase since the 19S7 
recession which was inspired by a 
soaring yen. 
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long-term interest rates. 

But the CUL economists main- 


German monetary policy pre- . But :tne lul economists nuun- 
sents much bigger dangers of tained that fee decision to link 


deflationary 'pressures, economic 
■slowdown and higher unemploy- 
ment,” the statement said, 
adding that fee time had come to 
cut interest rates. 

But the National Bank of Bel- 
gium said in reaction that it was 
sticking to its “strict orthodox 


the franc to fee marie, taken in 
May 1991, was no longer justified 
because fee European Monetary 
System (EMS) of linked EC cur- 
rencies was no Ibnger anchored 
to fee mark. 

“By tracking fee mark, the 
Belgian franc is behaving like an 


growth-dampening 

S match feo« in Gemwmy m 
order to prevent poUticaity- 
Hatnacrine currency devaluations.- 
pressure to cut 

rates has grown this monfe since 
SSanfe rare bands vritfon the 
JEMS were relaxed on . 1 

because of currency turbulence, 
giving European .currenaesriiMe 
room to depreciate against fee 


China’s inflation soars desp 
economic cooling measures 


PEKING (AFP) — The cost of 
living in China’s coastal cities is 
still soaring despite measures to 
cool the overheated economy, as 
an official said Friday that urban 
inflation hit 233 per cent in July. 

The average for China’s 35 
major cities was up from 21.6 per 
cent in June, a State Statistical 
Bureau spokesman said, adding 
national inflation stood at about 
14 per cent in July. 

Prices rose a massive 35.8 per 
cent in the southern city of 
Guangzhou compared with the 
same monfe last year, while Pek- 
ing and Shanghai recorded in- 
creases of 24.8 per cent and 23.4 
per cent respectively, according 
to bureau figures. 

The figures were the highest 
since 1989 when urban inflation 
of 32 per cent sparked wide- 
spread public discontent and con- 
tributed to pro-democracy de- 
monstrations, which ended with 
Peking's brutal military crack- 
down on June 4, 1989. 

The central government in ear- 
ly July announced measures — 
including credit curbs — to cool 
the economy, which grew 13.9 


per cent in the fhrst six months of 
fee year. 

But foreign investors in China's 
booming coastal cities said they 
were still being hit by employee . 
demands for huge wage rises be- 
cause the measures had not yet 
succeeded in easing inflationary 
pressure. 

“Inflation, we notice that very 
badly. It goes on unabated,” said 
Richard Dobe, general manager 
of U.S. venture Pfizer-Ouna in 
.fee northeastern city of Dalian. 

The government last week 
pled«*ed to cub pay increases by . 
loss-making state enterprises, 
which paid out 41.29 billion yuan 
($7.14 billion) in bemuses be- 
tween January and June, up 38 
per cent on the same period in 
1992. 

The government has forecast 
an annual inflation rate of about 
13 per cent — up from 123 per 
cent in the first six months — but 
acknowledged this could only be 
achieved rf money supply growth 
was brought under control. 

Money supply grew by some 
52.80 bufion yuan ($912.7 mil- 
lion) in fee first six months of fee 


year and fee China Duly re- 
ported Thursday some 486.3 bil- 
lion yuan worth of banknotes 
were in circulation at fee end of 
June. 

The rise was blamed on exces- 
sive investment in new capital 
construction projects, which 
totalled 125.7 billion yuan, twice 
the targeted amount, in the first 
half of the year, according to 
official statistics. 

The English-language daily 
also quoted a central People's 
Bank of China report as saying 
soaring imports between January 
and June brought a decline of 
$520 million in China's foreign 
exchange reserves, which stood at 
S18.8 ration at the end of June, it 
said. 

Reserves fell because of a 23.2 
per cent rise in imports, especial- 
ly of raw materials, to meet the 
demands of rapid economic 
growth, the central bank said. 

Exports grew only 4.4 per cent 
between January and June. 

The China Daily said the fall in 
reserves would not affect China's 
ability to repay its foreign debt, 
totalling $693 billion-' ’ 


Ghali says U.N. cash will run out by Sept. 7, outlines economies 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — ’ 
The U.N. chief says the U.N. 
financial crisis is so severe feat its 
cash will run out by Sept. 7, and 
has ordered cutbacks in travel, 
use of consultants and meetings. 

The world body, meanwhile, 
acknowledged Thursday it had 
overestimated its need for mini- 
vans in Cambodia by eight times, 
a mistake U.N. documents indi- 
cate led to purchases totalling 
millions of dollars. 

The disclosures came two days 
after Secretary-General Boutros 
Boutros Ghali created a new post 
to tackle fraud, waste and mis- 
management, and as the won 3 
body faces costs from an unpre- 
cedented number of peacekeep- 
ing operations. 

“The organisation lives from 


hand to mouth," The secretary- 
general said in a speech before 
the General Assembly's 5th com- 
mittee on financial matters. 
“There is nothing new about that. 
But t o ' y fee situation is unpre- 
cede J and intolerable.” 

Unicss substantial payments 
are made within 30 days, he said, 
the United Nations will be unable 
to undertake any new financial 
commitments and existing opera- 
tions will be in jeopardy. 

_ Dr- Boutros-Ghali said the 
situation has gone “from bad to 
worse” because virtually afl 188 
U.N. members are in arrears in 
payments for fee regular budget 
and peacekeeping operations. 

The organisation has monthly 
expenditures of $310 million, and 
reserved are totally depleted. 


“As of today,” be said, “cash 
in hand will cover requirements 
only through fee first week of 
September, without any farther 
payments to troop contributors.” 
The secretary-general said fee 
secretariat already has instituted 
strict economies, and he 
announced “severe” but unspeci- 
fied reductions in official travel 
and fee use of consultants. 

He also ordered sharp reduc- 
tions in meeting hours and con- 
ference services, including sunni- 
tan eons translation, verbatim and 
summary records, and television 
and audio broadcast. 

For example, he said, weekday 
meetings of fee Security Council 
will not have services after 6 p.m. 
and no meetings of fee council 
wflj be held on weekends, except 
in emergencies. 


If contributions are not paid by 
the end of the year, be said, these 
measures will continue and more 
drastic ones will be added. 

The Cambodian issue involved 
mini vans ordered from Japan’s 
Mitsubishi and Toyota auto firms 
for use by 22.000 peacekeepers 
monitoring May elections in fee 
war-torn nation. 

The U.N. Office of Adminis- 
tration and Management said feat 
705 vans were ordered from Mit- 
subishi Corp. at a cost of $8,800 
each, or $6.2 million. Other 
trucks were ordered from 
Toyota. 

It was not known why so many 
vc hides were ordered, but the 
office said feat U.N. personnel 
may have overestimated the ex- 
tent of territory they would be 


required to monitor. 

Melissa Wells, undersecretary- 
general for administration and 
management, told a news confer- 
ence that U.N. officials ira- 
mediatelfy asked the manufactur- 
er to change the order when they 
realised their mistake, but were 
held to the original contract. 

Dr. Boutros-Ghali said an in- 
vestigation found no' improp- 
rieties and feat the supplier of the 
minibuses “stubbornly refused to 
cooperate.” 

After initially refusing to can- 
cel the order, Mitsubishi agreed 
to buy back the vans, fee office 
said. Storage and security costs 
were not known. 

Of a total 850 minibuses, fee 
peacekeepers in Cambodia used 
100, 45 were sold fond the rest 


were used in U.N. woritin other 
countries or put in storage. Dr. 
Boutros-Ghali's report said. ' 

The United S pate s and some • 
other countries have threatened 
to withhold their dues unless the 
United Nations cracks down on 
waste, fraud and mismanage- J. 
ment Respomfing to this press- W 
lire. Dr. Boutros-Ghali Tuesday 
announced the appointment of an 
Egyptian accountant and former 
U.N. auditor to investigate. 

Tfre United States pays about ’ 
one-quarter of the annual budget 
of more than $1 trillion and pays 
about 30 per cent of all 
peacekeeping costs. As of July 
‘ government owed 
301 / million to the regular budget 
and $308 million to peacekeep- 
ing, according to U.N. figures. 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and Selling fares for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Friday. 

U.S. Sl.OO costs 1-3165/75 Canadian dollar 


One sterling 
One ounce of gold 


1.3165/75 

Canadian dollar 

1.6685/95 

Deutscbcmarks 

1.8755/65 

- Dutch guilders 

1.4723/33 

Swiss francs 

35.64/74 

Belgian francs 

5.8400/00 

French francs 

1590.5/2 JS 

Italian lire 

103.90/00 

Japanese yen 

8.0940/14 

Swedish crowns 

7.2500/70 

Norwegian crowns 

6.8730/93 

Danish crowns 

$1.5065/75 



Yugoslavia introduces 
one billion dinar note 

BELGRADE (R) — The Yugoslav National Bank, racing to keep 
pace with hyperinflation, said Friday it was launching a one billion 
dinar note. 

The note will be introduced Monday, only two weeks after the 500 
milium dinar note came into circulation. 

Monthly inflation in rump Yugoslavia has passed 1.000 per cent 
fuelled by the government's policy of freely printing money to pay for 
its spending in the face of international sanctions. 

The government says it plan* to knock six zeroes from the currency 
in September to help citizen>confuscd by the growing array of digits 
on their notes. 

One German mark (0.6) bought about 200 million dinars on the 
Mack market in Belgrade Friday morning. The exchange rate can as 
much as double overnight. 


Poland devalues zloty 
to boost exports 


Study: Arab countries lack 
right climate for investment 


WARSAW (R) — Poland's cen- 
tral bonk devalued the zloty by 
about eight per cent against a 
basket of currencies and by seven 
per cent against the dollar Friday 
to try to increase exports and 
reduce a SI .1 billion trade deficit. 

"We want to reverse the trend 
in Polish trade and not lo worsen 
the attractiveness of Polish 
goods, because the economic re- 
covery and increased demand on 
the Polish market coincide with 
recession abroad," Hanna 
Gronkicwicz-Waltz, president of 
the National Bank of Poland 
(NBP). told Reuters. 

The NBP also reduced the pace 
of a crawling peg mechanism 
unde £ which the zloty is gradually 
devalued to 1.6 per cent a month 
from 1..8 per cent. 

It said in a statement the de- 


valuation was also intended to 
boost its foreign currency re- 
serves, which have dwindled to 
about $3.5 billion from S4.5 bil- 
lion at the start of this year. 

Poland has begun to emerge 
from recession this year through 
market reforms launched after 
communist rule ended in 1989. A 
decline in industrial production 
has been halted, gross domestic 
product is forecast to rise by four 
per cent this year and inflation is 
expected to be around 35 per cent 
at the end of 1993 after more than 
60 per cent in 1991. 

But a growing trade deficit this 
year, after what the NBP said was 
a $512 million surplus in 1992, 
prove Iced weeks or speculation 
that the central bank would be 
forced to make its first one-off 
devaluation of the zloty since 
February 1992. 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Arab 
states lack the right climate for 
investment because of poor 
security and incentives as well as 
small markets, a Gulf study has 
said. 

Although most Arab states 
have sought to improve invest- 
ment laws as pan of economic 
reforms, capital outflow con- 
tinued and domestic investments 
remained a fraction of the over- 
seas Arab funds. 

The study, published in the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) oil 
ministry's magazine Oil and In- 
dustry News, estimated Arab 
assets abroad at $800 billion, of 
which 80 per cent are based in 
industrial states. 

Around $500 billion belong to 
the six-nation Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) and 61 per cent of 
the total assets is in liquidity in the 
farm of bank deposits and re- 


serves with the International 
Monetary Fund. 

The rest are in stocks, equities 
and real estate. 

Arab investments in the region 
do not exceed $20 billion despite 
repeared calls "for repatriating 
part of the overseas funds and the 
signing of several regional invest- 
ment and free trade cooperation 
agreements. 

"There are several discourag- 
ing factors in investment in the 
Arab region," the study, said. 
"The mosr important factors are 
the absence of a right investment 
climate that will persuade inves- 
tors to place their funds in the 
local market and the lack of 
incentives and adequate tax 
exemptions.” 

The study said "most Arab 
states also lack a proper infras- 
turcture to serve development 


and productive projects while 
security for investment has re- 
mained weak and regional stock 
markets are still relatively small." 

It was the latest in a series of 
regional studies to outline obsta- 
cles for domestic investment, 
which has become vital for de- 
velopment in non-oil Arab states 
as aid from the wealthy Gulf has 
plunged because of falling oil 
prices. — 

GCC states — Bahrain. 
Kuwait, Oman. Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia and the UAE — extended 
more than $70 billion in aid to 
other Arab League nations in the 
past 20 years. 

But the bulk of the funds were 
given before 1985. In the past few 
years, such aid-did not exceed S10 
billion. 

With the decline in aid and 
investment inflow, which did not 


exceed four per cent of the total - 
aid, Arabs were forced to turn 
abroad for funds. This pushed up' 
their debt to more than 5150; 
billion at the end of 1991. 

The Abu Dhabi-based Arab' 
Monetary Fund, spearheading a 
reform drive in the region, has; 
repeatedly asked its members to' 
press ahead with reforms to 
attract capital and lessen reliance 
on foreign aid. 

"Economic reforms are not 
enough in the Arab World. We 
need political reforms," said Yus- 
sef Khalifa, an economics profes- 
sor at the Emirates University. 
"Investors need stability not only 
economic incentives." 

The Arab region has been 
rocked by political rifts for de- 
cades, blocking the implementa- 
tion of economic cooperation 
accords and hampering the free 
movement of citizens and capital. 


UAE seeks Japan help to upgrade desalination plants 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — A 
Japanese technical delegation is 
in the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) to upgrade its water de- 
salination plants and diplomats 
said plans include convening 
them to solar energy. 

The delegation from the Japan 
Internationa] Cooperation Agen- 
cy discussed the plans with offi- 
cials of the Abu Dhabi Water and 
Electricity Department and 
would visit several desalination 


plants in the emirates. 

“The delegation is here to con- 
duct studies on the country's de- 
salination plants at the request of 
the UAE in order to implement 
projects to reduce operational 
costs,” said a Japanese diplomat, 
who requested anonymity, "one 
of the choices is to covert them so 
they wilt opiate on solar 
energy.” 

The project, if implemented, 
will make the UAE the first Arab 


country to use solar energy in 
desalination facilities and could 

S ien the way for other oil-rich 
ulf states to seek such Japanese 
technology. 

D4£salination plants are the 
main source of electricity and 
drmking water for the UAJE and 
other members of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC), 
providing them with more than 70 
per cent of their water require- 
ments. 


Japan is the main importer of 
GCC oil. receiving from the re- 
gion nearby 60 per cent of its 
crude needed of four million bar- 
rels per day. It is also their top 
trade partner, with the exchange 
peaking at $35 billion in 1992. 

Japanese embassy officials said 
this year the UAE had also asked 
their country to build under- 
ground water dams, a technique 
developed by Japan and adopted 
in a few countries. 
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Ambulances leave Mostar, but 
.N. convoy remains stranded 



v MOSTAR, Bosnia (R) — A Un- 
_ ited Nations aid convoy remained 
blocked by terrified Muslim dvi- 
Hans in die Bosnian town of 
Mostar Friday after ambulances 
carrying five desperately wound- 
* I • ed children drove out of the city. 
■’ In Sarajevo and nearby Pale, 
:< die assemblies of die Mustim-l&d 
government and the Bosnian 
Serbs were preparing to vote on a 

- peace plan for the republic drawn 

• • . up in Geneva. 

- ■ Leaders of the U.N. convoy, 

• which has been blocked from 
' leaving Mostar’s quarter since de- 

livering aid nearly two days ago, 
had agreed with local military 

- leaden that the convoy could 
leave if the medical evacuations 

• went ahead. 

But as the ambulances pre- 
pared to depart, there was no sign 
^ . of the crowds dispersing to allow 
1 the aid trucks ana armoured per- 
sonnel carriers to leave. 

Some U.N. officials, who did 
not realise the ambulance had 
permission to leave, delayed the 
departure of the wounded for 
more than an hour. 

The children left lying on 
stretchers on the floors of the 
, ambulances screamed in pain and 
■' distress. 

"It’s one of the confusions in a 
situation tike tins. We now agree, 
the ambulance must proceed,” 
U.N. Protection Force Civil 
Affairs Director Cedric Thom- 
berry told reporters in Mostar. 

Among the children to be 
evacuated were Selma and Mir- 
zad Handzar, aged eight and 
' - nine. 

Selma's right arm has been 

- * amputated and she has serious 

head and face wounds after a 
" shell landing in the family’s gar- 
den. Her brother is in danger of 


losing his leg from shrapnel 

wounds.’ 

The two have been lying in the 
Muslim quarter’s makeshift hos- 
pital for the past week, their 
condition deteriorating for lack of 
proper drugs or facilities to treat 
them. 

The U.N. convoy has been 
held captive in die Muslim quar- 
ter of Mostar by civilians who 
believe they will be slaughtered 
by the Bosnian Croat Forces 
(HVO) as soon as it leaves. 

Conditions in the already 
bombed-out quarter have de- 
teriorated following a rise in the 
Nevertva River which runs 
through Mostar. 

Leaders of the Muslim-led Bos- 
nian army blame this on the 
HVO, who .they say bombed a 
dam five kilometres north of the 
city. The HVO says the Muslims 
bombed the dam. 

The high waters have knocked 
out the water pumps serving the 
Muslim area and local people are 
now forced to drink the dirty 
river water. 

Croat forces continued their 
bombardment of the Muslim 
st Friday momiqg, killing a 
ie-year-old boy and wounding 
two other small children from the 
same family. 

In the Bosnian Serb stronghold 
of Pale, just outside Sarajevo, 
members of the Serbs’ $c f-styled 
parliament were expecteo 7 nday 
to approve the Geneva p*. n di* . 
viding the former Yugosla re- 
public into three ethnic mini- 
states. 

But a tough debate was ex 
pected, with some hardline de 
puties from areas such as Ozre 
m the north and Kupres in cent 
Bosnia objecting fiercely to har - 
mg back territory to the Muslims. 


Under the plan, the Serbs 
ould hand bade a large slice of 
te land they now hold. A map 
drawn up in Geneva would grant 


the Serfs 52 per cent of Bosnia’s 
existing territory, the Muslims 30 
per cent and the Croats 15 per 
cent. 

Bosnia's Muslim President Ali- 
ja Izetbegovic has said the Mus- 
lims may have to accept partition 
of Bosnia for the sake of peace, 
but he has made dear be does not 
support the plan in its present 
form. 

The Croats are due to vote on 
the plan Saturday, before the 
leaders of the three factions re- 
turn to Geneva next week to 
deliver their verdicts. 

A British commander Friday 
said British peacekeeping troops 
in Bosnia had kfllea about 18 
Croat and Muslim fighters in 
return fire. 

Lieutenant Colonel Alastair 
■ Duncan told British Broadcasting 
Corporation Television from hu 
base at Vitez in central Bosnia, 
that British troops had come 
under fire 45 times from warring- 
groups. 

Meanwhile six U.S. cargo 
planes and one French aircraft 
early Friday parachuted relief 
supplies down to Muslims be- 
sieged in Mostar and elsewhere in 
central Bosnia, a U.S. Air Force 
spokesman said. 

The spoke»mar at the U.S. 
Rhein-Main Air Base in Frankfut 
said four U.S. Air Force planes 
dropped around 20 tonnes of 
food on the Muslim enclave in 
Mostar. 

It was the third U.S. food drop 
at Mostar in as many days. 

He said two other U.S. planes 
and one French aircraftin as 
many days. 


He said two other U.$. planes 
and one French aircraft para- 
chuted relief supplies dowa on 
die area around the town of 
Muglaj in Bosnia. A fourth air- 
craft, a German TransaU cargo 
plane, returned to base for tech- 
nical reasons before completing 
its mission, he added. 

The spokesman said the eight 
planes were carrying a total of 55 
tonnes of supplies. 

In a separate development, the 
Washington Post said Friday 
NATO may send as many as 
50,000 peacekeeping troops to 
Bosnia, including 20,000 or more 
from the United States, if a settle- 
ment is reached. 

The newspaper, citings senior 
NATO officers as its source, said 
planning was still in its pretimin- 
iaiy stages and foe numbers could 
change. 
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A Defence 
spokesman said < 
ledge of the re: 
President Bill 
February that he 


Department 
i had no know- 
rt. 

Hinton said in 
raid send U.S. 
Bosnia as 


ground troops to 
of a peacekeeping force if an 
agreement was reached between 
Bosnian Muslims, Serbs and 
Croats to stop the war. - 

The United States has no 
troops in Bosnia but has made air 
drops of supplies and has contri- 
buted aircraft and pilots to en- 
force a no-fly zone. Britain, 
France, Canada have troops in 
Bosnia as part of a United Na- 
tions peacekeeping force. 

Some of the American troops 
could come from U.S. bases in 
Germany where they are part of 
the NATO force, the Post said. 

NATO Commander General 
John Sfaalikasbvili was named by 
Mr. Clinton this month as chair- 
man of foe U.S. Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, the top U.S. military post. 


U.S. 

-lawmakers 
"upbeat on 
progress 
in ties with 
Vietnam 

• . HANOI (AFP) — U.S. congres- 

sional delegations are coming 
‘ through Hanoi at the rate of one 
•• a week as the deadline nears for 
President Bill Clinton to renew or 

■ * ease the U.S. economic embargo 

against Vietnam. 

The latest visitors, representa- 
tives Dave McCurdy of Oklaho- 
\ Ima and James Chapman of 
; Texas, were upbeat about prog- 

• ress on the Missing-In-Action 

■ .(MIA) issue after talks Friday 
; Twith Vietnamese President Le 
; Due Anh. 

I "A process is in place and 
.progress is being made,” said Mr. 
McCurdy about efforts to account 
for the more than 1,600 Amer- 

> icans whose bodies never came 
[ home from Vietnam. 

; The embargo comes op for 
. .annual renewal on Sept. 14, 

< ’ meaning Mr. Ch'nton has to de- 
l cide by then whether to extend, 

■ lift, or simply loosen it, for exam- 

• pie by authorising U.S. com- 

- parties to bid on internationally 
financed projects. 

- The two Democratic congress- 
men said it was “too early to tell” 

; -what Mr. Clinton would do, but 

> 'they acknowledged that their 
; 'talks with Mr. Anh went beyond 
; the MIA issue to touch on pros- 
pects for American business once 

. the embargo is lifted. 

“We both represent areas that 
' could have the kind of technology 
—and expertise that could be dra- 

> statically beneficial to Vietnam, 

• said Mr: Chapman, whose state is 
-'.-home to some of the world’s 

-largest oil and telecommunica- 
“ lions firms. 

% : Senator Charles Robb, an in- 

> fluential Virginia Democrat, pre- 
; dieted during a visit here last 
' week that Mr. Clinton would lift 

the embargo sometime between 
Sept. 14 and the end of this year. 
Senator Richard Shelby, 

; another Democrat who is a mem- 

• her of foe Senate Armed Services 
; and Banking Committees, is due 

• to add to the stream of visiting 
i 'U.S. officials with a visit here 

• 'Monday. 

Mr. McCurdy added that the 
! face-to-face dialogue between 
! Washington and Hanoi, had “Io- 

• wered the level of Suspicion” 

• between the former wartime foes. 

*Tm sure (Clinton) wifi consult 
“ with the Congress” — especially 
the members who visited Viet- 
nam — before making a decision 
on the embargo, he added. 

Before their 24-hour visit to 
Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh Gty, 
formerly Saigon, they visited Oii- 
na, Hong Kong, and U.S. miUt- 
aiy bases in the Pacific. Mr. 
Foglietta fell ill and remained in 
Hong Kong. 

“Our President Clinton has 
made it very dear that h e bel ieves 
foe United States is committed to 
remaining engaged in the Paci- 
fic,” Mr. McCurdy said, describ- 
ing as a “vital region. 


ICambodia’s ex-Communists 
willing to back monarchy 


PHNOM 'ENH (R) — Cambo- 
dia's former Communist Party 
said Friday it would support head 
of stale. Prince Norodom Siha- 
nouk. to be restored as monarch. 

"The stance of ti ? C?i 
(Cambodian People^ Party) has 
been to support Prince Sihanouk 
to succeed in his royal highness's 
great historic mission , to bring 
peace, nar- • ondliaticna d 

developmui: .r.c country, tfe 

party said in a statement. 

“Therefore in all the meanings 
of foe Cambodian draft constitu- 
tion. including monarchism, the 
CP? L.ii ... _rv getting reatj to 
follow foe prince’s decision," the 
statement said. 

The co-leaders of the current 
interim government, CPP Vice- 
President Hun Sen, and Royalist 
leader Pnnce Norodom Ranar- 
iddh, are due to visit Prince Siha- 
nouk next week in Pyongyang, 
capita] of North Korea, so he can 
examine a new national constitu- 
tion due to be approved by the 
National Assembly next month. 

In the U.N.-organised May 
elections. Prince Ranariddh's 
royalists narrowly beat the CPP, 
a non-Communist reincarnation 
of foe Communist Party installed 
in power by Vietnamese troops 
who invaded Cambodia in late 
1978. . 

Prince Ranariddh, Prince Siha- 
nouk's son, issued a statement 


earlier this week formally calling 
for the restoration of the monar- 
chy overthrown in 1970, saying 
this was the best way to unite the 
country and act as a bridge be- 
tween rival political parties. 

Prince Sihanouk was Cambo- 
dian king until he abdicated in foe 
1950s to expand his political role 
and is the only viable candidate to 

.ie if the monarchy is restored. 

Is is still unclear if the unpre- 
dictable Sihanouk will actually 
accept the title of king or prefer 
to remain a prince or merely 
pr-sident. Royalist Party sources 
So. J. 

Government Information 
Minister Khien Kanharith told 
reporter earlier this week that 
Prince R s iriddh and Mr. Hun 
Sen wovlo ..fcely take two consti- 
tutional drafts to Pyongyang, one 
drawn op since the election and 
foe other an ammended version 
of the 1947 constitution intro- 
duced while Prince Sihanouk was 
still king. 

Prince Sihanouk was over- 
thrown in a U.S.-backed coup in 
1970. He was restored as head of 
state in 1991 under an all-faction 
.peace agreement. 

Some politicians, diplomats 
and U.N. officials have expressed 
concern about foe secrecy sur- 
rounding the constitution drafti 
and say foe process 
undemocratic. 


Hosokawa fails to dispel 
doubts about coalition 


TOKYO (R) — Morihir so- 

kawa, after an uncon vine ar- 

liamentary debut as Jaj. »e 
prime minister, has failed to dis- 
pel growing concern about the 
future of his strained coalition 
government, analysts said Friday. 

Widening gaps over policy 
within foe cabinet and among 
coalition chiefs spell trouble at a 
crucial point in Japan’s transition 
to a multi-party system after 
nearly 40 years of role by foe 
Liberal Democratic Party (LDP). 

At foe same time foe- new 
government is expected to act 
decisively and promptly to poll 
the economy out or one of its 
worst downturns while meeting 
U.S. demands that Japan reduce 
its chronic trade surplus. 

“The main requirement of a 
coalition government is that there 
be an agreement on basic policy, 
in order to facilitate decision- 
making on other issues a$ they 
come up,” said political commen- 
tator Takuji Masuda. 

“What we've got is an eight- 
party coalition with conflicting 
views on foreign policy, defence 
and other fundamental y aides." 

Mr. Hosokawa woo scathing 
reviews for his week-long per- 
formance in parliament, due to 
close formally Saturday, after 
failing to explain how his team 
would restore foe economy and 
clean up corrupt policies, foe 


Hosokawa could say was : “It’s 
now under study by the eight- 
party ruling coalition,” stud the 
daily Mainichi Shim bun in an 
editorial Friday. 

“The people wanted to hear 
the prime minister's personal 
views on important policy 
issues... if be continues to be so 
evasive it will add to their ex- 
asperation with his government.” 

Another daily, Yomiuri Shim- 
bun, said Mr. Hosokawa’s per- 
formance would be judged harsh- 


ly by^the public. 


le) failed to live up to the 
people's expectations of his new 
government and to dispel concern 
(about its ability to nik),” it said 
in an editorial. “The people will 
not accept a coalition government 
that is unable to reach agree-, 
ments because of internal squab* 
.bling and (which) delays deci- 
sions on policy issues." 

Policy differences have sur- 
faced less than three weeks after 
foe birth of Mr. Hosokawa’s 
coalition cabinet, which spans a 
broad political spectrum from 
centre-ngh LDP splinter grouns 
to foe Marxist Socialists. 

State Minister Kosuke Ueh; 
a Socialist, told parliament 
Thursday he backed a review of 
foe U.S.-Japan security treaty to 
reduce America’s military pre- 
sence on Okinawa, where local 


development has been thwarted 

mam aim of thecal liance’s area- -by foe size of U.S. bases, 
tion. Mr. Hosokawa, meanwhile, in- 

“When it came to the most sisted that bis coalition was in 
important issues of political re- agreement despite external sign; 
form and income tax cuts, all that of fragmenting. 


Mars 
Observer 
contact loss 
linked to 
transistors 

PASADENA, California (R) — 
The nearly SI billion, Mare Obser- 
ver mission may have been 
doomed by problems with trans' 
tore in the probe's central clock, 
foe U-S. space agency said. 

The potential problem was dis- 
covered when the craft had been 
in space for more than nine 
months and was only 55 days 
away from Mare, officials at foe 
National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration's (NASA) Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory said. 

“The central cloc’ has been the 
focus of investigation because it 
contains transistors which have 
failed in other spacecraft applica- 
tions using this type of dock,” foe 
laboratory said in a statement. 

“There is no alternative source 
of the central dock function in 
Mars Observer, and should the 
loss of this function occur, it 
would be a non-recoverable situa- 


*A man splashes t hr ou gh a flooded street 
Tokyo’s fish market as Typhoon Vernon unleashed 


heavy rains and strong ''Winds on eastern Japan 
(AFP photo) 


Typhoon Vernon paralyses Tokyo 


TOKYO (AFP) — Typhoon Ver- 
non landed near Tokyo Friday, 
disrupting* more than 100 flights, 
cutting off services and forcing the 
evacuation of 1,000 households, 
officials said. 

Vernon, a medium-sized 
typhoon, but foe first to land near 
Tokyo in four years, delayed 57 
international flights leaving or 
arriving at foe new Tokyo Inter- 
national Airport while canceling 
four, an airport official said. 

• “This is the worst I’ve experi- 
enced in many, many years,” said 
Yukimitsu Kinoshira, a resident 
of the dty of 12 million since 
before World War H. 


The Meterologjcal Agency sadi 
the tvnhoon. accompanied by 
wind speeds as strong as 30 metres a 
second, landed on the Kujukuri 
coast in Chiba prefecture, 70 
kilometres east of Tokyo. 

Domestic flights connecting 
Tokyo with other major cities 
have been cot off, with 49 flights 
cancelled affecting 4,000 people. 

Travelling inside Tokyo was 
growing increasingly difficult with 
foe trunk rail system operated by 
East Japan Railway Co. frozen 
because of flooded stations and 
weakened land underneath rail- 
ways. 


Bullet train services between 
Tokyo and Shin-Yokohama have 
stopped and subway lines have 
been suspended. 

A resident in eastern Tokyo 
-reached over the phone said that 
Meguro River running through . 
foe capital was overflowing its 
bank while flood water near 
Gotanda station had reached one 
metre (3.3 feet) in depth. . 

Flood water was pouring into a 
subway station, he said, noting 
that staff at banks and securities 
houses in foe region, which cc- 
perienced a similar ’ flood, four 
years ago, were barricading 
themselves inside their offices. 


Abiola to set up rival Nigeria government 


LONDON (R) — Nigerian 
opposition leader Moshood 
Abiola said Friday he would re- 
turn home by the end of next 
week and planned to set up hu 
own democratic government. 

Mr. Abiola, a multi-millionaire 
Muslim businessman widely be- 
lieved to have won an annulled 
June 12 presidential, election, 
said the Nigerian people had 
given him a mandate to imple- 
ment his pr o gra mme of economic 
and democratic reforms. 

■ “It will be a real government I 
will form,'* Mr. Abiola told a 
news conference. He said foe 
battle for democracy in his coun- 
try entered a derisive phase ” 
day, foe day he said be should 
have been sworn in as president. 

He gave no indication of the 


indications of such a move, 
which would in effect challenge 
the unelected interim govern- 
ment installed Thursday after 
military ruler Ib rahim Babangida 
stepped down from eight years in 
power. 

Mr. Abiola, who went straight 
from the London news confer- 
ence to catch a flight to Washing- 
ton, denounced foe interim gov- 
ernment as a “non-event". “I 
. reject it in torn " he said, adding 
that it re p rese n ts nobody but 
“Babangida and his small efiq- 
aue”. ? . 

t Asked by reporters when be 
:rrer»i*d to return home. Abiola 
replied: “By foe end of next week 
I will be in Lagos.” 

Meanwhile. Nigeria’s biggest 


city Laeos came to a virtual 
standstill for a third straight day 
of pro-democracy protests Fri- 
day, a day after the ap poi n t m ent 
of an unelected interim govern- 
ment. r 

Most banks, shops and factor- 
ies remained shut in Lagos, a dty 
of roughly six million people. 
Traffic was light and there was 
little public transport. 

Gen. Babangida has vacated 
the presidential villa and left foe 
inland capital Abuja for his home 
in Minna, Niger State, officials at 
the presidency said. 

Indust ri alist Ernest Sbonekan 
was sworn in as head of an 
interim government Thursday to 
complete foe transition to civilian 
rale programme by Gen. Baban- 
gida. 


Angola talks falter; fighting intensifies 


A central dock failure was 
responsible for delaying the 
launch of the NOAA-I spacecraft 
in June, and a subsequent' inves- 
tigation showed it was doe to foe 
failure of a transistor. The tran- 
sistors foil when a weld between a 
gpld-plated post and an alumi- 
nium wire breaks. 


LISBON (AP) — Angolan gov- 
ernment troops advanced on th* 
rebel stronghold of Huambo ft r 
the first time since March but lost 
ground near their own capital of 
I^nda. 

Meanwhile, Portugal 
announced that military advisors 
would be sent to Angola to begin 
training government troops, 
Portuguese News Agency 
(LUSA) reported. 

Government fighter jets and 
artillery advanced to within 90 
kilometres (56 miles) of Huambo, 
the UNI A stronghold 530 
kilometres (329 miles) south east 
of Luanda, said army spokesman 
Brigadier Jose Manuel. 

But Jonas Savimbi’s rebel 
forces seized foe coastal dty of 
Ambriz, 110 kilometres (68 
miles) north of Luanda. 


On Tuesday, the Angolan gov- 
f^imenr rejected oroposal ?■•*■ 
re-ce iants by jc-:.: Arrjcan 
leader Nelson Mandela, Moroc- 
co's King Hassan II and Ivory 
Coast President Felix Honphoct- 
Boigny. 

Alenriro Vaz de Conceicao, a 
spokesman for Angolan Presi- 
dent Jose Eduardo Dos Santos, 
said the government saw anadvan- 
. tage to participating in the prop- 
osed talks. 

A spokesman for foe National 
Union for foe Total Independ- 
ence of Angola (UNIT A), Jardo 
Muekalia,.said government lead- 
ers “will continue their refusal to 
negotiate and will pursue an im- 
possible military victory.” 

The government advance 
marked its first penetration of foe 
fiercely-defended central. Ango- 


lan province, also named Huam- 
bo. since rebel forces ousted gov- 
ernment troops there in March 
after a two-month battle that 
killed 12.000. 

Refugees fleeing the fighting 
near Huambo, once the country’s 
troops were moving in to defend 
the dty. 

“If Huambo falls, foe govero- 
destroyed the soul 
of UNITA,” Mr. Mockalia said 
m a telephone interview from 
Washington. . 

But Mr. Muekalia predicted { 
that Huambo’s defenders, fearing 
reprisals from government 
troops, “will fight to the death.” 

• “There will be killing there 
unlike anything you can im- 
agine,” Mr. Muekalia said. 


No physical proof found against Michael Jackson 


LOS ANGELES (Agendes) — 
A probe of child sex-abuse allega- 
tions targeting pop superstar 
Michael Jackson appeared to be 
unravelling with a new report that 
investigators have found no 
physical evidence to support the 
filing to criminal charges. 
a Bnt a source close to the inves- 
tigation said late Thursday that 
police were still seeking inter- 
views with other potential 
molestation victims before mak- 
ing a filial determination in foe 
highly publicised case. 

"Inere's no medical evidence, 
no taped evidence,” a high- 
ranking police source was quoted 
as saying in Friday^.$fltions of - 
the Los Angeles Times, 

"The search warrant didn’t re- 
sult in' anything that would sup- 
port a criminal filing.” 

Currently fa Bangkok on a 
world tour, Jackson Thursday 
cancelled a scheduled concert for 
tile second time for what his 
personal doctor described as 
“acute dehydration.” 

Police raids over the weekend 
on Jackson's Los Angeles con- 
dominium and Santa Barbara 
county ranch led to foe confisca- 
tion of a number of videotapes 
and still photographs. 

But the material fee thus far 
failed to yield any physical proof 
supporting allegations that Jack- 
son sexually abased a 13-year-old 
boy or any other child, foe Times 
reported. 

According to documents 


obtained Thursday from foe De- 
partment of Children’s Services, 
the boy told soda] worker that he 
and Jackson bad a four-month 
relationship that began with 
affectionate cuddling and esca- 
lated into sexual acts by foe sin- 
ger. 

f When the boy became uncom- 
fortable about it, Jackson warned 
him that he would go to juvenile - 
hall if he told 


a word about Jackson making 
sexual advances. 

Investigators questioned mem- 
bers of Jackson's camp for foe 
first time late Thursday and 
agreed to look into their claims 
that foe allegations resulted from 
a failed extortion plot, officials, 
said. 

The probe took another new 
„ . . . , , . . funi following claims in the Hol- 

ftau if he told and they would lywood Reporter newspaper that 
both oe in trouble, the documents the child’s father, known as the 

‘dentist to foe stars,” bad recent- 


“I can’t tell you whether she 
ever suspected these meetings 
were all innocent — that’s for 
Latoya to say. 

‘But as recently as five months 




Rare Beetle disc 
leads pop auction 

Cavern Club sold for 

m 1962. featured foe group pci 
forming Some Other 

^rS“n t ..to^cn d X 

said the seller, Olwen Mound, 43, 
rf Bridgend, Wales. “Someyears 
ago, he took it “ ® 5 
Brighton for me and 
£ 14 * J21 at current rates, a 

its estimated price. A featnCT- 
trimmed negligee Jjg 

Madonna sold for £11,0CW 
(516,500), more thandoubfe 
estimated price. Chnsne s did not 
identify any of foe buyers. 

Smallest circus in , 
the world could go to 

Japan 

’ SAINT-GALMIER, France 
(AFP) — The^sjnallest arcus m 
the wmid cadd go to J«pto btamt 
of feck of interest in foe nsmatmr 
masterpiece, its creator Maurice 
Masvignier told AFP. Under a 
big top of seven metres (21 feet) 
by three metres < nine feet), foe 
nrens Valdi numbers 120 vehi- 
cles, around " 100 a nim al s and 
1,036 spectators carved out of 
wood. The entire pie ce weig hs 
two tonnes, cover: « surf ace o f 
150 square metres and is repro- 
duced meticulously to a scale of 
l/17th. The automatons ar&r- 
driven by 50 engines and lighting*/ 
is provided by 1,900 bulbs. Mr. 
Masvignier, who exhibited a pro- 
totype of bis miniature ascot 
back in 1955 when he was o nly 2 2 
yean old, said he had not found 
anywhere in France to exhibit his 
work after the current contract to 
show here expires. He said he 
was considering an offerd to sefi 
from Japan, which if acc ept ed, 
means the circus could leave 
France for good in October. 

Peking takes aim at 
Chinese . 
trenchermen 


, PEKING (AFP) — Dining wdl 
and abundantly — a fast-growing 
sign of wealth m China — has left 
hotels in the capital Pelting strag- 
gling with a nasty side-effect: 
Pfles of uneaten food. The official 
English- l a n g u age ne wspaper Ori- 
na Daily said that the leftovers 
now surpass 10 tonnes a. day, and 
the Ministry of International 
Trade is desperately looking H 
ways of reining in the cxcesC; 
Banquets, a fan m of public rela- 
tions integral to China’s burgeon- 
ing market economy, should be 
“scientific, hygienic mid thrifty,” 
the ministry said, warning that 
banquet overeating contributes to 
poor health. However, the China 
Daily admits banquets arc unlike- 
ly to vanish altogether. Accord- 
ing, to Chinese custom, wedding 
banquets are a minimum of 10 
courses. Fewer dishes mean the 
host family suffers a terrible loss 
of face, with foe growth of Chi- 
na’s newly rich, who readily 
spend thousands of dollars on a 
single banquet, the tendency to- 
wards abundance — and waste 

has risen dramatically. People 
who are less monied strive to 
keep pace. f 

China police close 
illegal casino 

(R) — Police in the 
northeast China city of Sheuyane 
closed an illegal casino Where 
c«ople bet up to 10,000 yuan 
(51,750) on one play, fo e Legal 
Daily said Friday. It said foe 
casino, oiled City of foe Night- 
tess Nobles opened on July 28 in 

t $ anti “8* mb lrog laws. It 
had 13 tables and offered stakes 




state. 


, The case file contains descrip- 
tions of graphic sexual contact, 
including allegations of. oral six. 
and. masturbation. 

While unable to confirm that 
finding, a source told Reuters 
that police were conducting inter- 
views with several other youngs- 
ters who have been seen publicly 
m the company of foe 34-year-old 
entertainer. 

The source said that if it came 
down to Jackson's word against 
foe boy’s, investigators would 
likely have to drop the case. 

Among those questioned was 
an 11-year-old Australian boy 
who acknowledged that he some- 
times slept in foe same bed as 
Jackson but steadfastly denied 
that the singer had ever molested 
him. 

He told KCAL-TV he was a 
friend of the 13-year-old at foe 
centre of the scandal but that the 
child, the son of a wealthy Bever- 
ly Hills dentist, had never- uttered 


ly been spumed by foe entertain- 
er in an attempt to set up a $20 
million film deal. 

Jackson's representatives have 
described the wealthy entertainer 
as foe unwitting victim of black- 
mailers who made false child- 
abuse claims to police after he 


ago she warned him that being I. °f between 10 yuan (Si 75)*nd 
involved with boys like that didn’t | 10,000, .attracting more than 100 

a ni * bt - T** Paper said 
that .Police attempted to use per- 
suasion to get foe owner to dose 
foe rasrno but he turned a d£f 

Whlte-hTire°d m0rC 


look good and he should stop, 
Gordon added. 

Gordon - was reported else- 
where to be trying to sell Latoya’s 
version of her brother's story. 
The Daily Mail said Gordon was 
promising “explosive” revela- 
tions from Latoya — for a fee of 
$100,000. 

La toya repeatedly declined to 
comment on the scand al or de- 
fend her brother when she ar- 
rived in Britain. 


f 


--- r us , But in Los Angeles foe Jackson "^dlady Convicted 

rebuffed their attempts to exton family Thursday put out ajofat ® HlUrderS 
*20 million from him. But they statement saying: “We would Ht# , 

to take this <SSrtunity^n o^ MONTEREY, California rpi 
family has come together in unitv ^ *hite-haired Sa«-r*«? lia W — ’ 
and harmony to convey our love w ho prosecutors »■!? 
support Tr ^ 


did not elaborate. 

Jackson’s pop singing sister 
Latoya was quoted Friday as 
saying she had warned her 
brother months ago to end his 
friendships with young boys. 

Latoya's husband and manager 
Jack Gordon, who flew into Lon- 
don iwth foe singer Thursday, 
told Britain's best-selling Snn tab- 
loid that Latoya told Jackson be. 
risked damaging his career. 
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Sports 

Glory dispensed, athletes 
compete for big money 

BERLIN (AP) — t n ... ^ V # 
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Lucky draw for Courier at U.S. Open 


PCS. 

!g,l Bee A J 

Sold 0 rl . 

;* circuit 
ld couldj. 

L Lm 'er, t- 
“ p i" w 

"'"'Mbit 

. 

itors carva. 
entire pi* 

metres am,, 
auously to i t 
J WtOBH 
?*"#■»«•** 

k ^ TBKMfc 

4. saidkW' 

re in mace to'. 
'iat\hecon-ar 
*f* expires E 
nsidering an £ 
span, which i 
the circus cc 
for good in & 

ng takes* 

tese 

chermen 

JG (AFPl-Dfc 
undanth-air. 
wealth inOnns- 
;n the capitsJfe- 
ftith 2 nay e* 

: uneaten food I. 
l-languagenwr 
t!y said tha a. - 
rpass 10 tonnes. - 
.inistry of I* ' 
is despenidj y 
jf reining in (W - 
*ts, a form of ? ' 
itegra] to Chin*' ’ 
rkei econom). ; 
an c. hygienic £ 
ms try said, « _ 

•i overeating at' 
»jlth. Ho*w«:; 
omits banqu«: _ 
snish altogctfe ^ 
Chinese ton*:' 
ts are a fli®* 

. Fewer didC 
inilv suffers a e • 
With the S® ■ 
swly ndi, •* ■ 
housands° f ® . 

ianquet. the ^ 
bundance-®’ 
en diaman® 
e less aw®* 4 * 
ace. 

a nolle® ^ 


BERLIN (AP) - in Stuttgart 
last week, ttey ran, jumped and 

Benin, its for cash 

In eight of the 19 events at 

FES?" ^? ati0naI Stadium 
^“Vf IS J AF ) meet, ail three 
medalists from the World Cham- 
ptonships wm be competing. In 
all, 27 world champions are en- 
tered. 

More than $300,000 in appear- 
ance money helped secure [he 
Stars, deputy meet director Peter 
Stastny said Thursday, including 
women s heptathlon champ Jack- 
ie Joyner : Kersee and sprint 
queen Merlene Ottey after 11th- 
hour negotiations. 

Meet organisers arc getting less 
uncomfortable about the subject. 

“Track and field is, more and 
more, professionalising itself ” 
Stastny said. Now. appearana 
money is only where die incen- 
tives begin. 

Ottey, the 200-metre dash win- 
ner in Stuttgart, is one of eichi 
athletes still in the running for^ail 
or some of 20 one-kiiogramme 
(2.2-pound) gold bars. The bars 
worth about $250,000, are the 
prize for winning the same event 
in the golden four series of meets 
— Oslo, Zurich, Berlin and Brus- 
sels Sept. 3. 

Ottey can still share in the 
jackpot having won the 100 met- 
res at both Oslo and Zurich. 


Also in the running is 1,500- 
"f!! rc * orl < 1 record-holder 
Nourcddme Morceh, who 
threatened to boycott the World 
Championships if he didn’t get 
appearance money. 

. ^-year-old Algerian has 
ocen aominaur.g this year's cir- 
cuit and glided to victory in Stutr- 
gan last week in a tactical race. 

It s not known if he was finally 
given an appearance fee, but like 
au gold medalists. He received a 
$30,000 Mercedes. In Berlin, first 
place will be worth $6,000 a world 
record $15,000. 

"I ihink 1 will try for the world 
record.” Morccli said in an inter- 
view in which he acknowledged he 
was getting paid to come to Ber- 
lin but wouldn't say hdw much. 
On Friday. MorceS will again be 
matching strides in the mile wnh 
Olympic champion Fermin Cacho 
of Spain, 

The heftiest appearance fee, as 
much as $70,000 according to 
race officials, went to Britain's 
world sprint champion Linford 
Christie, who wilt face ili« only 
man to beat him (bis year — 
Leroy Burrell of the " United 
States. 

Because Burrell beat Christie 
in the Zurich, neither has a shot 
at the gold bars. But Burrell said 
he expects to see a lot of peak 
performances. 

"I think if there's a lot on the , 


line — like gold bars or gold 
m *dals ■ — people tend to run 
faster,” he said. 

Other athletes with a shot at the 
gold bars are Mike Powell in the 
long jump, fellow American 
Michael Johnson in the 400 
metres, Germany's Werner 
Guenther in the shot put and 
Hetfce Drectwler in the women's 
long jump- 

Also with a chance are Maria 
Mutola of Mozambique in the 
women's SUO-mcire run and Trine 
Mattes tad of Norway in the 
women's javelin. 

Burrell is nursing a slight cold 
and is a bit worried about Berlin's 
cooler climate. 

But he won't have to worry 
about teammate Carl Lewis, who 
says he lias not fully recovered 
from a February auto accident 
and flew home alter a disappoint- 
ing fourth-place finish in 100 at 
Stuttgart. 

Another American whu won't 
be running is Gail Devers, who 
raced to two gold medals in Stutt- 
gart — in the 1U0 dash and 100 
hurdles. 

“She’s taking it easy.” Stusrny 
said. “There were negotiations 
(over appearance money) but in 
the end it was not a matter of 
money." Meet director Rudi 
Thiel said Thursday that Devers 
had decided to end her outdoor 
season. 


World Cup qualifiers 

Bolivians have chance 
to silence detractors 

Argentina, Paraguay clash Sunday 
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RECIFE, Brazil (R) — Bolivia, 
the sensation of the South Amer- 
ican World Cup qualifiers, have a 
golden chance to silence their 
detractors for good Sunday. 

The formerly unheralded side, 
who play Brazil away, lead South 
America Group B with a perfect 
record of five wins in five games 
and 20 goals scored. 

The quality of their soccer has 
been as impressive as their statis- 
tical record and they have scored 
some breathtaking goals in their 
games which have included wins 
over Brazil and Uruguay.-. ' 

Yet critics are still asking; Are 
they really any good? 

Detractors say Bolivia owe 
their performance purely to the 
advantage of playing at altitude in 
La Paz. 

The team, which has struck 
fear into the likes of Brazil and 
Uruguay in. their own stadium 
3,700 metres above sea level, will 
be transformed into a meek, 
harmless outfit when they come 
down to play at sea level, they 
say. 

Four of Bolivia's games have 
been in La Paz and their only 
away match, a 7-1 win over Vene- 
zuela, was against a team which 
had not won a game since 19S9. 

Sunday should provide the 
answer to a question which is 
confounding everyone in South 
American soccer. 

The Brazilians, who suffered 
their first-ever defeat in a World 
Cup qualifier in La Paz, have 
been among Bolivia’s doubters 
and are promising revenge. 

"Their principle weapon is the 
altitude,” said Brazil midfielder 
Mauro Silva. “We suffered a lot 
of problems in La Paz and Sun- 
day we're not going to let them 
breath.” 

But Bolivia's Spanish coach 
Xavier Askargorta was defiant. 

“We will show the world that 
our results are the fruits of a lot of 
work,” he said. 

Bolivia are four points ahead of 
second-placed Brazil, who de- 
sperately need a win. The top two 
teams in the five- team group 
qualify for the World Cup finals 
in the United States. 

Brazil may be without captain 
Rai, who, in any case, has been 
badly off form. Palhinha will re- 
place Rai, who has complained of 
pains in his leg, if the Paris ^t. 
Germain player docs not recover. 

Bolivia are at full strength with 
midfielder Julio Cesar Baldivicso 
returning after u one-match sus- 
pension. 

Teams (probable): 

Brazil — Taffard, Jorgfnho, 
Ricardo Rocha, Ricardo Gomes, 
Branco, Mauro Silva, Dunga, 
Rai, Zinbo, Bcbeto, Muller. 
Bolivia: Carlos Trucco. Miguel 
Rimba, Marco Sandy, Gustavo 
Quinteros, Luis CHstddo, Milton 


M cigar, Carlos Borja, Marco 
Etcheverry, Julio Cesar BaMI- 
vieso, Erwin Sanchez, William 
Ramalio. 

In Buenos Aires, Argentina 
face Paraguay in a World Cup 
qualifier Sunday but the long- 
awaited renewal of the battle 
between the two team captains 
will not take place. 

Paraguayan captain and striker 
Roberto Cabanas is suspended 
from the South America Group 
A match after receiving his 
second yellow card in last week's 
1-1 draw with Colombia. 

That means be will not be able 
to continue his feud with Argen- 
tine captain and central defender 
Oscar Ruggeri. 

Sunday’s match is the return of 
an explosive clash in Asuncion 
which saw the rugged Argentine 
skipper sent off for a foul on 
Cabanas just before halftime af- 
ter nearly 45 minutes of non-stop 
niglling between the two. 

The pair followed up their bat- 
tle on the pitch with a slanging 
match in the press and Ruggeri 
appeared to be relishing the pros- 
pect of renewing the battle on 
Sunday. 

“When Cabanas comes to the 
monumental stadium (in Buenos 
Aires) he is going to get a little 
surprise,” Ruggeri had warned 
ominously. 

But this week Ruggeri insisted; 
“I have't been looking for re- 
venge.” 

The first match, which Argenti- 
na won 3-1, saw three other 
players sent off, plus Argentine 
coach Alfio Basile. 

Paraguay's chances of finishing 
in the top two of the group faded 
after they dropped a point at 
home to Colombia. 

They go to Buenos Ares in 
search of an improbable win to 
keep alive their hopes of reaching 
the 1994 finals. 

Their problems increased this 
week when goalkeeper and 
penalty-taker Jose Luis Chi- 
iaven, furious at jeers from the 
Paraguayan crowd against Col- 
ombia. announced his intention 
of abandoning the national team. 

Teams (probable): 

Argentina — Sergio 
Goycocbea, Fabian Basualdo, 
Jorge BoreUi, Oscar Ruggeri, 
Fernando Caceres, Gnslara 
Zapata, Diego Simeooe, Fernando 
Redondo, Nestor Gorosito, 
Ramon Medina BeDo, Gabriel 
Batistuta. 

Paraguay — Celso Guerrero, 
Andres Duarte, Catallno Rivar- 
oJa, Cdso Ayala, Silvio Suarez, 
Estanlslao Struway, Carlos 
Gamarre, Roberto Acuna, Gab- 
riel Gonzakz, Alfredo Mendoza, 
Luiz Alberto Monxon. 


Township kids 
mingle with 
NBA giants 

SOWETO (AP) — Some wore 
tank taps and sneakers, white 
others scrambled across the bas- 
ketball court in long pants and 
street shoes. 

They dribbled the ball off their 
feet, off their heads, off any part 
of the body that got in the way as 
they desperately raced back and 
forth. 

In the middle, three giants lo- 
wered over the controlled 
mayhem, barking instructions 
and leaping to help out a particu- 
larly needy player. 

For the 2U0 or so teen-agers, 
most of them from this sprawling 
black township, it was a learning 
session — big time — from past 
and present National Basketball 
Association players under a prog- 
ramme designed to teach the 
sport and the game of life. 

Bob McAdoo and Alex En- 
glish, two of the league's all-time 
greats, along with Zairean-born 
Dikembc Mutombo of the De- 
nver Nuggets, stressed ball- 
handling. hard work and dedica- 
tion in the one-day seminar at a 
Soweto Gymnasium. 

The message appeared to get 
through. 

“I'm learning that to be a 
champion, it takes hard work," 
said Khotso Nketlc, 17, who 
plays in a township basketball 
programme. "It's very important 
to me. It takes me off the 
streets." 

That's music to the cars of 
NBA commissioner David Stern, 
who watched from the sideline on 
his first-ever visit to Africa. 

"We've really here just to en- 
courage the growth of the sport 
and the messages that come with 
it," Stem said of the NBA- fi- 
nanced four. 

It is pan of a programme called 
Teamwork-South Africa de- 
veloped at Northeastern Uni- 
versity in the United States with 
the help of the NBA and South 
Africa’s National Olympics Com- 
mittee. The goal is to use sports 
to improve racial understanding 
and give kids an alternative to 
street life. 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — The, 
luck of the draw was with world 
number one Jim Courier Thurs- 
day. 

The draw for the U.S. Open 
tennis championships was held 
Thursday and the ceremony left 
the top seed in the easier half of 
the men’s competition with a 
smooth road to the quart er-fmah. 
save for a potentially dangerous 
third-round bump. 

Courier, who reached the final 
of all three Grand Slams this 
year, winning the Australian 
Open, drew i 16th- ranked Spa- 
niard Marcos Aurelio Gorriz as 
his first-round opponent for the 
Open, which begins Monday. 

The American, who regained 
the top ranking this week after 
winning the U.S. hardcoum in 
Indianapolis, wit! face a qualifier 
in the second round before poss- 
ibly being tested by 2Sth-ranked 
compatriot Mativai Washington 
in the third. 

Courier is stoned to face lS-th- 
sccded Frenchman Cedric Piolinc 
in the round of 16. unless former 
champion Mats Wilandcr, a wild- 
card entry attempting a com- 
eback, manages to get that far. 
Neither should pose a threat. 

His likely quarter-final oppo- 
nent will be either 10th-*eeded 
'Dutchman Richard Krajicek or 
eighth seed Andrei Medvedev of 


Ukraine. 

In sharp contrast, second- 
seeded Wimbledon champion 
Pete Sampras will almost surely 
have 16th- seed Andre Agassi 
awaiting him in the round of 16. 

None of the other top conten- 
ders will come face to face so 
early. 

Sampras, last year’s runner-up. 
opens against S6th-ranked 
Frenchman Fab nee Santoro, but 
found himself in the half of the 
draw stacked with Agassi, the 
always dangerous Michael 
Chang, defending champion Ste- 
fan Ed berg and former Wimble- 
don winner Michael Such of Ger- 
many. 

The third-seeded Edberg be- 
gins his campaign for a third 
consecutive U.S. Open crown 
against %th-ranked Olivier De- 
laitre of France and faces a poten- 
tial quarter-final match with sixth 
seed Such. 

Fourth seed Boris Becker, the 
1989 winner, has a fourth round 
date with struggling three-time 
champion Ivan Lendl. 

Huge-serving Croatian Goran 
Ivanisevic, the 11th seed, appears 
to be the biggest obstacle in the 
way of a semifinal showdown 
between Becker and Courier. 

’ Fifth-seeded French Open 
champion Sergi Brugucra is in the 
same quarter as Becker and Iva- 


nisevic, but with his lack of bard- 
court expertise, he could well fall 
to fellow Spaniard Javier Sanchez 
in the first round. 

Women's top seed Steffi Graf, 
the heavy favourite with Monica 
Seles still out of action, drew 
American Robin White as her 
first round opponent, while 
second seed andT992 runner-up 
Arantxa- Sanchez Vieario opens 
against Florencia Labatt of 
Argentina. . 

If form holds die most compell- 
ing women's quarter-finals pit 
Graf against fifth seed Gabriela 
Sabatini in a rematch of the 1988 
and 1990 finals and 36-year-old 
four-time winner Martina Navra- 
tilova against seventh seed Jen- 
nifer Capriati, looking for her 
first Grand -Slam title at 17. 

Sanchez, in the same half of the 
draw as Capriati and Navratilova, 
is slotted to meet sixth-seeded 
American Mary Joe Fernandez in 
the quarters. 

Wimbledon runner-up Jana 
Novotna and fourth-seeded Spa- 
niard Conchita Martinez are 
potential quarter-final opponents 
in Grafs half of the draw. 

Lendl, Tanziat advance 

In Schenectady, New York, 
top seeds Ivan Lendl and Natha- 
lie Tauziat advanced to the 
quarter-finals of the $350,000 


OTB International Open tennis 
tournament with second-round 
via ones Thursday, 

Lendl beat Joren Renzenbrink 
of Germany 6-3, 6-3 while the 
Frenchwoman defeated Shi-Ting 
Wang of Taiwan 1-6, 64, 6-2. 

In Friday's quarter-finals, 
Lendl wiO race Tomas Enqvist of 
Sweden, who beat Germany's 
Bemd Karbacber in a two hour, 
58 minute battle in boiling beat 
and humidity. 

Sixth seed Carlos Costa of 
Spain beat Dutchman Paul 
Haarhuis 6-2, 7-5 in another 
men's second-round match. Cos- 
ta will next face Australian 
Richard From berg, who beat 
Danish qualifier Kenneth Carlsen 
7-5. 6-3. 

On (be women’s side, Ukrai- 
nian Natalia Medvedeva upset 
second seed Sabine Hack of Ger- 
many 4-6, 6-1," 6-2 while third 
seed Judith Wiesner of Austria 
easily defeated Emanuela Zardo 
of Switzerland 6-1, 6-1. 

Medvedeva will face up-and- 
coming 18-year-old Swede Asa 
Carbsoo Friday. 

Ivanisevic roots Steeb 

In Commack, N.Y.. Goran 
Ivanisevic, undeterred by wilting 
heat and humidity, used a power- 
ful serve Thursday to rout Cari- 


Ewe Steeb 6-2, 6-1 and reach the 
quarterfinals of the $300,000 
Hamlet Cup. 

With a counside thermometer 
said to register a reading of 129 
degrees (5^.9 C), Ivanisevic play- 
ed his "best tennis in a month" in 
advancing to the quarters with 
Marc Rosset of Switzerland and 
Luis Matlar of Brazil. 

Rosset, last year's Olympic 
gold medalist, had 10 aces in 
beating Amaud Boetsch of 
France 4-6, 6-4, 6-2. Mattar 

downed Andrei Chesnokov of 

Russia 64, 64. 

"The weather had no effect on 
me,” said Rosset, who was play- 
ing Boetsch for the first time on 
the tour. "1 don’t tire in heat. The 
warmer it is. the better it is for 
me. I find I play slower and 
concentrate more in hot weath- 
er.” 

In a night match. No. 4 seed 
Michael Stich played Cedric 
Pioline. 

Ivanisevic, the. No. 7 seed, 
whipped 13 aces past Steeb. He 
broke the German in the fourth 
and eighth games of the first set 
and rushed ahead 5-0 in the 
second before winning in 59 mi- 
nutes. 

“I’m playing much bener than 
a month ago because I'm serving 
much better, especially when I 
need to." Ivanisevic said. 


AC Milan starts bid for 
rare 3rd consecutive title 


MILAN (AP) — AC Milan wants 
a rare third straight Italian 
League crown. But for the first 
time in six years, it will begin the 
season without its Dutch trio. 

Hie Italian season kicks off 
Sunday, a week earlier than usual 
and the most austere in years 
following an economic recession 
that has reduced the purchases of 
foreign stars. 

The August start is so the 
league can complete the 34-round 
scheduled for the 18- team league 
well before the 1994 World Cup 
finals in the United States. 

Although the games will begin 
early, it won’t be as early as the 
league would like. All matches 
will kick off 30 minutes late in the 
opening round — at 4:30 p.m. 
(1430 GMT) — because of a 
players association protest over 
layoffs of several of their col- 
leagues in the third division. 

Milan, which hopes to remain 
competitive in the Champions 
Cup, Italian Cup and Italian 
League, will debut at newly 
promoted Lecce. 

Having transferred Ruud Gul- 
let to Sampdoria and Frank Ri- 
jkaard to Ajax of Amsterdam, 
the red and black have retained 
only Marco Van Basten of their 
once-formidable Dutch front. 
But Van Basten is still recovering 
from ankle surgery while Italian 
forward Gian Luigi Lentini and 
newly acquired defender Christ- 
ian Panucci have joined him on 
the injured list. 

That has forced Fabio Capelio 
to reshuffle his lineup with 
French striker Jean Pierre Papin, 
Italian forward Marco Simone, 
Croat Zvonimir Boban, Dane 
Brian Laudrup, Romanian for-, 
ward Florin Radudoiu and Mon- 
tenegrin Dejan Savicevic. 

A reshuffled lineup is expected 
to be a hindrance to an Italian 
"three-peat” but not as much as 
history. Only five teams have 
won three consecutive titles and 
none since Torino won five from 
1943-1949. The league didn't play 
in 1944 and 1945. 

In other games Sunday, Cag- 
liari is in Bergamo to face Ataian- 
ta, AS Roma travels to Genoa, 
promoted Reggiana plays at In- 
tern azionale, Cremoncse faces 
Juventus in Turin, Sampdoria 
goes to play Napoli, Torino is at 


promoted Piacenza, Parma faces 
Udinese. and Foggia goes to 
Rome to play Lazio. 

Milan, which dominated last 
season despite a second-half 
slump, is expected to face 
tougher challenges this year from 
crosstown rival Intcmazionale 
and European Cup Winners Cup 
champion Parma. 

ft Adanta n. Cagliari 

A colon ta will begin without 
knee injured Brazilian midfielder 
Alemao but will have newly ac- 
quired Frenchman Frank Sauzee 
in his place. Similarly, Cagliari 
will be without Luis Herrera, on 
assignment with the Uruguayan 
national team, and suspended 
Brazilian forward Luis Oliveira. 
Panamian forward Dely Valdes 
will have to compensate for Oli- 
viera's loss. 

1 "it Genoa Vs. Roma 

Dutch forward Marciano Vink 
and Czech striker Tomas 
Skuhravy and are questionable 
for Genoa with injuries. Roma 
begins the season without 
Claudio Caniggia, serving his 13- 
month suspension for cocaine, 
and injured Brazilian defender 
Aldair. 

ft Inter Vs. Reggiana 

Dutchmen Dennis Bergkamp 
and Wim Jonk make their debut 
in the Italian league with Inter. 
The Milan club is without Ruben 
Sosa, with Herrera with the Uru- 
guayan national team, and sus- 
pended Italian international 
Nicola Bcrti. Reggiana, one of 
the four teams which moved up 
from the second division this 
year, starts its new Swedish for- 
ward Johnny Ekstrom. 

ft Juventus Vs. Gremonese 

Juventus is countering on strik- 


er Gianluca VLaili, who revived 
his tarnished scoring skills in pre- 
season matches. Julio Cesar re- 
joing the team after a summer 
which saw him leave the Brazilian 
national team midway through 
the U.S. Cup. 

ft Lazio Vs. Foggia 

League-leading scorer Giusep- 
pe Signori is questionable for 
Lazio due to an ankle injury, and 
Paul Gascoigne, wbo balked at 
reporters assertions he reported 
to camp overweight, is likely to 
play a full 90 minutes after a 
encouraging exhibition against 
Inter. - 

ft NapoB VS. Sampdoria 

Napoli will share the problem 
of Inter and Cagliari, haing to do 
without its Uruguayan, forward 
Daniel Fonseca. Ruud Gullit will 
join with bis new teammates, 
teaming in front with Robert 
Mancini, Attilio Lombardo, 
David Platt and Vladimir Jugo- 
vic. 

ft Piacenza Vs. Torino 

Piacenza brings something to 
the first division not seen in a 
while: All-Italian starting 11. “I 
hope we can do without fore- 
igners. Our goal is to avoid re- 
legation,” coach Luigi Cagni 
said. 

Torino is the worst off in the 
Uruguayan department, having 
to play without two starters — 
Carlos Aguilera and Enzo Fran- 
cescoli. 

ft Udinese Vs. Parma 

Colombian forward Faustuio 
Asprilla is expected to return 
from Latin America by the 
weekend but is not expected to 
start for Parma, whose has added 
Gianfranco Zola and Massimo 
Crippa. 


NEW DELUXE VILLA FOR RENT 

306 M 2 . Consisting of A bedrooms, spacious salon, living 
and dining rooms, modem kitchen, 4 bathrooms and 
garden. 

Location: Dir Ghibar 

Call: WaHd, teL 810295 

FOR RENT 

MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

ft Studio ol one bedroom. K & B. 

ft One bedroom, living room. K & B. 

ft Two bedrooms, living-dining room, K & B. 

ft Three bedrooms, two living rooms, dining room K & two baths. 

Central healing and telephones. 

Location: Jabal Amman bet. 3rd & 4th Circles. 

Shmeisani near Birds Garden. 

Owner's telephone: 667862-693443 


How wedding gifts 
are changing 

See for yourself at: 

-A- DAjewJLaNI 

Amra Hotel - Amman. 


FOR RENT AND SALE 
In Abdoun 

Two bedroom, garden apartment with separate heating, water, 
electricity and telephone. Fully furnished, in Abdoun. 

For rant Interested, please caff tel. 822067. 

Manager's desk and chair, equipment and furniture, photocopy 
machine in a very good condition for sale. 

Toyota Creslda, duty paid, 1985, full options, in an excellent 
condition for sale. 

Please call 822067 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 
C 1 M 2 TfWM umu Sotcii flU 


CAUGHT IN THE END 


North-South vulnerable. Weal 


. NORTH 
„ * A 10 7 5 

7 K J 6 4 

a j 

#8 6 2 

WEST EAST 

# Q #93 

?BS TQ10 87 

0 K Q 10 8 7 6C 6 4 3 2 

# A Q 10 6 # J 9 4 

SOUTH 

# K J 8 6 4 2 
<7 A 3 2 

0 9 

# K 7 3 
The bidding: 

Want North Eaot South 

1 0 DU 2 0 4 # 

Pom Pam Pam 

Opening lead: King of 0 
You need do nothing more than 
pay heed to the auction to bring 
home this .four-spade game. With 
"ahifoat every card marked,' woeful 
preparation is sure to deliver the 
•contract. • — *'■ 

With the equivalent of an opening 
bid faring a takeout double and a 
six-card major, there's no need to 
pussyfoot around. You know where 
you want to play the han d, and the 
surest way to get there is via the 
direct route. 


After the opening Lead of the king 
of diamonds, you are in danger of 
losing three club trick3 and a 
heart— West mut cold the ace of 
dubs to justify an opening bid. 
Since you know leading a club to the 
king is doomed to failure, you must 
find some other line. 

The heart finesse is tempting, but 
if ic loses there is no doubt East will 
return a dub to defeat you. An end- 
play offers much better prospects. 

Win the ace of di&moncb -and 
draw trumps. To complete the end- 
play, you must reach a position 
where, should West have some heart 
length, the suit can't be continued 
safely by that defender. So cash' the 
ace and king of hearts and, when the 
queen doesn't drop, abandon that 
suit and instead lead the jack of 
diamonds, discarding a heart from 
hand. Saddled with the lead. West is 
well and truly trapped. 

If West efits with a club, you lose, 
at most, two club tricks and a dia- 
mond. If West leads the queen of 
hearts, ruff and take a chib discard 
on the jack of heags. using a trump 
as the entry. If West returns a low 
heart, go up with the jack. Either 
that wins and you discard a club,, or 
East covers and you ruff, setting-up 
a long heart in dummy for a did) 
discard. Simple enough! 


-FURNISHED VILLA IN TLA’ AL AU 
FOR RENT 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 verandas, 3 bathrooms, salon, dining 
room, kitchen, beautiful garden planted with fruit trees, and 
central heating, with telephone. Suitable for diplomats. 

For more Information, please call tel. 828979 . 


One Backroom Furnished Apartment ' 
For Rent 

Well-fumished studio with a nice view. The building is well 
maintained' with an elevator and parking. 

Suwiffia, American* Embassy Street. Iskan Beittona, building No. 
4. floor No. 3, Apartment 4. 


A newly-built villa, with unique architectural 
design, consisting of three bedrooms, spacious 
salons, large kitchen, well-kept garden. 
Location: Abdoun 

Please call tel. 602161 


SBm Secretary Required 


•/A'////////////,- 

m 


We are looking for a secretary, having a good 
command of the English language, also typing 
and good with computer filing. 

For more Info, call: 699943 




DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT' 

Located at a beautiful location in Sweifiyeh. 
Consists of (3 bedrooms, 2 salons, dining, living 
room, 3 bathrooms, American kitchen). 

New furniture, first time usage. 

Interested call: 617888 
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ICSST 7 ' Tel.: 677420 
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Last Action Hero 

Shows: 12:30, 3-J0, 6:15, 80 0, 10:30 

America Shikabika 

Arabic 

Shows: 12 J0, 3:15, 6;0Q. 8:15, 10:15 


Cinema 


Tel.: 699238 


PLAZA 

Adel Imam 

m 

Wad Sayyed AI Shaghal 

play 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:00. 8:30 


I Cinema Tel.: 6341 44 1 

PHILADELPHIA 

Franky and Johnny 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 

On Thursday and Friday special show for 
children at 11 a m. a festival of cartoons. 


TeL: 675571 

NabO Al MNbtad Theatre 


presents a play entitled: 

Al Urn Nuron 

A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abeer Issa, Daoud Jalajel, 
Hassan Al Sheer, Fuad Shomali 
in addition to other comedians 
Every night at 8:15 
Tickets are sold all day 


Nabi! & Hisfiaiffs Tel.: 62515J 

AMtAW THEATRE 

Returns to you Thursday Aug. 

26 in the play: 

Arab Summit 
Conference 
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China threatens to 


quit missile pact 


PEKING (Agencies) — China 
threw into doubt Friday U.S.-led 
efforts, to control sales of long- 
range missiles, threatening to 
withdraw its support for such 
restrictions in response to newly 
imposed U.S. trade sanctions. 

Vice Foreign Minister Liu 
Huaqiu called in U.S. Ambassa- 
dor to China Stapleton Roy to 
convey Peking's decision con- 
cerning the missile technology 
control regime (MTCR) and to 
lodge a strong protest, over 
Washington's decision to impose 
sanctions, the official Xinhua 
news agency said. 

“The Chinese government has 
been left with no alternatives bnt 
to reconsider its commitment to 
the MTCR,” Mr. Lin said. “The 
U.S. government shall be held 
fully responsible for all the con- 


sequences arising there from.” 


r ashington announced' the 
sanctions Wednesday, accusing 
China of violating the MTCR by 
selling technology for its M-U 
missiles to Pakistan. Both Pelting 
and Islamabad have repeatedly 
rejected the allegation. 


risk of being revoked. 

“The Chinese often have a 
bark mneb bigger than their 
bite,” one said. 

The renewed sanctions barred Chinese 
institniions, notably the Defence 
Ministry and Space Research 
Programme, from buying satellites 
and satellite technology, includ- 
ing avionics, flight control sys- 
tems and some computer and 
software equipment. 

But the two-year ban would 
only affect new sales, not any- 
thing for which export licenses 

- have been granted. It will affect 
an estimated S400 million to $500 
million in U.S. exports annually. 

Ironically, a major victim of 
the ban is Los Angeles-based 
Hughes Aircraft Co., which has 

- discussed selling 10 satellites to 
China and was supposed to put 
two into orbit in the next two 


In a scathing attack, Mr. Liu 
warned the U.S. move “puts 


Sino-U.S. relations in serious 
jeopardy." 

“This naked hegemonistic act 
has brutally violated the basic 
norms governing international re- 
lations, 1 ’ he said. “This is most 
unreasonable and totally un- 
acceptable to the Chinese side.” 

China first agreed to abide by 
the MTCR guidelines and para- 
meters in Feouary 1992, but only 
after Washington agreed to re- 
move sanctions nearly identical to 
the ones It imposed Wednesday. 

. If Peking went ahead with the 
threat to withdraw support for 
the MTCR, it would be a major 
blow for international effort to 
limit missile proliferation. West- 
ern diplomats -said. U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton has made an end 
to sales of long-range missiles one 
of bis administration’s top priori- 
ties. 

But the diplomats expressed 
seme scepticism over Peking’s 
threat, pointing out that it would 
not only be damaging to its own 
security interests, but also risk 
additional retaliation from 
Washington at a time when Chi- 
na’s preferential trade status is at 


years. 

A loophole for an all-out 
escalation of tension existed 
observers said, noting that like 
predecessor George Bush, Mr 
Ginton could sign a special waiv- 
er that would allow the sales and 
launches to go ahead. 

The M-U missiles have a range 
of 480 kilometres and can be 
equipped with nuclear warheads. 
The MTCR bars sales of missiles 
with a range "of more than 300 
kilometres or a payload of more 
than 500 kilogrammes. 

The Chinese vice minister 
reiterated Peking's claim that it 
had abided by the MTCR guide- 
lines, arguing that the “large 
body of evidence” gathered by 
U.S. intelligence was inaccurate. 

“The Chinese government has 
all along adopted a positive and 
serious approach towards pre- 
venting proliferation of weapons 
of mass destruction and their 
delivery systems.” Mr. Liu said. 

Pelting had “done nothing in 
contradiction” with the MTCR, 
he added. 


On the other hand, he accused 
the United States of having 
“poured large amounts of adv- 
anced weapons into the region 
sensitive to China, threatening hs 
security.” 

The U.S. intelligence commun- 
ity concluded that MTCR guide- 
lines had been violated by China, 
but only after months of‘ debate. 


Bosnian parties start 
debate on partition 


PALE, Bosnia-Herzegovina 
(AFP) — Representatives of Bos- 
nia's three waning parties con- 
vened Friday in their respective 
strongholds to debate a proposed 
carve-up of the war-tom republic 
as pockets of opposition to the 
plan emerged on all sides. 

Deputies of the self-proclaimed 
Bosnian Serb parliament called in 
Pale to respond to the plan 
argued Friday in dosed session 
over whether the Serbs should 
hand over battle-won territories 
and attach conditions to their 


acceptance. 
Meanw 


Jeanwhile Bosnian Croat civi- 
lian and military leaders gathered 
in their southern Bosnian stron- 
ghold of grude to study the plan, 
which the self-proclaimed Bos- 
nian Croat parliament will vote 
on Saturday after it was rejected 
by a large part of the population 
and local authorities. 

And in Sarajevo, where mem- 
bers of the mainiy-Muslim Bos- 
nian parliament gathered, Bos- 
nian President Alija Izetbegovic 
demanded guarantees that the 
plan be monitored by the U.N. 
and hinted the Bosnians would 
only accept .if international 
mediators agreed to certain 
amendments. 

Under the proposed ethnic 
partition drafted at all-party 
peace talks in Geneva, the Croats 
who made up about 17 per cent of 


Bosnia's pre-war population 
would gain control of just under 
20 per cent of the territory. 

The Muslim-led Bosnians, who 
made up 44 per cent of the 
population would get 30 per cent 
of the land, and the Serbs just 
over 50 per cent. 

The three parties have until 
Monday to consult their respec- 
tive assemblies on the question 
and return to Geneva to present 
their responses to Lord Owen 
and Thorvald Stqltenberg, the 
international mediators on the 
conflict. 


Dissent in Washington 


There are fears that U.S. di- 
plomacy is losing credibility over 
the government’s handling of the 
Bosnia crisis, which has led to the 
recent resignation of State De- 
partment officials in protest. 

Three State Department offi- 
cials involved with the situation in 
Former Yugoslavia resigned in 
August to protest what they say is 
a deliberate lack of effort on the 
part of the U.S. government to 
end the killing of Bosnian Mus- 
lims by Bosnian Serb forces. 

In seperate interview with 
AFP, they also said they feared 
that the U.S. government's re- 
luctance to act could endanger 
Washington's prestige and influ- 
ence in the world. 


Togo regime, rivals 


spar over 15 deaths 


LOME (Agencies) — Togo’s 
government and the main opposi- 
tion, which boycotted this week’s 
presidential elections, accused 
each other on Friday of killing 15 
militants in a general village. 

The government said the mili- 
tants who died in the village of 
Agbandi, 60 kilometres south of 
the central town of Sokode, had 
been poisoned with food deli- 
vered to them in prison by mem- 
bers of the opposition Committee 
for Renewal (CAR). 

But the opposition blamed 
security forces and CAR leader 
Yawovi Agboyibo said the 
accusations were part of a plot by 
strongann President Gnassingbe 
Eyadema and Prime Minister 
Joseph Kokou Koffigoh to incri- 
minate him. 

“These are reprisals for the 
boycott of the election," Mr. 
Agboyibo said. “How can you 
possibly say people from CAR 
killed their own supporters? This 
is a prelude to arresting me." 

Mr. Eyadema, who mounted 
Africa’s -first successful post- 
independence military coup in 


1963, won Wednesday’s disputed 
presidential elections with up to 
98 per cent of the vote in some 
places, but the boycott kept turn- 
out low. 

A government statement said 
security forces had anested 40 
people on Thursday for attacking 
electoral officials and destroying 
voting equipment the day before 
in Agbandi. 


They were taken to Blitta pris- 
on where 15 died during the night 
after eating food brought by 
CAR membere, it said. 

“During the evening, CAR 
activists asked for by the de- 


tainees brought them food. This 
food was probably poisoned,” the 


statement said. 


The statement gave no indica- 
tion of why the opposition might 
want to poison its own members. 

It said the militants were armed 
with grenades and were led by a 
man named Djiguri Komi Seoul, 
nicknamed Charles Taylor after 
the Liberian rebel leader. Secur- 
ity forces searched their homes 
and found arms and ammunition. 



PALESTINIAN PROTEST: Palestinian women 
and children Friday protest outside tire Bristol 
Hotel in Beirut where Arab ministers were meeting 
to discuss coordination in the Middle East peace 


process (see page 1). The protesters were deman- 1 
ding the rdnstitntfam of Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) welfare payments to Palestinian 
refugee families in Lebanon (AFP photo) 


Sheikh, others enter not guilty 
pleas in bombing and blast plot 


Combined agency dispatches 


NEW YORK — Egyptian Mus- 
lim cleric pleaded innocent 
Thursday to charges he led a gang 
that bombed the World Trade 
Centre and plotted to assassinate 
President Hosai Mubarak of 
Egypt and carry out other vio- 
lence. 

Sheikh Omar Abdul Rahman's 
followers abroad threatened re- 
taliation against Americans 
should he be harmed. 

Fourteen- co-defendants en- 
tered the same plea during a 
hearing at federal court in Man- 
hattan on Thursday, six months 
after the Feb. 26 World Trade 
Centre bombing. 

Streets outside were lined with 
police and a police helicopter 
buzzed over the courthouse, in an 
indication of the fear that other 
membeis of the cell remain free. 

“Whether or not we've identi- 
fied the major players, obviously 
there's a concern that there may 
be others out there that we don't 
know about,” said Matthew Fish- 
bein. chief assistant U.S. attor- 
ney. 

The sheikh was charged 
Wednesday with orchestrating a 
network that bombed the World 
Trade Centre, killed militant 
Rabbi Meir Kahane and plotted 
other bombings, kidnappings and 
assassinations, including that of 
Mr. Mubarak. 

The suspects walked into the 
courtroom handcuffed and in 
single file. Sheikh Abdul Rah- 
man, wearing sunglasses and 
allowed to dress in a red-and- 
white bat and long blue robe 
instead of'prison garb, was the 
last to enter. 

None spoke during the hear- 
ing; some greeted family mem- 
bers in the court by saying “peace 
be with you” in Arabic. 

U.S. District Court Judge 
Michael B. Mukasey said there 
may have to be at least two 
separate trials because there are 


more than 10 defendants and 
likely to be more than four 
months of testimony. 

Defence lawyer Ron Kuby told 
the judge the evidence will prove 
“this conspiracy was a govern- 
ment conspiracy,” a setup by a 
government informant who even 
taped his conversations with in- 
vestigators. 

The indictment returned 
Wednesday charged the suspects 
with plotting a “war of urban 
terrorism” against the United 
States. 

It also charged AI Sayyid 
Nosair with the murder of Rabbi 
Kahane, although Nosair was ac- 
quitted of state charges m the 
Nov. 5., 1990 slaying. 

And it detailed plans to attack 
U.S. military installations, mur- 
der federal agents and seize hos- 
tages as bargaining chips to gain 
the release of jailed conspirators. 

U.S. missions abroad were told 
to review their security measures 
following the indictment. 

But defence lawyers say that 
the only dangerous acts by the 
group came from the govern- 
ment's own informant. 

The man. Emad Salem, is ex- 
pected to be a key witness for the 
the government. 

But he will face tough cross- 
examination from defence 
lawyers, who will likely point to 
.bis shadowy past and claims that 
he has had ties to Egyptian intelli- 
gence, the U.S. Central Intelli- 
gence Agency (CIA) and the 
Soviet KGB. 

At the time the plot was dis- 
closed, the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) made much 
of the fact that some of the 
defendants were mixing a bomb 
to blow up the United Nations. 

But the government’s own 
charges admit that Mr. Salem was 
the one responsible for preparing 
the explosives. 

In addition, prosecutors will be 
hard-pressed to explain why Mr. 
Salem started giving them in- 


formation in late 1991 yet they 
foiled to stop the trade centre 
bombing last February in which 
six people died and over 1,000 
were injurded. 

Michael Warren, attorney for 
Mr. Nosair, said Mr. Salem was 
“despicable” and said he “was 
not a credible witness.” 

Hie government has disclosed 
that in addition to taping his 
conversations with the defen- 
dants, Mr. Salem recorded his 
talk* with FBI agents. 

Former government officials 
say those tapes could prove to be 
an embarrassment and support 
defence allegations that Mr. 


Salem was trying to entrap the 


in- 


accused and was actually 
sti gator in the plans. 

The government has leaked 
some of the conversations be- 
tween Mr. Salem and some of the 
defendants showing the infor- 
mant taking an active role in the 
plots. 

“That evidence when shown 
and when displayed is going to' 
show that this is a government 
conspiracy from beginning to 
end. Attorney Kuby said after 
the court hearing. 

“It was the government that 
sent in its informer, to go out and 
to create tins mythical Islamic 
conspiracy that we see here to- 
day.” he said. 

The indictment charges the 
group with planning to blow up 
the two tunnels and one bridge 
tbat span tbe Hudson River and 
bomb unidentified military in- 
stallations. 

But the defence lawyers con- 
tend the plans were just “loose 
talk” and that there is no evi- 
dence that they took concrete 
steps to cany out such plots. 

The charges against Sheikh 
Abdul Rahman and Mr. Nosair 
had been expected for months; 
amid reports that U.S. Attorney 
General Janet Reno was reluc- 
tant to name the two, fearing the 
allegations could not be proved. 


Khaddam resolves 


Lebanese crisis 


BEIRUT (AP) — Syrian Vice 
President Abdul Halim Khaddam 
made an urgent trip to Lebanon 
Friday and men announced that a 
government crisis had been 
averted and Prime Minister Rafik 
Hariri would remain in office. 

“The (Lebanese) government 
is staying. It’s a united bloc,” Mr. 
Khaddam ' told reporters at the 
end of his five-hour visit. 

Syria is the. undisputed power 
broker in neighbouring Lebanon, 
and Mr. irhadHam is Syria’s top 
expert on Lebanese affairs. 

Lebanese government officials, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity, said Mr. Khaddam’s in- 
tervention beaded off the possi- 
ble collapse of Mr. Hariri's half- 
Christian, half-Muslim cabinet 

Mr. Khaddam acted swiftly to 
settle tiie differences. He met with 
Mr. Hariri after holding separate 
talks with Lebanese President 
Elias Hrawi, a Syrian-backed 
Maronite Catholic, and Parlia- 
ment Speaker Nabih Beni, a 
Shiite Muslim. 

Mr. Khaddam met later with 
both Mr. Hariri and Mr. Hrawi, 
emerging afterwards to announce 
that the undisclosed problems 
had been settled. 

Mr. Hariri, a Sunni Muslim 
and go-getting self-made bil- 
lionaire, was hailed as Lebanon's 
saviour when appointed in Octo- 
ber with the support of Syria, the 
dominant political force in the 
country, and Saudi Arabia, the 
Arab World’s main financial 
power. 


Lebanon’s 
who had 


He shunted aside 
old guard leaders, 
dominated politics for decades, 

and brought in Western-educated 
technocrats to oversee Lebanon s 
reconstruction and rMmtoWMi 
following the end of the 1975-90 
dvil war. 

Mr. Hariri, 50 has been com- 
plaining that be is not getting the 
support be expects from some of. 
his cabinet ministers and that pis 
reconstruction efforts are being 
blocked. 

He refused to comment on 
media reports he threatened to 
resign at a cabinet session Thurs- 
day night. 

Tbe independent Al Nahar dai- 
ly said Mr. Hariri tpld the meet- 
ing that he prefers to stand down 
rather than foil in his mandate to 
lift Lebanon from the wreckage 
of the civil war. 

The prestigious daily quoted 
unnamed Hariri aides as 
saying that his main condition for 
Staying on was “a satisfactory 
degree of harmony in the govern- 
ment to ensure that we will 
triumph together rather than fail 
one after another at Lebanon's 
expense.” 

Mr. Beni, a key ally of Syria, 
told reporters that Mr. Hairi had 
not tendered his resignation, but 
complained of “shakmess among 
government members.” 

Mr. Hariri has made major 
advances in curbing official cor- 
ruption and unproved security 
conditions during his 10 months 
in office. 


Jordan: Israel must let 
more Palestinians home 


By Ram Sabbagh 

Reuters 


AMMAN — Jordan, which re- 
sumes peace talks with Israel next 
week, said on Thursday that the 
Jewish state should let more 
Palestinians return to the occu-' 
ied territories to live with their 


famili es there. 


Interior Minister Salameh 
Hammad said an Israeli decision 
to let 6,000 Palestinians swap 
visitor permits for permits allow- 
ing them to live in toe occupied 
territories with their familie s was 
a step in the right direction. 

But he told Reuters that Israel 
should go much further. 

“Israel’s decision to swap their 
permits is only a correction of a 
wrong decision because It is their 
right to live In their homeland 
and not be treated like fore- 
igners,” he said. 

“It is also assumed tins move 
should be followed by other steps 
to return all those who have the 
right to return to their homeland, 
including those Palestinians who 
lost their right to return because 
of tough Israeli restrictions,” he 
added. 

Israel Radio said on Sunday 
that Palestinians who were either 
born outside the territories or 
were abroad when Israel invaded 
in 1967 but arrived between 1990 
and 1992 on the temporary visitor 
permits could stay with their hus- 
bands. wives or parents. 


The radio said state prosecu- 
tors gave the number involved in 
reply to a petition before Israel’s 
high court of justice demanding 
fondly nullifications. 

Mr. Hammad repeated Jor- 
dan’s demand for Israel to re- 
patriate more Palestinians and 
their families barred from return- 
ing to tbe West Bank and Gaza 
Stop. 

Jordanian Interior Ministry fi- 
gures show that since mid-1983, 
more than £4,000 Palestinians 
from the occupied territories 
have been unable .to return after 
losing residence rights for foiling 
to return within a period of three 
years. 

The figure exdudes wires and 
children registered on each resi- 
dence — taking the total to over 
90,000 individuals. 

Jordan has so for unsuocesftilly 
igned for their return as a 
gesture to support the 
peace process. 

Most of the affected Palesti- 
nians were stranded in Jordan or 
hare gone to other Arab states 
and the West. 

Amman allows residents of the 
territories, most of whom have 
family in Jordan, to stay for up to 
a year and will usually renew 
permits if their Israeli travel 
documents are valid. 

It has turned a blind eye to 
those unable to return, bnt is 
warning other Palestinians not to 
exceed their legal stay. 


British tourist 

forgets his wife at 

the border 


INNSBRUCK, Austria (AFP)- - 
A British tourist drove through 
Austria Tuesday befo re notici ng 
that he had left his wife bdand at 
the Brenner Pass on the Italian- 
Austrian border. Austrian eas- 
terns officials said. One of. the- 
border officials said ‘‘motonss 
quite often forget a member of 
their family when they re towing 
a caravan,” but added thmhtfd 
never heard of such absaet- 
mmdedness in couple driving a 
Sedan car.” After crossing the 
border between Italy a nd A n- 
stria, the British tourist stopped 
to use the toilet facilities while 
his wife was asleep on the tilted 
passenger seat. H on k in g she was 
still there the man drove on, b« reala* _ 
ing that in his absence she too had & 
got out of the car to use the tmtet 
She told customs officials of the 
route her husband was taking so 
tbe officials warned their col- 
leagues at the Vils border post 
between Austria and Germany, 
150 kilometers (90 miles) farther 
on, who told tbe absent-minded 
tourist that his wife was waiting 
for him at the Brenner Pass. The 
man immediately turned back to 
fetch her. 
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Mother Teresa 
arrives home 


CALCUTTA (R) — Mother 
Teresa arrived back at her Cal- 
cutta headquarters Friday after j~.j 
week in hospital with a bout & 
Malaria complicated by a heart 
condition. The Nobel Prize-win- 
ner, who celebrated her 83rd 
birthday in a New Delhi hospital 
Thursday, was discharged Friday 
morning and flown back to Cal- 
cutta aboard a special plane. 


Single punch gets 
FIlipina 10-year Jail 
term 




; Kf 


CEBU, Philippines (R) — A 
woman who killed a man with'fi 
single punch has been jailed for 
10 years, a Philippine court offi- 
cial said Friday. Judge Leonardo 
Canares Thursday sentenced Jes- 
sica Arenasa to 10 years in prison 
for killing a co-worker in Cebn 
province in February last year. 
Ms. Arenasa punched Verdandi- 
no Redilosa in the mouth after he 
teased her about ber dress .as be 
stood drinking with friends. He 
fell and hit his head on B rock, 
dying minutes later, court records 
showed. The judge found Ms. 
Arenasa guilty of homicide, f?. 
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Gag order in 'home 
alone’ case; mothers 
not charged 


IAF decision is pragmatic 


(Continued from page 1) 


influential political forces in 
the country," the former 
minister said. But the Islamists 
learned their lesson from this 
experience and have since be- 
come more patient and 
pragmatic.” 

But despite tbe obvious be- 
nefits to the front's image in 
the long run, analysts are 
unanimous in saying that the 
front's decision to take part in 
the elections will allow the 
democratic process to continue 
and will bring equally impor- 
tant, though more short-term, 
benefits to the regime. 

“Their decision to partici- 
pate has averted a political 
crisis,” said a well-informed 


analyst. “Things had been in a 
bit of turmoil, but now it 
appears that things are back in 
Older." 

A close observer of the 
Islamists credited the IAF for 
its ability to take its opposition 
to the new law “as for as it 
could,” falling just short of 
creating a political vacuum by 
boycotting the elections. 

“They were able to close all 
tbe doors which would have 
brought them more criticism,” 
another analyst pointed out. 
saying that the whole process 
of wrangling over the law be- 
tween the regime and the IAF 
“created a mature and dyna- 
mic political debate.” 


Arabs begin coordination talks 


(Continued from page 1) 


They were due to agree formal- 
ly on Saturday to attend the 11th 
round of negotiations which be- 
gin in Washington next Tuesday. 

Lebanese Foreign Minister 
Fares Bouez chaired the meeting 
attended by Syrian Foreign 
Minister Farouk Al Sharaa, Talal 
Al Hassan. the Jordanian minis- 
ter of state for foreign affairs, 
PLO Political Department chief 
Farouk Kaddoumi, and Amr 
Musa, foreign minister of Egypt. 

Officials from the various de- 
legations at the meeting said it 
would be dominated by questions 
over tbe political and economic 
crisis of tiie PLO, and the accept- 
ance by PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat of the conciliatory Gaza 
and Jericho first option for the 
first stage of Palestinian auton- 
omy without consulting other 
rjb sides in the peace talks. 
Mr. Musa said on arriving that 
it was essential “to preserve Arab 
and inter-Palestinian solidarity.” 
“The Israeli retreat from Gaza 
and Jericho first is not the only 


option,” be said, adding: "We 
hope that tbe Palestinians’ prob- 
lem will not bare a negative effect 
on the peace process." 

Tbe necessity of Arab and 
Palestinian unity was emphasised 
Thursday by Dr. Erakat, deputy 
chief of tiie Palestinian delegation 
tQ the U.S.-sponsored peace 
talks, who said it was “essential” 
as a “safety-net” against Israeli 
attempts to divide toe Arab de- 
legations to the talks. * 

“The Israelis are trying to chop 
up the peace process by treating 
different matters with each de- 
legation,” without making' any 
decisions on major principles 
such as “land for peace," Dr. 
Erakat said. 

Mr. Kaddoumi played down 
the extent of the PLO crisis Fri- 
day. “There are differing points 
of view but, once the decision is 
taken, everybody sticks to it,” he 
said. 

Mr. Sharaa would not com- 
ment on the PLO crisis. “Syria 
does not criticise the attitude of 
any side. The latest developments 
have to make us strengthen our 
coordination,” he said. 


LONDON (AP) — Two womjfcn 
who reportedly left their seven 
children home alone while they 
took a vacation were cooperating 
with investigators but their chil- 
dren remained in foster care. The 
Surrey County Social Services 
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Tunis meeting u nlik ely to resolve long-r unning conflicts De P artinent saw that the two 

^ * women, who share a home m 


(Continued from page 1) 


Hmes from Tunis Friday. 

“We are still in the dark at the 
moment,” said the PLO official 
on condition of. anonymity. 

Asked if he felt that anything 
would come out of what is ex- 
pected to be a two- to three-day 
meeting, he said. “Something 
had better come about as a result 
of this meeting.” 

Tayseer Khaled, the DFLP 
(representative on the Executive 
Committee, opened die meeting 
Thursday with a call for the res- 
ignation of all senior PLO offi- 
cials involved or directing Palesti- 
nian participation in tbe peace 
talks. 

“I will call on the team which 
directs the negotiations to resign 
... I mean all the team without 
exception the team and those 
responsible for the team,” be told 
Reuters news agency. But after 
hearing some strong words from 
Mr. Arafat be reportedly with- 
drew his call. 

“He (Khaled) withdrew his call 
for the kitchen cabinet's resigna- 
tion after he was given a scolding 
by Arafat,” said an informed 
Palestine Peoples Party member 
in Amman. 

Nevertheless, the overall 
atmosphere of the Tunis meeting, 
which is expected to expand and 
include at least five already pre- 
sent members of the Palestinian 
negotiating team, including Faisal 
Husseini and Han an Ashrawi, as 
well as the head of the Palestinian 
People’s Party (PPP), Bashir Al 
Bargfrouti, was expected to be- 
come more heated as it con- 
tinued. 

Mr. Arafat, who has come 
under attack from members of his 
own Fateh faction for his policies, 
is being accused of wanting PLO 
involvement in the peace process 
and open official channels with 
Israel at the price of the rights of 
his people. 

The Tunis meeting, observers 
say, will attempt to convince 


those questioning and suspicious 
of Israeli -motives and sincerity 
among the Palestinian leadership 
to “give Israel another chance” to 
prove it wants peace. 

“This happens before every 
round of the talks. Mr. Arafat 
comes up with some great solu- 
tion or proposal which is about to 
unfold — if only the Palestinians 
go to the talks,” said a European 
observer of the peace talks. “He 
(Arafat), thus lures those suspi- 
cious of the usefulness of the talks 
back to the rable,” added the 
observer. “It’s a tactic.” 

Asked about the expected out- 
come most observers were pessi- 
mistic that a fundamental change 
will take place. 

“At the end of the day there 
will be some call for accountabil- 


ity, but they will then form a 
committee and ask them to look 
into matters,” Tayseer Aruri, a 
veteran Palestinian commenta- 
tor, advisor to the negotiating 
team for the PPP and a 1988 
expellee from the occupied terri- 
tories, said Friday. 


They appoint each other to 
investigate each other instead of 
appointing independent people 
or groups. Accountants or bank- 
ers should be looking into the 
financial issues not Executive 
Committee members,” said Mr 
Aruri. 


Mr. Aruri questioned un- 
published reports that the PPP 
would rejoin the negotiating team 
to Washington after a two-round 
absence. 


Accord on Gaza-Jericho, but difference on goals 


(Continued from page 1) 


added, however, that “our secur- 
ity will remain under Israeli re- 
sponsibility," clearly implying 
that there would not be a full 
military withdrawal. 

While most Palestinian parties 
have condemned the Gaza- 
Jericho option as an “unrealistic" 
venture, PLO Executive Com- 
mittee member Yasser Abed 
Rabbo welcomed Mr. Peres’ 
statements and said that while the 
PLO was seeking eventual state- 
hood an interim period for self- 
rule was “acceptable” to the 
PLO. 

Many members of the PLO 
Executive Committee and 
Palestinian peace negotiators dif- 
fered with Mr. Abed Rabbo. 

“We should not be talking ab- 
out autonomy at all. We should 
insist on statehood from day one 
if we wish that to be our goal,” 
Abdul Rahim Mallouh, FLO Ex- 
ecutive Committee member for 


Jericho that will be the end of 
that and no farther withdrawal 
wm ever take place,” said Ahmad 
AJ Jamal, the Jordan represen ta- 
6 °/ ■?* Democratic Front for 

(DFLP) 3,0n ° f Pa,esti "e 


Dorking, 20 miles (30 tans) south 
of London, left last weekend 
without their children. Hie chil- 
dren were taken into care after a 
neighbour notified social work” 
ere. However, Zoe Davidson^ 
16-year-old neighbour, said' that 
she and her sister were caring the 
children, aged 10 months to 14 
years. Miss Davidson contended 
that authorities had been con- 
tacted by neighbours who be- 
ueved that the mothers were les- 
bians. One of the women has four 
children: two boys aged 12 and 8, 
and two girls, one 7 years and 10 
months old respectively. The 
other woman ‘-has a I4-year-oid 
grl and two boys aged 11 and 4. v 
“oth women were interviewed by 
ponce but were not arrested. The * **” 
Surrey County Countf obtained - ; V- - 
a court order Thursday to prevent ; : 
publication of any. details : - 
wlnch would identify tbe children ' r ^ .’.V 
or the people now caring for 
tnem. Who have taken them into 
roster care. The order also barred -4 - *-“- 

reporters from attemp ting m 
terview the children, the faster* W •• 
parents or staff and pupils and : ' L - - 

schools attended by -V 
the children. -- > 
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